
        
      Skip to main content
    
    


      
    

  

      
  
        
      
         
     
         
            .cls-1{fill:#6d6e71}.cls-2{fill:#54575a}.cls-3{fill:#005595}.cls-4{fill:#226093}
        
    
     
     
     
     
     




      
    

    

        
      
        
            
          Ver en Español


        
        
          
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



        

                
          




    
    
  


  

  Mises Store


        

                        
          

    
    
  


  

  Subscribe


        

                        
          Support Mises
        
              

    

    
        

            
        
                                
          	
                    
          Wire

          
        
	
                    
          Power & Market

          
        
	
                    
          Library

          
        
	
                    
          Podcasts

          
        
	
                    
          Video

          
        
	
                    
          Events

          
        
	
                    
          Beginners

          
        


  


                  
        
          
  


  
      
      Search
        
    
  


  

    
  


        

      

      
      
                
          
            Open Mobile Navigation
            
            
            
          
          

        

        
                
          
            Open Search
              
    
  


  

          
        

      

    

      


    
  
    
          
          	
                    
          Wire

          
        
	
                    
          Power & Market

          
        
	
                    
          Library

          
        
	
                    
          Podcasts

          
        
	
                    
          Video

          
        
	
                    
          Events

          
        
	
                    
          Beginners

          
        


  


        
    

        
          Ver en Español



      




    
    
  


  

  Mises Store


      

    
    
  


  

  Subscribe


    

    
      Support Mises
    

    
      
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



    

  





    
    
      
  


  
      
      Search
        
    
  


  

    
  


    

  




  
    Support Mises
  






    

    

      
    


  



    

    
    
                    
          
        

            

        
        
                        

  
          
                  Study Guide to Human Action: A Treatise on Economics
              

      


  
    
          
          





    
    
              
      
  12/10/2008


                                                                                                                                                                              •
        Robert P. Murphy
                                


                    
  
    Tags:
                            Education
      


      
                    
          	
              Downloads:
            
	
                  
                      
    
  


  

                    Study Guide to Human Action A Treatise on Economics_Murphy.pdf
                  
                
	
                  
                      
    
  


  

                    Study Guide to Human Action—Chinese.pdf
                  
                
	
                  
                      
    
  


  

                    Study Guide to Human Action A Treatise on Economics_Murphy.epub
                  
                


                      
                
    
  


  

              Buy Now from the Mises Store
            
                  

      
              


  
            This is the first-ever Human Action Study Guide, and congratulations to Robert Murphy for being the only person in 60 years to complete this much-needed task that has been attempted many times before.
This Guide is 380 pages, complete with summaries, notes, and study questions written by Amadeus Gabriel, a top student of the Misesian approach. Throughout, its pagination is keyed to the Scholars Edition published by the Mises Institute.
Human Action is the core text of the Austrian School and the most rigorous and extended defense of the free economy ever written. And the Guide, years in preparation, opens it up as never before.
Everyone knows of the difficulty of the book, which is matched only by its centrality to a thorough understanding of economic logic and the free society. Even Mises himself hoped for a guide to be written. Many people tried but didn't make it to the end or became frustrated with the sheer difficulty of the task. Only Murphy managed it, and he does it with great authority and attention to detail, even as it makes the book newly accessible.
Part of the genius here is the structure: summary: "Why it Matters," "Technical Notes," and "Study Questions". The writing is exactly what you would expect from Murphy. As with Man, Economy, and State, he has come to the rescue. It is crystal clear, very precise and always interesting.
Author's explanation of the stucture:
The format of this study guide is straightforward. Each chapter starts with a summary that follows the numbered section headings and italicized subheadings as they appear in Mises’s text. Then it provides an explanation of “Why It Matters,” giving historical context and/or explaining the role that the chapter serves in the book. (One of the joys of writing this study guide was my discovery that there was a very systematic arrangement of the chapters and parts of the book, which I had not noticed during prior readings.)
The next section provides “Technical Notes,” which address difficulties in Mises’s arguments, and clarifies subtle points. When relevant, this section also relates Mises’s work to mainstream economics, for the benefit of graduate students or professors. Finally, each chapter ends with a detailed list of “Study Questions,” the bulk of which had been independently prepared by Amadeus Gabriel. I was very pleased to learn of Mr. Gabriel’s efforts, because his questions ensure that the reader is grasping the essential points... I hope the present guide encourages more people to read what is arguably one of the most important books written in the 20th century.
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            Robert P. Murphy is a Senior Fellow with the Mises Institute. He is the author of numerous books: Contra Krugman: Smashing the Errors of America's Most Famous Keynesian; Chaos Theory; Lessons for the Young Economist; Choice: Cooperation, Enterprise, and Human Action; The Politically Incorrect Guide to Capitalism; Understanding Bitcoin (with Silas Barta), among others. He is also host of The Bob Murphy Show.
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        The unipolar dominance of the American Empire has allowed it to command an outsized share of the world’s resources in exchange for green pieces of paper. That dominance, and the dollar’s hegemony...
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        Review of Chaos Kings: How Wall Street Traders Make Billions in the New Age of Crisis Scott Patterson New York: Scribner, 2023; 293 pages Scott Patterson has delivered an unusual book. At least to...
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        Contrary to Krugman, DeSantis and others warning about a CBDC aren’t being paranoid: they are simply drawing the obvious conclusions from history. Original Article: " It’s Not Paranoid to Worry about...


    

  




    

            




    View     Robert P. Murphy bio and works
  




    
  
        
      References

      


  
            Mises Institute, 2008


      



    
  


  



                  

                  
                            
      
  Library

  

        
          	
                    
          
                          Books
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Audio Books
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Periodicals
                              
                    
    



  

                
                                    


                                	
                    
          
                          The Misesian
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          The Austrian
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          The Journal Of Libertarian Studies
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Quarterly Journal Of Austrian Economics
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Friday Philosophy
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Austrian Economics Newsletter
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Essays In Political Economy
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Libertarian Forum 1969–1984
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Mises Review
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Review Of Austrian Economics
                                    


          
        


  
          
        
	
                    
          
                          
                Journals
                                    
    



  

                              
                      


                                	
                    
          
                          American Affairs 1945-1950
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          American Mercury
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Faith And Freedom
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          The Freeman 1950-1953
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          The Freeman 1950–1999
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          LeFevre's Journal
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Left And Right
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Libertarian Papers
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Liberty Magazine
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Persuasion 1964–1968
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Rampart Journal
                                    


          
        
	
                    
          
                          Understanding Money Mechanics
                                    


          
        


  
          
        


  



  


                                  
              

    

              
  
  
      
    
  
    
              
            Support Liberty

      

                    


  
            The Mises Institute exists solely on voluntary contributions from readers like you. Support our students and faculty in their work for Austrian economics, freedom, and peace.


      



                    Donate today
          


          
        
            


          



      

      

      


  



    
          
          
  
    
      
        Browse Library
      

              
        	
        Who is Ludwig von Mises?
              
	
        What is the Austrian School of Economics?
              
	
        Quarterly Journal of Austrian Economics
              
	
        Journal of Libertarian Studies
              
	
        Mises Wire
              
	
        Human Action Podcast
              
	
        The Misesian
              


    


          

    
      
        About the Mises Institute
      

              
              	
        Fellowship in Residence
              
	
        What is the Mises Institute?
              
	
        Driving Directions to the Institute
              
	
        Become a Member
              
	
        Mises Events
              
	
        Mises Bookstore
              
	
        Faculty & Staff
              
	
        Finances and Board
              
	
        Subscribe to Email Lists
              
	
        Support Mises
              
	
        Privacy Statement
              
	
        Contact Us
              


  


          

    
      
  
    Contact Us
  

  
    Mises Institute
    518 West Magnolia Avenue
    Auburn, Alabama 36832-4501
  

  
    Phone: 334.321.2100
  

  
    Fax: 334.321.2119
  

  Email Us
  Join our Mailing List
  
    
      

  
    Mises Facebook
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises X
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Instagram
      
    
  
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises itunes
      
    
  


  

  
  
    Mises Youtube
      
    
  
  


  

  
  
    Mises RSS feed
      
    
  
  
  


  

  



  




    

    
      

  
    Tu ne cede malis, sed contra audentior ito
  

  
    Website powered by Mises Institute donors
  

  
    
  
  
    Mises Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible to the full extent the law allows. Tax ID# 52-1263436
  




    

  





      
    
    
  




  


    
    


  