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            The "free rider problem," arising from the fact that an individual may be able to obtain the benefits of a good without contributing to the cost, is discussed in a number of different contexts. In the case of a "public good" where the provider cannot exclude, a good which others provide for them- selves will also be provided to the free rider. In the public good view of charity, for example, each donor is said to have an incentive to hold down his own contribution and free ride on the redistribution from other members of the non-poor group. Thus, the free rider in the case of charity and other public goods is commonly taken to provide a rationale for state intervention.
Volume 5, Number 4 (1981)


      



                
        CITE THIS ARTICLE

        
          
            Pasour, E.C. "The Free Rider as a Basis for Government Intervention." Journal of Libertarian Studies 5, No. 4 (1981): 453–464.


      
        

        

    

          All Rights Reserved ©

    

    
  



  



                  

                  
                            
  
    
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      

  


  




        
  
    Subscribe to   Journal of Libertarian Studies

      
    
  
  
  


  

  



    

            




  


  
      
      Latest Articles

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          Invasion Alert

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Llewellyn H. Rockwell Jr.
                                  


    
        Many Americans care about the dangers of mass immigration. Are they right to be concerned? In what follows, I’ll try to show that they are right. Immigration of elements hostile to American values...


    

  



  
  
        
          McConnell Cannot Stop the Non-Interventionist Tide

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Ron Paul
                                  


    
        Even Republican stalwarts like current Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell are starting to notice that something is shifting in the party. While McConnell announced recently that he would step down...


    

  



  
  
        
          Finklestein's Folly: How Not to Discredit One's Opponents

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Lipton Matthews
                                  


    
        The ongoing Israeli-Palestine conflict continues to captivate podcasters and listeners. So, Lex Friedman tapped into this interest by assembling a panel of experts to debate the issue. However, his...


    

  



  
  
        
          “Desire Paths” and the Problem with Central Planning

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Power & Market

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Landen Terrell
                                  


    
        I recently attended the Austrian Economics Research Conference, which is held annually at the Mises Institute on the campus of Auburn University. After an inspiring day of presentations, I began my...


    

  



  
  
        
          Let's Be Honest: The Economy Is NOT Doing Well

    

    
      
  04/10/2024


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Connor O'Keeffe
                                  


    
        The American economy is not all right. But to see why, you need to look beyond the dramatic numbers we keep seeing in the headlines and establishment talking points. Take, for instance, the latest...


    

  




    

            




    

  



  
      
      Meet the Writer

    

    
      
      
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      


      
      
  
  
            


          
[image: Ernest Pasour]



      



    

    
    
          E.C. Pasour Jr.

    

              
          E.C. Pasour, Jr., is Professor Emeritus of Agricultural and Resource Economics at North Carolina State University.


      

        



    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          The Free Rider as a Basis for Government Intervention

    

    
      
  07/30/2014


        •
    
  Journal of Libertarian Studies

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        E.C. Pasour Jr.
                                  


    
        The "free rider problem," arising from the fact that an individual may be able to obtain the benefits of a good without contributing to the cost, is discussed in a number of different contexts. In the...


    

  



  
  
        
          Land-Use Planning: Implications of the Economic Calculation Debate

    

    
      
  07/30/2014


        •
    
  Journal of Libertarian Studies

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        E.C. Pasour Jr.
                                  


    
        The recent widely cited National Agricultural Lands Study (NALS) adds to the growing number of individuals and organizations holding the view that land resources are too important to be left to the...


    

  




    

            





    

            




    

  




                                  
              

    

            
    
  
  
      
    
  
    
              
            Support Liberty

      

                    


  
            The Mises Institute exists solely on voluntary contributions from readers like you. Support our students and faculty in their work for Austrian economics, freedom, and peace.


      



                    Donate today
          


          
        
            


          
[image: Group photo of Mises staff and fellows]


      

      

      


  


  


    
          
          
  
    
      
        Browse Library
      

              
        	
        Who is Ludwig von Mises?
              
	
        What is the Austrian School of Economics?
              
	
        Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics
              
	
        Journal of Libertarian Studies
              
	
        Mises Wire
              
	
        Human Action Podcast
              
	
        The Misesian
              


    


          

    
      
        About the Mises Institute
      

              
              	
        Fellowship in Residence
              
	
        What is the Mises Institute?
              
	
        Driving Directions to the Institute
              
	
        Become a Member
              
	
        Mises Events
              
	
        Mises Bookstore
              
	
        Faculty & Staff
              
	
        Finances and Board
              
	
        Subscribe to Email Lists
              
	
        Support Mises
              
	
        Privacy Statement
              
	
        Contact Us
              


  


          

    
      
  
    Contact Us
  

  
    Mises Institute
    518 West Magnolia Avenue
    Auburn, Alabama 36832-4501
  

  
    Phone: 334.321.2100
  

  
    Fax: 334.321.2119
  

  Email Us
  Join our Mailing List
  
    
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



  




    

    
      

  
    Tu ne cede malis, sed contra audentior ito
  

  
    Website powered by Mises Institute donors
  

  
    [image: Rated 4 stars in Charity Navigator]
  
  
    Mises Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent the law allows. Tax ID# 52-1263436
  




    

  





      
    
    
  




  


    
    


  