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I have reviewed the report of the Executive Vice President and Provost regarding the
discrimination complaint filed by a student against Dr. Hoppe. Professor Hoppe is
represented by the ACLU and counsel. I have written to his counsel today regarding my
review.

Professor Hoppe has consistently held the opinion that his classroom materials consist of
scholarly and relevant theories that have support in the academic economics community.

I believe professors are entitled the freedom to teach theories and to espouse opinions that
are out of the mainstream or are controversial.

It is my understanding that Professor Hoppe does not assert that materials he presents are
the opinions of UNLV, nor has he ever purported to speak for UNLV. Whether anyone in
the University agrees or disagrees with Professor Hoppe’s theories or his opinions is not
ultimately relevant.

Teaching is of its nature and origin provocative. Faculty are called upon to challenge
students, to push them to a greater understanding, and to encourage them to question the
current base of knowledge and, in so doing, to create new knowledge.

UNLYV, in accordance with policy adopted by the Board of Regents, understands that the
freedom afforded to Professor Hoppe and to all members of the academic community
carries a significant corresponding academic responsibility. In the balance between
freedoms and responsibilities, and where there may be ambiguity between the two,
academic freedom must, in the end, be foremost.

UNLYV considers this matter closed.



