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| nt roducti on
Murray N. Rothbard is best known as an econom st. Rothbard,
however, was also a prolific and innovative historian. In his

vol ume, The Case Against the Fed (1994), he suggested a re-

exam nation of nodern Anerican history based on a power elite or
ruling class analysis. In this “all the analyst or historian
need do is assunme, as an hypothesis, that people in governnent
may be at | east as self-interested . . . as people in
busi ness or everyday |life, and then investigate the significant
and revealing patterns that he will see before his eyes. This
met hod, applied to a study of the nenbers of the Warren
Comm ssi on, brought forth many revealing patterns. Nowhere were
the patterns nore revealing than in the career of the
Commi ssion’s sol e surviving nenber, CGerald R Ford,
representative from M chigan and president from 1974-1977. Most
i mportant for Ford was his good-guy public inage as an honest
and hardworking, if dull, Mdwestern congressman. The ot her
side of Ford, as reveal ed by Rothbardi an anal ysis, was quite
different. Ford was a bona fide nenber of the Anmerican
political elite, a shrewd internationalist with an assi duously
devel oped Establishnment resune. This paper will trace Ford' s
rise within the power elite and will discuss Rothbard s nethod
as a path toward a new interpretati on of nodern American

hi story.






Anal ysi s

Murray N. Rothbard is best known for his role as an
econom st working in the tradition of the Austrian School. He
dedicated his |life and career to the dissem nation of free
mar ket ideas articulated by his nentor Ludwi g von M ses.
Rot hbard produced an astoundi ng body of economic theory in his

own right, publishing his treatise Man, Econony, and State in

1962. He also applied his free market worl dview to the study of
hi story, which he wote with a frankness and clarity that defied
convention. M own introduction to the Austrian School and the
i deas of Murray Rothbard came in 1990. | had conpl eted doct oral
coursework and exanms in American history and had taken a job
teaching at a private college preparatory school. As |uck would
have it, my office nate was an ex-Marxist that had been
converted to the |ibertarian phil osophy. He passed along to ne

several back issues of The Free Market. This nonthly newsletter

opened up new vistas. | contacted the Ludwig von M ses
Institute, and soon | was on their mailing list. In addition to
The Free Market, | received other Mses publications — The

M ses Meno, The M ses Review, and the Austri an Econoni cs

Newsl etter. | was struck by the Austrian idea and by the

vitality of the interaction anong the scholars working in the

field.



My education in the Austrian School continued with nore

Rot hbard, especially Power and Market. Reading M ses took ne

into Socialism The Anti-Capitalistic Mentality, Owmi potent

Governnent, and Theory and History. | listened to the book-on-

tape version of Liberalism(the only Austrian publication in the

audio collection of ny local library) at |east a half dozen
times on ny daily commute.

Fromthere | delved into the works of others within the Austrian
tradition, including Al bert J. Nock, Henry Hazlitt, and John T.
Flynn. Wth the arrival of an office Internet connection |

gai ned regul ar access to Mses.org and LewRockwell.com | also
becane a nenber of the Mses e-mail discussion and distribution
l[ist. Through this outlet | received a daily Austrian anal ysis
of current issues and a close view of the academ c debate among
such Austrian scholars as Thomas J. Di Lorenzo, Robert Hi ggs,
Joseph Sal erno, and WII|iam Anderson.

This Austrian education cane at a critical juncture in ny
career. | was losing interest in the field of American history
as the discipline splintered into politically correct sub-fields
of class, race, ethnicity, and gender. As | began to question
the basic interpretation of American history | realized that,
despite the best efforts of professors |ike Cyde WIson, | had

| eft graduate school largely ignorant of the significance of



i ndi vi dual human action. \Wat ny educati on needed was a new
t heoretical franmeworKk.

As | worked nmy way through the Austrian literature |I began
to reflect on the nature of twentieth century American
hi st ori ography. Wiy was there so consistent a continuity to
basi ¢ prograns, and overall ideology, despite the frequent
changes in the party hol ding power? Wy did historians al ways
seemto cite large, unseen forces, or “fate” as the determ ning
factors of history? Wy did such state-building eras as the
Progressi ve novenent, the New Deal, and the G eat Society
general ly repeat the same timeworn pro-governnment shibbol et hs?
Why did historians concentrate on shall ow outward appearances
and the self-serving cant of career politicians? Wy did
hi stori ans appear to be acadenic cheerl eaders for the policies
of war abroad and the vast increase of governnment power at honme?
Why did historians consistently applaud t he abandonnment of
princi pl e whenever such activity furthered the aggrandi zenent of
gover nnment ?

My Austrian education coincided with a keen new interest in
a subj ect considered taboo by nai nstream historians -— the
ci rcunstances surrounding political assassinations, particularly
that of John F. Kennedy. | had been fascinated by JFK since ny
boyhood. (1 was in the third grade when news of his death

caused school to be imediately dism ssed). M interest was



revived with the publicity surrounding the release of diver
Stone’s JFK in the fall of 1991, ny first senester as assistant
prof essor of history at a small liberal arts college.! That fal
| was teaching a new course on contenporary American history.
never got past the events of Novenber 1963 and, as a result, |
began readi ng Kennedy assassination materials. Wat began as a
diversion fromthe dissertation grind soon took up a greater
share of my tine as | read everything | could find that was
related to Kennedy’'s nurder.? This reading, of course, raised
even nore questions. Wiy did historians consistently downpl ay,
or ignore entirely, the significance of violence and nurder in
American politics? Wiy has Kennedy' s assassination, and others
in Arerican history, been mainly attributed to “hate,” “right
Wi ng extrem sm” or the denented aberrations of the “lone nut?”
| came away astounded by the mass of JFK assassi nation
mat erial and the nyriad conflicting “theories” fromthe gaggle

of supposed experts in the field. |If any pattern held true, it

!My research since 1991 convinces ne that Stone’s
interpretation of the Kennedy assassi nati on has no bearing on
reality.

2Substituting the word “nurder” for the word “assassi nation”
has enabled me to keep in mnd the true nature of this crine. To
define Kennedy’'s broad daylight shooting as an assassi nati on
pl aces the crine on a different plane. It gives JFK undeserved
sanctity and justifies an investigation by a higher, supposedly
di sinterested, panel in what was an unconstitutional federa
usur pation of local and state jurisdiction.



was t he preval ence of undi sgui sed scorn heaped upon the so-
called Warren Report.® By this tine ny reading in the Austrian
School , especially Rothbard, had nmade ne nuch nore alert to the
presence of a political snmokescreen. | noticed that throughout
t he Kennedy assassination literature, the Warren Comm ssion
itself had eluded serious scrutiny. As | began to research the
lives and careers of the nen who signed their nanes to the
Warren Report, it becane evident that the Warren Conmm ssion was
anything but a disinterested, blue-ribbon panel. | was still
bogged down, however, by the traditional academ c m ndset that
counted such inquiry as dangerously close to the third rail of
Ameri can historiography — the dreaded “conspiracy theory” idea.
| finally conpleted ny dissertation and received ny Ph.D. in
Decenber 1994, just one nonth shy of ny fortieth birthday. |
turned ny full research attention to the Austrian School and the
Warren Comm ssion, vaguely unsettled by the thought of pursuing
an interest so far from acceptabl e mainstream history.

My Austrian education and new interest in the Warren Comn ssi on
finally came together with the ideas and net hods of Mirray

Rot hbard. | found ny theoretical franmework, not in the pages of

Rot hbard’ s schol arly econom c treatises, but in publications

3known formally as The Official Report of the President’s
Comm ssion on the Assassination of President John F. Kennedy.




clearly intended to present Austrian concepts to a w der |ay
audi ence, nyself included.* The first was a brilliant article in

The Free Market published in 1995. 1In this article, Mirray

Rot hbard offered a vigorous assessnent of the Anerican political
scene. The subject immediately at hand was the Republican
victory in the 1994 mdtermelections. This was the year of the
so-cal |l ed Republican Revolution and New G ngrich’s “Contract
for Arerica.” Rothbard maintained that the el ectorate expressed
an “intense and w despread | oathing of President Cinton” that
“fused with an ideol ogical hatred of Washington, D.C., the

federal Leviathan, and centralized statism?”®

Littl e change
actually occurred as the result of the 1994 el ections, however.
To Rothbard “the basic problem[was] the |avishly over-praised
“duopoly two-party system” Here “the only way that the

el ectorate . . . could express its revolutionary desire to throw

*l took two semesters of freshman economics, with its
bew | dering array of graphs and mat hemati cal nodels, in 1978-79.
No further “econ” was required for the B. A degree, nor was any
required in the history programat the graduate |evel. Even as
an under graduate, however, | noticed serious inconsistencies.
Much of the course content centered on the i mutable |aws of
supply and demand and the failure of governnent-sponsored
efforts designed to circunvent these laws. | could not
under st and how mai nstream academ ¢ econom sts coul d,
nonet hel ess, openly advocate such efforts.

*Murray N. Rothbard, “The Revol ution Cones Hone,” The Free
Mar ket, January 1995, p. 4.



out the hated Denpbcrats was to vote Republican. Unfortunately,
the controlling elites of the Republican Party have | ong had
views very simlar to those of the Denocrats, thus depriving the
Ameri can public of any genuine phil osophical choice."® Rothbard
saw little difference in the conmon | abels of “liberalisnt or
“conservatisni because “the ideology comon to the elites of
both parties [was] Wl farist, Corporatist, Statism” Either
way, the “alleged alternative turns out to [be] nore of the
same.” Here “the corporate and nedia elites have | ong been
engaging in a shell ganme in which the American public are the
suckers.”’ This unvarni shed evaluation of American politics as a
duopoly furthered nmy understandi ng of the Warren Conm ssi on

m ndset. My research had clearly indicated that the Warren

Comm ssioners, regardl ess of party |abel, displayed remarkably
simlar attitudes on the central political issues of their day.

This article in The Free Market was one of the fina

sal voes in Murray Rothbard s | ong and di stingui shed career. In

1995 he saw little evidence that the Republicans would actually
reduce the incone tax, repeal gun control or affirmative action,
elimnate other equally onerous federal regulations, or abolish

foreign aid. |Indeed, to Republicans, these issues remained

®| bi d.

I bi d.



outside the real mof serious political debate. Here the GOP
joined the Denocrats in order to mmintain an atnosphere of

“bi partisanship.” A word with a positive connotation in the
political maminstream to Rothbard “bipartisan” was “a dread word
that itself signifies duopoly and a sellout of principle.” This
was especially true in foreign affairs where such entities as
the United Nations, the Wrld Bank, and the International
Monetary Fund were at the heart of an “Anerican foreign policy
of global intervention, economc and mlitary,” that “both

parti es have pursued since World War I1. The end result was

“al nost identical major parties” run by “professionally

bipartisan elites.” Therefore, the GOP “l eadership’s all eged

enbrace of small governnent [woul d] continue to be a fraud and a
hoax. "8

Rot hbard’ s conception of bipartisanship as nefarious,

rat her than beneficial, turned traditional political analysis
upsi de down. It brought, for ne, a new understanding of the
nature of American history, especially the circunmstances
surroundi ng the investigation of Kennedy' s nurder. Established

by a Denocratic president and chaired by a Republican chief

justice, the Warren Conmmi ssion was itself a product of the

8 bid., p. 5.



bi partisan nentality. This nmentality reigned as the Warren

Comm ssi on conducted the investigation, drew the “lone nut”
conclusions, and resisted all further attenpts at serious
scrutiny. In addition, Murray Rothbard presented his ideas in a
take- no-prisoners literary style. Cdearly, this was not the

sort of |anguage that woul d appear in the Anerican Historical

Review \Wat a welcone relief fromthe stolid prose of
mai nstream hi st ori ans!

Murray Rot hbard di ed unexpectedly in 1995, just as ny
Austrian education and Warren Comm ssion research began to jell.
My great regret is that I never had a chance to neet him
personal ly.® Fortunately, the Ludwig von Mses Institute and the
Center for Libertarian Studies hel ped spark a renewed interest
in Rothbard’s work as a historian with the rel ease of two

remar kabl e paperbacks. The first, The Case Agai nst the Fed

detailed the rise of the Federal Reserve System Rothbard’s
anal ysis posed a question rarely addressed by mai nstream

hi stori ans, who benefits? Wth this question at the forefront,
he traced the history of the Fed fromthe point of view of those

who pushed for its creation -— the banking firns controlled by

°'n 1998 | had the privilege of nmeeting his w dow, JoAnn
Rot hbard, at the Mses Institute’ s “Reassessing the Presidency”
Conference at Call away Gardens, Ceorgia. Though in declining
health and in obvious disconfort, she was, nonethel ess, charm ng
and graci ous and encouraged ne to continue ny research.



J.P. Morgan and the Rockefellers. Rothbard challenged the
traditional evaluation of the Federal Reserve as a check on an
inflationary decentralized banking system He determ ned that
the Fed was, instead, a governnent-enforced banking cartel that
pl aced the nmechanismof inflation into the hands of big banks,
precisely the institutions that the Fed was supposed to
regul at e.

Rot hbard’ s history of the Fed detailed the role of a new
intell ectual class, wthout whomthe bankers could not have been
successful. To Rothbard, the system that hoodw nked the
Anerican public into accepting the Fed represented a “new
alliance of State and Opinion-Mlder” that was “a partnership of
gover nnent, business |eader, intellectual, and expert.” Wthin
this alliance, the intellectuals served two functions “(a) to
hel p run and plan the new statist system and (b) to apol ogi ze

for the new order.”'°

If historians were anong this group of
intellectuals that hel ped create the Fed, it is little wonder
that the self-interest of the Morgans and the Rockefellers is

not w dely understood today.

I n The Case Against the Fed, Rothbard al so di sm ssed

traditional academi c aversion to the dreaded “conspiracy theory

%Murray N. Rothbard, The Case Agai nst the Fed (Auburn,
Al abama: Ludwi g von Mses Institute, 1994), pp. 87-88.




of history.” Here the question was “not sone sort of "theory of
history,” but a willingness to use one’s conmon sense. All that
the anal yst or historian need do is to assune, as an hypot hesi s,
t hat people in governnment or |obbying for governnent policies
may be at least as self-interested and profit-notivated as
peopl e in business or everyday life, and to investigate the
significant and revealing patterns that he will see before his
eyes.”! To Rothbard, the npst significant pattern was that,
after 1900, “much of Anerican political history, of prograns and
conflicts, can be interpreted not so nmuch as Denocrat versus
Republ i can, but as the interaction or conflict between the
Morgans and their allies on the one hand and the Rockefeller

alliance on the other.”??

Those hi storians not thensel ves
party to obscuring the true workings of the Fed m ssed the
significance of the Mdrrgan/ Rockefeller nodel because they were
not “geared to power elite or ruling class analysis.”?!

Mai nstream hi storians thus remai ned focused on the traditional,
but acceptable route of inquiry -- superficial party divisions.

Rot hbard’ s power elite concept had a direct inpact on ny study

11 pid., p. 89. Enphasis in the original.
21pid., p. 92.

Bibid., p. 122.



of the JFK assassination. By this tinme ny research had al ready
reveal ed nunmerous Morgan/ Rockefeller connections in the |ives
and careers of the Warren Conm ssioners, especially that of Wl
Street |awyer John J. Md oy.

In 1995 the Center for Libertarian Studies issued Wall

Street, Banks, and Anerican Foreign Policy, a reprint of two

articles Rothbard had witten in 1977 and 1984. This book
extended Rothbard s treatnent of the Fed into a wi der analysis
of nodern U S. foreign affairs. Dom nant again were the Mrgans
and the Rockefellers and, again, “the nanme of the party in power
[was] far less inportant than the particular reginme’ s financial
and banki ng connections.”* Rothbard’ s extended power elite

anal ysis examned the lives and careers of dozens of well-placed
foreign policy insiders. Most prom nent anong these insiders
was John J. McCl oy, a man with both Mrgan and Rockefeller
connections. Rothbard described McC oy as “perhaps the nost
powerful single figure in foreign policy since Wrld War 1.7

My research indicated that John J. was al so the npst powerfu

single figure on the Warren Conmi ssion. MC oy had all the

Y“Murray N. Rothbard, Wall Street, Banks, and Anerican
Foreign Policy (Burlingame, California: The Center for
Li bertarian Studies, 1995), p. 29.

B pid., p. 29.



connections. Al the other Warren Conm ssioners, at sone point
or anot her well before Novenber 1963, spun into his orbit.

Wall Street, Banks, and Anerican Foreign Policy was

publ i shed just after Rothbard s death. The book contained an
afterword by Justin Rai nondo of The Center for Libertarian
Studies. He wote “Murray Rothbard’ s anal ysis of nodern
American history as a great power struggle between econom c
elites . . . was the culmnation of a lifetime devoted to

met hodol ogi cal individualism. . . and the econom c principles
of the Austrian School . . . which attributes all human action
to individual actors.” Rainondo further maintained that

Rot hbard’ s “trenchant overview of the American elite” cried out

n 16

“to be updated and applied to current events. To me, the

assassi nation of John F. Kennedy was frozen in tine by the “lone

nut” conclusions of the Warren Conm ssion. Specul ation and

t heor y- nongeri ng has continued ever since, making JFK s rmurder
the | ongest-running current event in Anmerican history.

Rai mando’ s call for an update inspired ne to press on with ny
i nvestigation of the Warren Conmmi ssion, with Mirray Rothbard's

power elite analysis and the free market principles of the

Austrian School as the central theoretical framework.

% bid., pp. 83-84. Enphasis in the original.



M chi gan Congressman Gerald R Ford, a |l awer and career
politician, was a perfect choice for the Warren Comm ssi on.
Most inportant was Ford's good-guy public inmage, that of Jerry
Ford, honest and hardworking, if dull, M dwestern Congressman.
"During his twenty-five years in Congress . . . Ford had
acquired a reputation anong his coll eagues as an am cabl e,
reasonabl e, accessible man, politically conservative, thoroughly

" This imge persists to

public-spirited, and innately decent."?!
the present day.'® The other side of Gerald Ford, largely
unknown outside of the American political elite, was that of a

shrewd internationalist with an assi duousl y-devel oped

Est abl i shnment resune. '°

YCurrent Bi ography Yearbook, 1975, s.v. "Ford, Gerald
R(udol ph, Jr.) July 14, 1913 - President of the United States."

8As of this witing, Gerald Ford is the sole surviving Warren
Comm ssioner. On Ford's persistent good-guy inage, see New York
Tinmes, 8 October 1998.

BHenry Kissinger, National Security Adviser and Secretary of
State under Presidents N xon and Ford, praised Ford for being a
lifelong "defense hawk" and for steadfastly supporting the U. S.
Cold War effort through "a permanent American participation
dependi ng nore on the ability to accunmul ate nuances than on
engi neering final outcones in a brief period." See Henry A
Ki ssinger, "Between the O d Left and the New Right," Foreign
Affairs, May/June 1999, pp. 111-112.



CGerald Ford was very nuch like his House counterpart on the
Warren Comm ssion, Denocrat Hal e Boggs of Louisiana. Both had
stell ar Congressional careers, and both played promnent roles
in bipartisan circles. Though Ford and Boggs wore different
political |abels, they were so close, personally and
i deol ogical |y, that the | abels were rendered nmeaningl ess.?°
Li ke Hal e Boggs, Cerald Ford al so has been ignored in the
Establi shnment literature. An exam nation of Ford's career wll
show that he, too, brought solid credentials to the Warren

Commi ssi on. 2!

20According to his wife Betty, Gerald Ford was a close
associ ate of LBJ and Hal e Boggs. "Lyndon and Jerry had worked
t oget her so nuch, ironing out kinks, conprom sing here, there,
and everywhere, and Lyndon al ways ki dded Jerry: "You're a great
man, but you belong to the wong party.'" She and Jerry were the
only Republicans present at a dinner in the Wiite House private
dining roomshortly after JFK's funeral. Present also were Hale
and Lindy Boggs. See Betty Ford with Chris Chase, The Tines of
My Life (New York: Harper & Row, 1978), pp. 105-106.

2lkai Bird mentions Gerald Ford only within the context of the
Warren Commi ssion. See The Chairman, pp. 548, 556, 565. During
t he Watergate scandal, however, John J. MO oy may have had
soneone like Ford in mnd. According to Bird, MO oy "seened to
be thinking that if only one could surround the president with a
few good " Stinsonians,' and thereby reassure the country that
t he Establishnment, not Richard N xon, was at the helm then
perhaps this distasteful Watergate busi ness would go away." See
p. 638. |Isaacson and Thomas do not nention Ford, even within the
context of the Warren Conm ssion. See The Wse Men, pp. 645.




CGerald Ford followed a career path unique in American
political history. He won his first election in 1948 as the
underdog chal |l enger to an entrenched i ncunbent. Ford served his
Grand Rapids, Mchigan, district without interruption from 1949
to 1973 when he was naned Vice-President after the Watergate-
related resignation of Spiro T. Agnew. Ford assuned the
presi dency when Richard Nixon resigned in 1974.%%> As president,
Ford sought to counteract the "grimaccumul ati on of scandal s
known as Watergate" and "nade the restoration of confidence in
t he executive branch of the governnent the forenost goal of his
admi ni stration. "2

More recently, in 1998, Ford assuned the role of elder
statesman and further cenented his reputation as a | evel -headed,

bi partisan political healer. In October of that year, in a New

York Tines Op-Ed piece, Ford, a |ife-1ong Republican, weighed in

on the side of Denocratic President Bill Clinton in the Mnica
Lewi nsky Affair. In doing so, Ford "broke his silence on the
White House scandal . . . and suggested that the nost fitting

puni shment woul d be a rebuke in the well of the House." The

22press coverage of these events was staggering, see New York
Ti nes, 11 Cctober 1973, 13 Cctober 1973, 9 August 1974.

23CBY, 1975.



Tinmes saw this as "an inportant boost for M. Cdinton's search
for a way to short-circuit the inpeachnent process.” Ford
mai ntai ned that "nore is at stake than the President's fate."”
Far worse, he wote, was the possibility of "a protracted and
i ncreasingly divisive debate over the deliberately inprecise
words " high crinmes and m sdeneanors,'" and the conconitant
"partisan exploitation" and "nean spiritedness."?

Less than one year later, Bill dinton awarded Cerald Ford

the Medal of Freedom?® The New York Tines ran only a photograph

with a caption listing Ford and seven ot her nedal recipients.

The Spartanburg Heral d-Journal, a New York Tines Conpany

regional affiliate, ran a nore extensive account. "Twenty-five
years to the week after he was thrust into the presidency by
Watergate, Gerald Ford returned to the Wite House . . . to be
prai sed as the steady hand that hel ped Anerica heal." President
Clinton, by this time having survived House inpeachnent and

Senate trial over the Mnica Lewi nsky Affair, held that "steady,

2New York Tines, 4 October 1998. According to this same
article, anong those urging punishnent |ess harsh than
i npeachnent was West Virginia Senator John D. (Jay) Rockefeller
'V, who "had becone one of M. Cdinton's staunchest internal
defenders.” Gerald Ford chose Jay's uncle, Nelson Al drich
Rockefeller, as vice-president in 1974. See New York Tines, 21
August 1974.

2°New York Tines, 12 August 1999.




trustworthy, Gerald Ford ended a | ong national nightnmare.
When he left the White House after 895 days, Anerica was
stronger, calnmer, and nore self-confident. . . . Anerica was, in
other words, nmore |ike President Ford hinself."2® "Steady,
trustworthy" Gerald Ford was nore than a half-century in the
maki ng. Along the way, he proved his nettle with service to,
and menbership in, the American Establishnent.?’

CGerald Ford spent his formative years in Grand Rapids,
M chi gan. However, he was not born in Gand Rapids, nor was he

born Gerald R Ford, Jr. Ford started life as Leslie Lynch

26gpart anburg Heral d- Journal , 12 August 1999. The Medal of
Freedom the article went on, was "established by President
Harry S. Truman as a wartime honor [and] was reintroduced by
Presi dent John F. Kennedy as a way to honor civilian service."

At | east one Watergate-era pundit took exception to the
prevailing i mage of Ford. Unreconstructed N xon-hater Bob
Wbodwar d, in Shadow. Five Presidents and the Legacy of
Watergate, inplied that Ford di mi ni shed the presidency when he
brought to the White House "a Congressional |ifestyle, which
i ncluded al cohol at lunch." Further, wote Wodward, "the
oct ogenari an Ford spends so nuch tinme on private jets and
pl ayi ng gol f that he has becone "woefully out of touch with
mllions in poverty, children hungry, the wenching despair and
horror of life for many.'" Wodward quoted in Frank Rich, "Al
the Presidents Stink," The New York Tines Magazi ne, 15 August
1999, pp. 42. According to Rich, a New York Tines Op-Ed
col umi st, Shadow "can't be topped as a conprehensive, up-to-
date, inside | ook at the Washington establishnment."” See p. 44.
Frank Rich spells establishment with a |lower-case "e.' Rich's
Washi ngt on establishnent consists primarily of Op-Ed col ummi sts,
television "journalists,” and Sunday news tal k- show pundits.




King, Jr., born 14 July 1913 in Omha, Nebraska. Hi s parents,
Leslie Lynch King and Dorothy King, divorced before their only
child' s second birthday. Dorothy King noved to G and Rapids in
1915 where she net and nmarried Gerald R Ford. The Fords |ater
took out formal adoption papers for the boy and renaned himfor
hi s stepfather.?®

| f anyone on the Warren Conm ssion grew up as the All -
American boy, it was Gerald Ford. By all accounts, he was the
nodel son and a good student in school. As a college footbal
pl ayer, he was a bona fide Al -Star. Though |ater a nmenber of

the Eastern Establishnment, Ford's roots were in the M dwest.

*8Jerald F. terHorst, Gerald Ford and the Future of the
Aneri can Presidency (New York: The Third Press, 1974), pp. 27-
28. The terHorst biography was rushed into print during
Watergate's so-called "Final Days." terHorst credits assistants,
printing conpani es, "and countl ess others w thout whose
sacrifices it would have been inpossible to manufacture this
book in under two weeks." Jerald F. terHorst was a |long-tine
Detroit newspaperman who had first covered Ford in the M chigan
Congressman' s 1948 debut. Ford naned terHorst Wite House press
secretary in 1974 in order to defuse the "the angry and bitter
rel ationship with the press" that had devel oped during the N xon
years. At the tine terHorst was described as "a tal ented and
responsi bl e reporter of inpeccable standards.” Wthin thirty
days terHorst resigned in disgust after Ford pardoned Richard
Ni xon. See Contenporary Authors, Volunme 107, s.v. "terHorst,
J(erald) F(ranklin) 1922- ." In 1963 terHorst was the Detroit
News Washi ngton bureau chief. He was in Dallas on 22 Novenber
1963 and "during the next week, he filed as many as three
stories a day on different aspects of the assassination.” See
Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1975, s.v. "terHorst, Jerald
F(ranklin), July 11, 1922 - Journalist; author."




According to biographer Jerald F. terHorst, Ford grew up in the
heart of Anmerica's heartland. Gand Rapids was a "city of tree-
lined streets, confortable hones, good schools, many churches
and parks, thriving furniture factories, two daily papers, two
radi o stations, and a popul ace that took its civic
responsibilities seriously."?® Here, Gerald Ford thrived in the
Grand Rapi ds m ddl e cl ass.

The el der Ford, a paint salesnman in his early career,
formed the Ford Paint and Varni sh Conpany in 1929. The firm

"slowy prospered and enabled its founder to raise his children

in nodestly confortable circunstances.” The father set the tone
for his sons -- Jerry and his three half-brothers Tom Richard,
and James -- with a dedication to the G and Rapids conmunity and

t he Epi scopal Church. He held | eadership positions in the | ocal
GOP and the Boy Scouts, in which Jerry attained the rank of
Eagl e.®® Gerald Ford's own description of his stepfather suggests

a character straight out of Sinclair Lewis. Gerald, Sr. "was a

*terHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 47.
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vestryman at church, a devoted Mason, a Shriner, [and] an active
El k. 31

Cerald Ford grew up with the guidance of this
"authoritarian father" who closely nonitored the lives of his
four sons.®? His nother also provided guidance and discipline.
Ford described her as "selfless" and continually involved in
"one church or civic activity after another. And when she
wasn't attendi ng neetings, she was busy baking bread or sew ng
clothes for needy famlies." Ford maintained that his parents,
t hough not secure financially, provided himwith a |lasting sense
of enotional security.3

CGerald Ford, Sr. never finished high school. He

nonet hel ess "had an instinctive appreciation for education, for

3'Gerald R Ford, A Tine to Heal (New York: Harper and Row,
Publ i shers, 1979), p. 45. Ford credited journalist Trevor
Arnbrister and editor Ermvin Gikes with assistance in conpiling
these nmenoirs. Arnbrister began his career in 1958 as a public
rel ati ons assistant at J. Walter Thonpson Conpany. In 1979 he
was senior editor at Reader's Digest. See Contenporary Authors

Vol unes 89-92, s.v. "Arnbrister, Trevor 1933 - ." dikes "was
noted in the publishing world for his ability to market non-
fiction books and nake them bestsellers.” In 1964 dikes edited

O Poets and Power: Poens Cccasi oned by the Presidency and Deat h
of John F. Kennedy. See CA Volunme 145, s.v. "Qikes, Erwn
(Arno) 1937-1994."

32cBy, 1975.

3Ford, A Time to Heal, pp. 44-45.




good manners, character, fair dealing, and hard work."3* He and
Ms. Ford pushed Jerry to excel in academ cs and athletics and
insisted that the young man work both at hone and in part-tine
jobs. Indeed, Jerry Ford had little tinme for anything else. He
| ater recalled that "besides sports and schoolwork, | had jobs
to do." He worked weekends and summers in the fam |y paint
factory, where, under his father's tutelage, he |learned "the

val ues of discipline. "3

In addition to his tinme in the paint
factory, he ran the concession stand at a | ocal anmusenent park,
and worked a lunchtine shift at a diner across the street from
his school, South Hi gh.®® At home, he nowed the | awn, shoveled
snow, tended the coal furnace, and did nmyriad other jobs around
hi s nei ghbor hood. *’

M. and Ms. Ford believed that athletics "built a boy's
character,” but in their household academ cs canme first.

Jerry's focus on his studies paid off handsonely. He excelled

in such subjects as history and governnment and he did well

34t erHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 34.

35cBY, 1975.

%%Ford, A Time to Heal, p. 47.

3t erHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 37.




enough overall to be inducted into the National Honor Society
during his junior year at South Hi gh School. Ford ranked in the
top five percent of his 220-nenber class, hardly the stuff of
the "dunb jock"” nmedia treatnent he received as president decades

| at er.3®

%8Ford, A Tinme to Heal, p. 37. As president, Gerald Ford
endured withering satire. Perhaps the nost w dely-known Ford
parody was that by conedi an Chevy Chase, whose "clunsy pratfalls
and deadpan outrage" were showcased on the live television
program " Sat urday Night." The show, described as "subversively
funny," prem ered on NBC in Cctober 1975 and was an instant
success. "Saturday N ght" was that network's "sole snmash hit of
1975-76, with an estinmated viewership of 10,000,000." The show
proved wi |l dly popul ar anpong col | ege students and ot her young
adults. Chase |ed the topical sketch conedy of the Not-Ready-
for-Prinme-Tine Players, the piece de resistance of the program
"Anong Chase's specialities were regular pratfalls, slow,
artful, acrobatic feats, many of which were done in mmcry of
an al |l egedly acci dent-prone President Ford." See Current
Bi ogr aphy Yearbook, 1979, s.v. "Chase, Chevy Oct. 8, 1943 -
Conedi an; actor; witer." Central to Ford' s success was his
ability to withstand such treatnent. Yet Ford was hardly the
hapl ess victim On the contrary, Ford proved to be a shrewd
medi a mani pul ator who allowed his own press secretary, Ron
Nessen, successor to Jerald F. terHorst, to appear as a guest on
"Saturday Night." Ford |later wote a book on the subject in
whi ch he maintained that, for a president, "self-deprecating
hunor is probably the nost effective kind." Ford acknow edged
di sconfort at being portrayed as an "oafish ex-jock." He was
astut e enough, however, to realize that the gag nade "good copy
: [and that] it was also funny." Ford knew very well that
"avoi ding an adversarial relationship with the nedia . . .
[paid] rich dividends." See Gerald R Ford, Hunor and the
Presi dency (New York: Arbor House, 1987) pp. 17, 33, 47-48, 161
Ford's nedi a mani pul ation did not escape the practiced eye of
House door keeper "Fishbait”™ MIler, an experienced judge of
political talent. MIler saw self-effacing hunor as Ford's key
asset. Jerry Ford, he wote, "didn't mnd . . . all those jokes.
He knew he woul d al ways fail safe.” See WIliam"Fishbait"
Mller as told to Frances Spatz Leighton, Fishbait: The Menoirs




Wth his strict regi nen of study, sports, and work, Ford
"did not go out for debate or dabble in school politics, the
usual ganbit of budding | awers and politicians.” Wile Jerry
Ford never ran for class office, he did win an inpressive
el ection victory as a youth. Ford, an excellent student and
football star, was well-liked in the Gand Rapids community. 1In
1930 he won a popul arity contest sponsored by the city's finest
novi e house, the Majestic Theater, in a balloting procedure that
requi red novie patrons to wite nanes on bl ank sheets of paper.
Ford joined forty-nine other winners fromcities across the
M dwest on a five-day trip to Washington, D.C. that included
tours of Congress and the Hoover Wite House. 3°

Though he bypassed the traditional political rites of
passage, Ford | earned at home, in school, and on the playing
field the vital skills of self control he would enploy as a

career politician. He later recalled that

of the Congressional Doorkeeper (Englewood Cdiffs, NJ.:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1977), pp. 292-95, 305. Years later, as

el der statesman, Ford could rest assured that the general public
woul d renmenber the Chevy Chase pratfalls, but would not recal
that Ford had once served on the Warren Conmm ssion. Ron Nessen
was hinmself no stranger to television. Prior to signing on with
Ford, Nessen was the on-canera Wi te House correspondent for
NBC. See CBY, 1976, s.v. "Nessen, Ron(ald H) My 25, 1934 -
Wi t e House press secretary; broadcast journalist.”

%%t erHorst, Gerald Ford, pp. 37-38.




"as a child | had a hot tenper, which Mther taught ne to
control -- nost of the tinme. A strict disciplinarian, she
woul d ridicule me and show how foolish | | ooked when | got
angry. . . . Even nore effective was her habit of sending
me to ny roomwth orders to stay there until | was ready to
conme downstairs and discuss rationally whatever | had done

wrong. " 4°

I n high school Ford becane aware of the "deep enotions that
rivalries can stir." The young man saw that this tended to
separate his classmates into nutually-1loathing groups. 1In his
menoirs, Ford recalled that he nade great efforts to get al ong
well with everyone, including those on both sides of a bitter
rivalry. He decided early-on that nost people had nore good
qualities than bad. "If | understood and tried to accentuate
t hose good qualities in others,” he recalled, "I could get along

n4dl

nmuch better. Ford honed this talent to perfection, becom ng

“°Ford, A Time to Heal, p. 44.

“I'bid, p. 46. Ford proved to be a master of this political
ganbit in his 1965 election to the position of House mnority
| eader. See Larry L. King, "The Road to Power in Congress,"
Har per's Magazi ne, June 1971, p. 44.




the very enbodi nent of bipartisanship in his career as a
politician.

Anot her early and inval uabl e experience for Ford was the
intense glare of national publicity. On the playing field at
the University of Mchigan, Ford quickly becane aware of the
"critics in the stands and the critics in the press,” and
| earned to place sportswiters and arnchair quarterbacks into
perspective. He noted that "few of them[had] ever centered a
bal |, kicked a punt, or thrown a touchdown pass w th 100, 000
| ooking on." Fromthis Ford devel oped the "thick hide" that
“"let their jibes roll off ny back.” To this quality Ford owed
his |later success as a politician at the center of two of the
nost bitterly controversial events in nodern Anmerican history --
t he assassination of John F. Kennedy and the Watergate affair.*?

As good a student as he was, Cerald Ford was an even nore
acconplished athlete. He excelled in all sports, especially
football, the sport that eventually thrust himinto the national
limelight. Ford was a star center fromhis sophonore year on,
winning All-City and Al l-State honors at South High School.*® In

Ford's day, football was a nuch nore fluid gane, played by lithe

“2Ford, A Tinme to Heal, p. 53.

43cBY, 1961.



and agile nen in a style nmuch |ike today's rugby. 1In the
football game of the 1930s, the center actually directed the

pl ays. As center, Ford not only had to bl ock opposing |inenen,
he had to make accurate passes, through his legs, to running
backs often already in notion. He played center on offense and
i nebacker on defense, in an era when "football was a test of
stamna as well as skill." In 1930 South H gh was undef eat ed
and won the state chanpionship with Jerry Ford as standout on
both sides of the line of scrimmge. As a result, he cane to
the attention of recruiters from several prom nent universities,
including Mchigan State, Northwestern, and Harvard. Ford,
however, chose the University of Mchigan, then "riding high in
the Big Ten."*

At M chigan, Ford continued his earlier pattern of
athletics, academ cs, and part-tinme jobs, leaving himlittle
time for traditional college high jinks. Accordingly, he
continued to pile up the honors. Though he maintains that
col l ege work was a struggle, he managed to finish in the top 25%
of his class, no nean feat for a student-athlete who conpleted a

doubl e-maj or in economics and political science.*® Decades

“4%terHorst, Gerald Ford, pp. 37-38.

““Ford, A Tinme to Heal, p. 53.




| ater, Ford's biographical wite-ups listed himas a "pre-|law

w46

st udent . According to terHorst, Ford nade "A's' in four

courses during his years at M chigan: Anmerican Governnent, Mney

" These would

and Credit, European History, and Organized Labor.*
be perfect subjects to prepare his for his next step — |aw
school .

Meanwhi | e, Ford continued his mastery of football at the
University of Mchigan. During his first season he won the
Meyer Morton Trophy awarded annual |y for outstandi ng performnce
in Spring practice.*® Ford was a menber of M chigan's 1932 and
1933 nati onal chanpi onship teans and energed as starting center
in 1934. During his senior season he won the nost val uabl e
pl ayer award “but the teamwon no plaudits.” Despite his
pl aying for a Mchigan squad that | ost seven of its eight ganes,
Ford garnered national post-season honors. On 1 January 1935 he
pl ayed both of fense and defense in the East-Wst Shrine Gane in

San Francisco. Hi s performance was so inpressive that G een Bay

Packers coach Curly Lanbeau of fered hima professiona

46CBY, 1961.

“’terHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 43

“8Ford, A Tinme to Heal, p. 51.




contract.*® In the sutmer of 1935 Ford played on the College
All-Star teamin the then-traditional gane agai nst the Nationa
Foot bal | League chanpions. The 1935 NFL title-holders were the
Chi cago Bears, a teamthat included the |egendary Bronko
Nagurski.®® Ford recalled that "both the Detroit Lions and the
G een Bay Packers offered me $2,800 to play for themthat fall
That was bi g noney, but pro football wouldn't |ead nme anywhere.
VWhat intrigued ne nost was the possibility of studying |aw ">
Foot bal | took CGerald Ford far beyond his G and Rapids
origins. In 1935 he took a job as an assi stant football coach

at Yale University and in 1938 he entered Yal e Law School . ®2

True to form Ford excelled as a | aw student. More inportantly,

““terHorst, Gerald Ford, pp. 41-42.

*°CBY, 1961. Ford reaped decades of personal and political
benefit fromhis playing days. Twenty-five years after his fina
gane at M chigan, Sports Illustrated naned Ford to its 1959
Silver Anniversary Al -Anerican Team for having "made a telling
contribution to American professional, business, and comunity
life this past quarter-century." The nmagazi ne described Ford's
post -football career as "all wins, no | osses” during which “a
thriving law practice in the Gand Rapids area led, in 1948, to
his election to a Congressional seat which he has yet to
relinquish.” See "1959 Silver Anniversary Al -Anerica," Sports
|l lustrated, 21 Decenber 1959, p. 86.

®lFord, A Time to Heal, p. 53.

52CBY 1975.



Yal e brought Gerald Ford into contact with the Eastern
Establishnment a full six years before Pearl Harbor. He traveled
from M chigan to New Haven, Connecticut, with a salary just
$400. 00 shy of the “big noney” offered by the National Footbal
League. Ford held several positions on the Yale staff. He was
varsity line coach, head coach of the Yale freshman team and
boxi ng coach. ®3

At Yale, Ford saw “the chance to realize two dreans at once
— to stay in football and to pursue a |long-nurtured aspiration
for |aw school.”®* To Ford, the “Yale canpus, an attractive
pl ace today [1979], was even nore beautiful then. The tal
Gothic towers were inspiring, the | ong sweeping | awms refreshing
and clean. Everywhere | went, | discerned an atnosphere of
schol arship, dignity, and tradition.” Coaching, however, was a
full time job and it was not until 1938 that Ford convinced Yal e
officials that he coul d handl e both coaching and | aw school . °®

The Yal e experience was an incal cul abl e boon to the
political career of Gerald Ford. According to terHorst, Ford
“benefited i Mmensely fromrubbing el bows with nen of such

caliber. They lifted his intellectual horizon and broadened his

®3TerHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 43.

>4 bi d.

°*Ford, A Tine to Heal, pp. 54, 56.




"5  Ford's tine at

under st andi ng of gl obal and national issues.
Yal e al so provided himw th extraordi nary connections within the
Anerican Establishnent. Two of the young nen that Ford coached,

“a tackl e named Bob Taft, and a thin but very gutsy end naned

Bill Proxmire, entered the U S. Senate.®’ Both becanme proni nent

°5TerHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 44.

*"Ibid., pp. 55-56. Robert Taft, Jr. was the son and namesake
of the rock-ribbed “isolationist” Senator from Chio. Born in
Cncinnati, Taft conpleted his Yale B.A. in 1939 and received
his LL.B. from Harvard Law School in 1942. Taft entered politics
in 1954 and served seven years in the Chio |legislature. He was
el ected to Congress in 1962 and to the U.S. Senate in 1970. See
Who's Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Taft, Robert, Jr. U S
Senator.” WIlliamProxmre was described in 1978 as “an
i diosyncratic gadfly who . . . practiced a kind of pick-and-
choose politics that defies pigeonholing.” See Current Biography
Year book, 1978, s.v. “Proxmire, (Edward) WIliam Nov. 11, 1915
— United States Senator from Wsconsin.” The son of a wealthy
physi cian, Proxmire grew up in the exclusive Lake Forest suburb
of Chicago. He attended the Hill Preparatory School and finished
Yale in 1938 with a major in English l[iterature. A scrub in
football, he managed to earn his Y when “a synpathetic coach
put himin the Princeton gane in the closing days of his college
career.” Proxmre, however, was Yale's |ightweight boxing
chanpion. After Yale, he attended Harvard, earning an MB. A in
1940. He noved to New York, took a job as a clerk at J.P. Mrgan
& Conpany, and studi ed public speaking at Col unbia University.
In 1941 Proxmire enlisted in the U S. Arny and renai ned
stateside for the duration of the war. For a tinme he was
stationed in Chicago, where he studied acting and radio
broadcasting at Northwestern University. Discharged in 1946,
Proxmire returned to New York for another stint with J.P. Mrgan
& Conpany, finding tine to conplete a Harvard naster’s degree in
public adm nistration in 1948. He then set his sights on a
political career and headed to Wsconsin. There he worked as a
| abor reporter for the Madi son Capital Tines, and produced radio
progranms for the American Federation of Labor. Proxmre entered
the Wsconsin legislature in 1950, beating a six-termincunbent.




career politicians who served in the U S Congress with Ford in
| ater years. Ford' s |aw school teachers were also solid

Est abl i shnent types. They included “such renowned | awers” as
Harry Shul man, Thurnond Arnold, and future JFK advi ser Eugene

Rost ow. °8

As an assenbl yman, he “earned a reputation as a severe critic of
Senator McCarthy.” When McCarthy died in 1957, Proxnmire, “a
master of television canpaigning,” won the race to fill the
remai nder of the late Senator’s term Proxmire was the first
Denocratic senator fromWsconsin in a quarter-century. Hi s
political agenda included such issues as “quick, strong action
to boost farmincones, build-up of the United Nations, [an] end
to "tight’ nmoney policy,” and a $2 billion federal public works
program In 1953 Proxnire becane president of Artcraft Press,
publ i shers of several |abor newspapers and The Progressive, the
magazi ne founded by Robert LaFollette. Proxmre' s first wife was
El sie Rockefeller, a great-grandni ece of John D. Rockefeller,
Sr. See CBY, 1958, s.v. “Proxmire, (Edward) WIliam Nov. 11,
1915 — U. S. Senator from W sconsin; business executive.”

*8Ter Horst, Gerald Ford, p. 44. Harry Shul man was born in
Russia in 1903 and canme to the U.S. as a boy in 1912. He earned
an A.B. at Brown University in 1923 and an LL.B. at Harvard in
1926. Before joining the faculty of Yale Law School in 1930,
Shul man practiced law in New York City and served as | aw cl erk
to Suprene Court Justice Louis Brandeis. During Wrld War |
Shul man was an active |labor arbitrator and served as unpire on
cases involving the United Auto Wirkers and the avi ation
i ndustry. See Who WAs Who in Anmerica, Volunme 3, s.v. “Shul nan,
Harry, univ. prof., dean.” Shul man co-authored books on federal
jurisdiction and procedure with “his friend and forner Harvard
prof essor, Felix Frankfurter.” See Current Biography Yearbook,
1952, s.v. “Shulman, Harry WMar. 14, 1903 — Labor-nmanagenent
arbitrator; college professor.” As noted above, Frankfurter was
a nentor for both John J. MO oy and “Wse Man” Dean Acheson.
Thurman Arnold was a native of Womn ng who cane east to study at
| vy League institutions. He earned his A B. at Princeton in 1911
and LL.B. at Harvard in 1914. After World War | service as an
artillery officer in France, Arnold practiced |aw and was a | aw
prof essor in Chicago, Womn ng, and West Virginia before joining




Wthin this Yale group, WIlliamProxmre is the nost
significant. A brief exam nation of Proxmre s gadfly
t endenci es during the Kennedy years brings to light the personal
and political ties anmong key JFK insiders and the John J. MC oy
anbit. In 1961 Proxmre, by then w dely-known as a political
maverick, created a stir when he challenged the inpartiality of
t hree Kennedy appointees -— all oil nen. |In a Senate speech,
Proxmre criticized the Kennedy Admi nistration saying that its
“otherwi se fine record” was “bl ackened by oil influence.”
Proxm re maintained that the “inpartiality of the Adm nistration
on matters affecting oil” had been “severely shaken” by the
appoi ntnent of oil executives to key governnent posts: Jerone J.
O Brien, of Hunble G| and Refining Conpany, as director of the
Interior Departnent’s Ofice of G| and Gas; Lawence O Connor
of Goldston G|, as a nenber of the Federal Power Conm ssion;
and John B. Connal ly, “executor of one of the biggest private

oil estates in the world,” as Secretary of the Navy, which

the Yale faculty in 1931. During the New Deal, Arnold served as
assistant attorney general in charge of anti-trust. See WWA

Vol unme 5, s.v. “Arnold, Thurman Wesley, lawer.” A diligent
governnent | awyer and bureaucrat, Arnold was also a zeal ous
pronmoter of the U S war effort. He created a stir during Wrld
War Il when he tagged both oil conpanies and | abor unions with
“restraint of trade.” He was described as “a cross between
Voltaire and a cowboy with the cowboy predom nating.” See CBY,
1940, s.v. “Arnold, Thurman Wesley June 2, 1891 — United States
Assi stant Attorney Ceneral in charge of the Antitrust Division.”




Proxm re described as “the county’s |argest buyer of petroleum

"5 Proxmire was unable to derail these nominations. John

fuel s.
B. Connally was a protégé of Vice-President Lyndon Johnson. A
first-rate political operator in his own right, Connally was

al so an oil conpany | awer with extensive connections within the
McCl oy anbit. 1In 1963 Connally energed as a central figure in

t he Kennedy assassination story when, as governor of Texas, he
had the m sfortune of riding with JFK in the Dall as notorcade.

Connal Iy was hinself severely injured in the gunfire at Deal ey

Pl aza. ®°

**New York Tinmes, 9 Septenber 1961. Jeronme J. O Brien was
vi ce-president of Hunble G| and Refining Conpany. See New York
Times, 6 Septenber 1961. Hunble was an oil production affiliate
of Standard G| of New Jersey. See Yergin, The Prize, pp. 222,
225. Lawence O Connor was vice-president of Goldston G| from
1945-1958. During the Ei senhower Adm nistration he served as
assistant director of the Interior Departnent’s Ofice of Ol
and Gas. He served on the Federal Power Conmm ssion from 1961-
1971 before becom ng vice-president of Standard O | of Chio. See
Wio Was Who in Anerica, Volune 12, s.v. “O Connor, Law ence
Joseph, Jr.; energy consultant.” Goldston G| “carried on joint
operations with Hunble G| and Refining Conpany.” See Nationa
Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Volune 43, s.v. “Goldston,
Wal ter Leon, geol ogist and oil operator.”

®0John B. Connally was born in 1917 in Floresvile, Texas. He
attended the University of Texas at Austin and received his
LL.B. in 1941. Connally entered the Navy as an ensign and was
assigned to the headquarters of the Chief of Naval Operations.
Connal |y served as | egal assistant to Undersecretary of the Navy
James B. Forrestal, and was on General Ei senhower’s staff in
Al giers before seeing conbat duty on aircraft carriers in the
Paci fic. Though largely unknown outside Washington until 1961
Connal ly’s career paralleled that of Lyndon Johnson, whom he



served as canpai gn aide. Connally was Johnson’ s canpai gn manager
in 1948 during the “bitterly contested” race for the Senate
agai nst forner Texas governor Coke Stevenson. In 1949 Connally
served as Senat or Johnson’s Washington chief-of-staff. In 1960
Connal | y managed Johnson’s run for the presidency, losing to
Kennedy on the convention’s first ballot. Johnson accepted the
party’s nom nation as vice-president. According to a 1961 wite-
up, “politically, Connally can only be described as a Johnson
Denocrat.’ He has the sane talent for political maneuver as
Johnson, but those who observed himduring the political in-
fighting at [the 1960 Denocratic convention in] Los Angeles
bel i eve that he showed a great deal nore self-discipline.”
Connally was a skilled | awer who was admtted to the Texas bar
in 1938, three years before he conpleted | aw school. As a
| awyer, Connally was “attorney for, as well as director in, and
of ficer of, the vast enterprises of the late Sid W Ri chardson
Texas oil tycoon.” These included the Ri chardson Foundati on,
with assets of $400 mllion, and the Ri chardson estate, thought
then to total $1 billion. Wen Kennedy nom nated Connal ly as
Navy Secretary, WIlliam Proxmre saw Connally’s ties to
Ri chardson as a possible conflict of interest. On the other
hand, Senator Richard B. Russell, chairman of the Senate Arned
Services Conmttee and future Warren Conm ssioner, said, “we are
fortunate to have a man who knows sonet hi ng about the oi
business. It will be a distinct advantage for the United
States.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1961, s.v. “Connally,
John B(owden, Jr.) Feb. 27, 1917 — United States Secretary of
the Navy; corporation |awer.” According to Kai Bird, Sid
Ri chardson and John J. McCl oy nmet during the Ei senhower years.
Ri chardson “took an instant liking to McCloy and invited himto
visit his farmin Texas. In a very short tine, their friendship
woul d i ncl ude sone busi ness dealings.” MC oy joined hunting
parties on the Richardson estate, supervised Chase Manhatt an
| oans held by Richardson, and served as Richardson’s attorney
when the tycoon engaged in a late 1950s proxy battle over the
New York Central Railroad. Like MO oy, Richardson was close to
Ei senhower. The Texan was “then one of Anerica’s wealthiest
i ndi vi dual s” and |l ke “counted the oil nagnate as one of his
cl osest friends.” As president, “Ei senhower consulted Ri chardson
on oil and econom c matters and used the Texan to influence .
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson.” See The Chairman, pp. 409, 429,
431-32. Recall that, according to Bird, “MC oy served as lke's
private political counselor” and “hidden vizier.” Recall, also,
that Mcd oy counted anong his hunting conmpani ons anot her Texas
oil man, dint Mirchison. See pp. 429, 542. Murchison and




At Yale, Cerald Ford proved, once again, that he could
conpete with the very best. As he had in high school and
col l ege, Ford excelled academi cally. Nonetheless, he |later
downpl ayed his Yal e Law School acconplishnments, maintaining that
he “somehow . . . got by.”® He did nuch nore than that. Ford
graduated in the top one-third of the Yale Law School C ass of
1941. There were 125 nenbers in this class, of which ninety-
ei ght held Phi Beta Kappa keys fromtheir undergraduate days.®?

More inmportant than his academ c performance was the not her
| ode of ol d-school connections that CGerald Ford devel oped anpong
his Yal e Law School classmates. Many of these nen energed after
Wrld War Il as junior partners in the American Establishnent,
wi th experiences nuch like that of John J. McCoy' s Wrld War |
generation. These included education at the Eastern university
and/or |aw school, a stint in the wartinme mlitary, steady rise
through the elite law firmor major corporation, and, of course,
“governnent service.” Gerald Ford and his fellow Yale nen
pl ayed key roles, sonetinmes at center stage, sonetines behind

the scenes. Though they represented both the Denocratic and

Ri chardson first teanmed up in the oil business in 1919. See Sid
Ri chardson obituary, New York Tinmes, 1 October 1959.

®1TerHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 43.

®2Ford, A Tine to Heal, pp. 55-56.




Republican parties, in the postwar years they forned what Mirray
N. Rot hbard described as a “duopoly” with a common ideol ogy --—
t he aggrandi zenent of the “federal |eviathan” and “centralized

statism?”®3

On foreign policy matters they were frankly
bi partisan.® Like McCl oy’ s generation, the generation of Gerald
Ford proved to be amazingly fluid, its nmenbers noving in and out
of governnent. Ford s generation was al so characterized by
connections within John J. McC oy’'s overarching anbit.

G ven Cerald Ford' s | ater ex-jock public persona, his
political connections are astonishing. Yale Law Schoo
provi ded an extraordinarily charnmed circle of Eastern
Establ i shnment friends for the Mdwestern-born Gerald Ford. 1In
1966, Life magazine ran a photograph and brief story on the 1940
menbers of Yale's Phi Delta Phi |aw school fraternity. Pictured
in the |ast innocent days before America’ s entry into the Second
Wrld War, these nen “woul d have boggl ed the nost effusive of
cl ass prophets.” According to the acconpanying article, this

was “one club that [woul d] not need name tags at its reunion.”®

®*Murray N. Rothbard, “The Revol ution Conmes Home,” The Free
Mar ket, January 1995, pp. 4-5.7

®4To Rothbard, “bipartisan” was a “dread word that itself
signifies duopoly and a sellout of principle.” See Ibid.

®«Brothers in a Law Fraternity and How They Have Bl ooned,”
Life, 20 May 1966, pp. 48-48A. See also terHorst, Gerald R
Ford, p. 44.




Several of these Yale Law nmen bear further scrutiny. Their

curricula vitae can shed further light on little-known aspects

of Cerald Ford's career as a menber of the Establishnent.

Cl assmates Louis Hector, Walter Lord, Peter Frelinghuysen,
and Peter Dom nick all achieved Establishnment status. Louis
Hector studied at Oxford in 1939 before serving with the GSS in
China during Wrld War Il. He was a nenber of the Cvil
Aeronautics Board during the Ei senhower Administration.® \alter

Lord was the author of the 1955 bestseller A Ni ght to Renenber,

an account of the sinking of the Titanic. Lord earned a B. A
fromPrinceton in 1939 and his Yale LL.B. in 1946. Hi s studies
were interrupted by a hitch in the 0SS during World War 11.°7
Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen, a native of New York Cty, graduated

nmagna cum | aude from Princeton in 1938 and conpl eted his Yale

LL.B. in 1941. After U S. Navy service in Wrld War |1, he
entered the investnent business. He was elected to Congress
from New Jersey as a Republican in 1952.% Peter H. Domi nick

earned his A B. at Yale in 1937 and his LL.B. in 1940. Between

56\Who's Who in Anerica, 1966-1967, s.v. “Hector, Louis
Julius, lawer.”

87Cont enporary Aut hors, New Revision Series, Volume 22, s.v.
“Lord, Walter 1917 - .~

%8Who’'s Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Frelinghuysen, Peter
H B., congressnman.”




1940 and 1942 Dom ni ck was an associate with Carter, Ledyard &
M1 burn, the Wall Street |aw firmnoted above for its
connections to both the Mdirgans and the Rockefellers. He served
from1942 to 1946 wth the U S. Arny Air Force, earning the Ar
Medal and the Distinguished Flying Cross. After the war Dom nick
nmoved to Col orado where he practiced law. He served in the
Col orado state legislature from 1955 to 1961 and was el ected to
Congress in 1960. He entered the U S. Senate in 1963.°°

Two of Ford s Yale Law classmates, Potter Stewart and Byron
Wiite, rose to the very pinnacle of the Anerican |egal system —-
the U.S. Suprene Court. Both, however, were appointed to these
positions only after forging solid Establishnent credentials.
Potter Stewart was born in Jackson, Mchigan in 1915 and was
raised in Cncinnati. He noved East to attend the Hotchkiss
School in Lakeville, Connecticut. At Yale, Stewart conpleted
his B.A. in 1937 and his LL.B. in 1941, earning cuml aude
di stinction for both. He won the Yale Law School npot court

conpetition, served as editor of the Yale Law Review, and was

el ected to the Order of the Coif, a |l egal honor society. He
studi ed at Canbridge University in 1937. Just before and just

after U S. Navy service in Wrld VWar Il, Stewart worked as an

5%Who's Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Doninick, Peter
Hoyt, U. S. senator.”




associate in the Rockefeller-associated New York | aw firm of
Debevoi se, Stevenson, Plinpton & Page. He then returned to
Ci ncinnati where he practiced | aw and entered |ocal politics,
serving as city councilman and vice-mayor. Stewart was naned
US GCrcuit judge in 1954. A Repubican, Potter Stewart at
first supported his fellow Chioan, the “isolationist” Robert
Taft. He converted to the Ei senhower standard in 1952.

Ei senhower appointed Stewart to the Supreme Court in 1959. 7°

Ocurrent Bi ography Yearbook, 1959, s.v. “Stewart, Potter,
Jan. 23, 1915 - Associ ate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States.” Stewart was one of several of Ford' s Yale Law
School cl assnmates who served as associates in the Debevoise
firm The firms |ead partner, Thomas M Debevoi se, was the
personal attorney of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Representing the
firms second generation was Eli Wi tney Debevoi se, who served
in Germany as John J. McCloy’s general counsel in the Ofice of
Hi gh Conmi ssioner. See Bird, The Chairman, pp. 274, 437. Thonas
Debevoi se was a Yal e undergrad, C ass of 1895. See Who Was Who
in Anerica, Volunme 3, s.v. "Debevoise, Thomas (MElrath),
| awyer." Eli Whitney Debevoi se had both Mrgan and Rockefeller
connections. He earned his A B. at Yale in 1921 and his Harvard
LL.B. in 1925. After six years with Mxrgan-affiliated law firm
of Davis, Polk, Wardwel |, Gardiner & Reed, he joined his
father’s firmwhere he remained until his death in 1990. He
served as an artillery officer during Wrld War | and during
Wrld War 11 was chairman of the Alien Eneny Hearing Board. He
was, throughout his career, also active in numerous
international |egal societies and was considered an authority on
t he devel opnent of post-Wrld War 11 Germany. He was a nenber of
the Council on Foreign Relations. See WWW, Volune 10, s.v.
“Debevoi se, Eli Witney, lawer.” The |ead partner in the Davis
firmwas John W Davis, solicitor general and anmbassador to
Engl and during the Wl son Adm nistration. Davis was the
Denocratic Party candidate in 1924. The firms “clients included
the Guaranty Trust Conpany of New York and certain corporations
in which the J.P. Mdrgan banking interests held stock.” John W




Byron “Wi zzer” Wiite was “the first New Frontier appointee
to the United States Suprenme Court.” Like Ford, Wite was a
top-notch student and a football star who gai ned a national
reputation before entering Iaw and politics. In high school
Wiite was a straight “A” student and val edictorian of his class.
Al the while, he worked as a railroad section hand or sugar
beet picker. He entered the University of Col orado, earned Phi
Bet a Kappa honors, and was val edictorian of the Cass of 1938.7%

Byron White earned his nickname as star hal fback at the
Uni versity of Colorado. During his senior season, in 1937, he
led the nation in rushing, scoring, and total offense. Wite
t ook Col orado to the 1938 Cotton Bow and was naned to the elite
Gantland Rice All-Arerica team His plans to study |aw at

Oxford on a Rhodes Schol arship were put on hold for a year when

Davis was a trustee of the Carnegi e Endownent for Internationa
Peace and a board nenber of the Rockefeller Foundation. See
Nati onal Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Vol une 45, s.v.
“Davis, John Wlliam |awer and diplomat.” From 1921 to 1925,
John W Davis was a partner in Stetson, Jennings, Russell &
Davis. This firms founding partner, Francis Lynde Stetson, was
J.P. Morgan’s personal |awer and was known on Wall Street as
“Morgan’s attorney general.” Morgan reportedly paid Stetson
$50, 000 per annum "nerely to insure first call on his services.”
See Dictionary of Anerican Bi ography, Volune 17, s.v. “Stetson,
Francis Lynde (Apr. 23, 1846 — Dec. 5, 1920), |awyer.”

"lcurrent Biography Yearbook, 1962, s.v. “Wite, Byron
R(aynmond) June 8, 1917 — Associ ate Justice of the Suprene Court
of the United States.”




he accepted a $15,800 offer to play for the NFL team known t oday
as the Pittsburgh Steelers.

After a year as a high-profile professional footbal
pl ayer, White travelled to England in 1939. There he net
twenty-two year old John F. Kennedy, whose father was then U. S
anbassador to the Court of St. Janmes’s. Wen war broke out in
Europe, Wiite returned to the U.S. and entered Yal e Law School
Incredibly, while a student at Yale, Wite also played
professional football with the Detroit Lions. |In 1940 he was
the teani s | eading rusher and was naned All-Pro."3

VWiite' s Yal e Law experience was interrupted by Wrld War
1. He entered the Navy and served as an intelligence officer in
the South Pacific. There he once again ran into Kennedy, who
was a PT boat skipper and soon-to-be-fanous war hero. After the
war, Wiite returned to Yale where he conpleted his LL.B. nmagna
cum laude in 1946 and was adnmtted to the Order of the Coif.
White served as law clerk for Chief Justice Fred M Vinson
during the Court’s 1946-47 term He also renewed his friendship
with fell ow Navy veteran John Kennedy, by then the freshman

Congressman from Massachusetts. '

2| pi d.
3| bi d.
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Conmpl eting his Suprenme Court clerkship, Wite returned to
Col orado to practice law. He maintained his close ties to JFK
and is credited with rallying Col orado Denocrats to the
Kennedy/ Johnson ticket in 1960. |In doing so, “he inpressed the
Kennedy brothers with his drive and ability.” Subsequently, he
was appoi nted Deputy Attorney General. As the Kennedy
Adm nistration’s civil rights point man, he “directed Federal
mar shal s sent to Montgonery, Al abama, to quell race riots
touched off by the Freedom Riders.”’®

Though Byron Wite had never served as a judge, Kennedy
nom nated himto the U S. Suprene Court in 1962. Wite drew
nmedi a prai se for his “adherence to principle, sense of fairness,
and intellectual capacities,” and he received Senate
confirmation despite having had “no judicial experience and [the
fact] that experienced and qualified judges had been passed
over.”’®

Anmong Ford’s Yal e Law School classmates, WIliam W
Scranton, J. Richardson Dilworth, Raynond Shafer, and Stanl ey

Resor, eventually rose to the highest |evels of the Eastern

Establishnent. WIIliam Scranton was a descendant of GCeorge

| pi d.
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Whitfield Scranton, iron manufacturer and founder of Scranton,
Pennsyl vania. WIIliam Scranton attended elite private schools,
Fessenden and Hot chkiss, before entering Yale in 1935. At Yale

he wote political colums for the Yale Daily News al ongside

future JFK speci al assistant McGeorge Bundy. Like many of his
cl assmates Scranton remained to attend Yal e Law School only to
have his education interrupted by Wrld War |1, where he served
inthe US. Arny Air Corps ferrying aircraft across the
Atlantic. Along the way, he earned the nickname “WId Bill.”
Scranton returned to Yale, earned his LL.B. in 1946, and
returned to his honetown to practice |aw and enter business. In
1959 his “interest in history, law, and politics produced a
desire to participate in public service.” Scranton then went to
Washi ngton to serve in the Ei senhower Administration.’’

I n Washi ngt on, Scranton served as press assistant to
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. He served Dulles’s
successor, Christian Herter, in the sanme capacity and al so
represented the State Departnent at NATO and the UN. In 1960
Scranton was el ected to Congress from Pennsylvania. There he
“proved to be an independent-m nded and vocal Representative.”

Though he was a Republican, he supported Kennedy' s foreign

"Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1964, s.v. “Scranton, WIIiam
Warren) July 19, 1917 — CGovernor of Pennsylvania.”




policy. Regarding federal aid, Scranton’s position was to “try
and figure out . . . whether there’s a need to be net by
Governnent and if so, to vote ‘yea regardless of party.” In
1962, Scranton was el ected governor of Pennsylvania, running as
the “harnony candi date” endorsed by all 67 of the state’s GOP
county chairnen.’®

Two years as governor of Pennsylvania thrust Scranton into
nati onal prom nence. By 1964 he was “self-described as a
liberal on civil rights, a conservative in fiscal policy, and an
internationalist in foreign affairs.” This certainly brought
himto the attention of John J. McC oy and the GOP elite. “Wen
i beral Governor Nel son A Rockefeller of New York was knocked
out of the battle for the Republican Presidential nomnation in
June 1964, Governor Scranton stepped in to carry the standard of
the liberal-noderate wing of the party against the front-running
conservative Senator Barry Goldwater.” At the 1964 Republican
Nati onal Convention, Scranton |ost the nomnation to Col dwat er

on the first ballot, 883-214."°

8] bi d.

I'bid. According to Kai Bird, during the 1964 canpai gn John
J. Mcd oy worked “backstage” for “Col dwater’s strongest
remai ni ng opponent, Governor WIIliam Scranton of Pennsyl vania.”
McCl oy, however, denied he was part of a “stop-Gol dwat er”
canpai gn. See The Chairman, pp. 562-63. Scranton went on to
serve with McC oy as a nenber of the President’s Advisory
Committee on Arms Control and D sarmanent from 1969-1976. During




J. Richardson Dilworth took the Wall Street route and
becanme a key associate within the McC oy anbit. Dilworth was
born in Hew ett, New York, in 1916. He earned his Yale LL.B. in
1942. After serving in the Navy during World War 11, Dilworth
entered the buying departnent of Kuhn, Loeb, the Wall Street
banking firmof |ongtinme MC oy crony Benjam n Buttenweiser. By
1951 Dilworth was a partner in the firm In 1958 he becane
presi dent of Rockefeller Brothers, Inc. He also served as
director of Chase Manhattan Bank and as trustee of the
Rockefeller Institute. He was a nmenber of the Council on

Forei gn Rel ati ons. 8°

the Ford years, Scranton was Anbassador to the UN from 1976-77.
He was a nenber of the executive conmttee of the Tril ateral
Commi ssion. See Who’'s Who in Anerica, 1984-1985, s.v. “Scranton,
Wl liamWarren, former anbassador to United Nations, forner
governor of Pennsylvania.” |saacson and Thonas descri be the
Trilateral Conm ssion as “David Rockefeller's elite
international meeting group.” See The Wse Men, p. 726.
Scranton figured promnently as a key aide to President Gerald
Ford. In 1974 Ford selected himto help with the transfer of
power after Richard N xon’s resignation. Scranton served as

Wi te House chief of personnel. As a nenber of Ford s “kitchen
cabinet,” Scranton was “the nost |iberal on social issues.” See
terHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 183, 38, 188-89, 261,
respectively. During his years as Secretary of State, Henry

Ki ssi nger found Scranton to be “selfless and able.” See Henry
Ki ssi nger, Wite House Years (Boston: Little, Brown & Conpany,
1979), p. 50.

8Who's Who in America, 1964-1965, s.v. “Dilworth, J(oseph)
Ri chardson, investnment banker.” According to Harr and Johnson,
“Dick” Dlwrth eventually energed as the Rockefeller famly’s
“seni or manager and financial adviser.” See The Rockefeller
Consci ence, p. 469.




Raynmond P. Shafer was born in New Castle, Pennsylvania, in
1917. He was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Allegheny College in
1938 and finished his Yale LL.B. in 1941. After Navy service in
the South Pacific, Shafer was an associate in the Wall Street
law firmof Wnthrop, Stinson, Putnam & Roberts. He returned to
Pennsyl vania to practice |aw and enter state politics. Shafer
served in the state |legislature from 1959 to 1963 and as
| i eut enant governor from 1963 to 1967. Shafer succeeded his
Yal e Law School classmate WIliam Scranton as governor of
Pennsyl vani a, serving from 1967 to 1971.8%!

Stanl ey Rogers Resor was born in New York City in 1917.

H s father, Stanley Resor, Sr., president of the J. Walter

8lWho's Who in America, 1974-1975, s.v. “Shafer, Raynond
Philip, |awer, business exec.” The founding partner of the
Wnthrop, Stinson firmwas Bronson Wnthrop, a true Anmerican
bl uebl ood who traced his ancestry to John Wnthrop, governor of
Massachusetts Bay Col ony. See National Cyclopedia of Anmerican
Bi ography, Volune 33, s.v. “Wnthrop, Egerton Leigh, |awer and
financier.” Bronson Wnthrop was born in Paris in 1863 to
parents “sojourning abroad at the tine.” He received a
t horoughly English education at Eton and |l ater attended Trinity
Col | ege, Canbridge, where he earned a B.A in 1886 and MA in
1889. He then entered Col unbia University Law School, earning
his | aw degree in 1891. Bronson Wnthrop began his |egal career
with a brief stint at Carter, Ledyard, & Ml burn. Later in 1891,
he and future McCloy nmentor Henry Stinson joined the |aw firm of
Eli hu Root. Wthin two years Wnthrop and Stinson were partners
inthe firmand by 1901 their nanes were on the | etterhead. Wen
Eli hu Root |left to beconme Theodore Roosevelt’s secretary of
state, the firmbecane known as Wnthrop, Stinson. See NCAB,
Vol ume 33, s.v. “Wnthrop, Bronson, |awer.”




Thonpson adverti sing agency, was also a Yale man, O ass of 1901.
Resor attended the G oton School and finished his Yale B.A in
1939. His Yale Law School experienced was interrupted by Wrld
War Il and he served as an Arny officer in Europe, where he
earned the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart.
After conmpletion of his Yale LL.B., he went to Wall Street where
he eventually becane a partner in the Debevoise lawfirm In
1965 Resor was naned Secretary of the Arny by Lyndon Johnson.
Resor was a menber of the Council on Foreign Relations. 8

CGerald Ford’ s Yal e Law connections included three nenbers
of the JFK inner circle, Sargeant Shriver, Cy Vance, and Naj eeb
Hal aby. R Sargeant Shriver served as JFK s Peace Corps
director. He was born in Westm nster, Mryland, in 1915,
attended the Canterbury School, and conpleted his Yale B. A,
with honors, in 1938. He received his Yale LL.B. in 1941 and
was admtted to the New York bar. Shriver served briefly as an
associate in the Wnthrop, Stinmson firmbefore Wrld War |
service in the Navy. After the war, he went to work for Joseph
P. Kennedy, Sr., and becane a nenber of the famly when he
married the boss’s daughter, Eunice, in 1953. Shriver directed

Kennedy business affairs from Chi cago before being naned

82\Who WAs Who in America, Volune 4, s.v. “Resor, Stanley;”
Who's Who in Anerica, 1968-1969, s.v. “Resor, Stanley Rogers,
govt. ofcl.”




director of the Peace Corps by his brother-in-law, President
John F. Kennedy. He was a nenber of the Chicago Council on
Forei gn Rel ations. 83

Cyrus R Vance served as JFK's Secretary of the Army.8%*
Vance was born in Carksburg, Wst Virginia, in 1917, attended
t he Kent School in Connecticut, and earned his Yale B.A in
1939. After conpleting his Yale | aw degree in 1942, Vance
entered the Navy, where he saw conbat duty as a gunnery officer
in the Pacific. Discharged in 1946, Vance worked briefly for
t he Mead Corporation before joining the Wall Street law firm of
Si npson, Thacher & Bartlett in 1947. Vance remained with the
firmuntil 1961, when he resigned to becone general counsel to

the Kennedy Departnent of Defense.®

8Who's Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Shriver, Robert
Sargeant, Jr., dir. Peace Corps.”

84Who's Who in Anmerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Vance Cyrus Roberts,
| awyer, govt. ofch.”

8Current Biography Yearbook, 1962, s.v. “Vance, Cyrus
R(oberts) Mar. 27, 1917 — Secretary of the Arny.” The bl ue-
bl ood law firm of Sinpson, Thacher & Bartlett had its begi nnings
in the late nineteenth century. A key principal in the firmwas
Thomas Thacher, a dyed-in-the-wool Yale nman. His father was a
Yal e Latin professor, and his nother was the daughter of a Yale
presi dent. Thacher attended the Hopkins School and graduated
fromYale in 1871. He studied | aw at Col unbia University and was
admtted to the New York bar in 1875. Thacher soon becane the
attorney for the Equitable Trust Conpany and in 1884 he joi ned
the law firmthat cane to be known as Sinpson, Thacher &
Bartlett. See National Cyclopedia of Anmerican Bi ography, Vol ume




Vance was perhaps the nost charmed of Gerald Ford' s charned
circle. Described at age sixty as “a courtly West Virginian
cast froma classic Establishnment nold,” Vance was the son of a
“wel | -to-do insurance executive” and a “civic-m nded activi st
from Phil adel phia’s Main Line.” Vance was a di stant cousin of
t he aforenenti oned John W Davis, J.P. Mdrgan | awer and
Denocratic candidate for president in 1924. As a youth Vance
read the books in Davis's library and received from“Uncle” John
“his first tutelage in |law and politics. "8

Cyrus Vance was school ed anong Anerica’'s elite. "“As a
student at the exclusive Kent School . . . Vance served as
seni or prefect, played football and ice hockey, and rowed with a
crack crew that conpeted in the Henley Regatta in England.” At
Yal e, Vance pl ayed varsity hockey and was a nmenber of the Torch
Honor Society. Decades later, his Yale Law School professors
remenbered himas a “brilliant student” with a m nd “adept at

storing information.”?’

14, s.v. “Thacher, Thomas, |awer.” The Equitable Trust was the
banki ng firm headed by Nel son Aldrich, father-in-law of John D
Rockefeller, Jr. The Equitable Trust eventually nmerged with
Chase National Bank. See Bird, The Chairman, p. 274.

8current Bi ography Yearbook, 1977, s.v. “Vance, Cyrus
R(oberts) Mar. 27, 1917 — United States Secretary of State.”

87cBy, 1977.



At the Sinpson firm Vance specialized in civil litigation
and was naned partner in 1956. Wile still a partner in the
firm he entered governnent service in 1957 when “Senator Lyndon
B. Johnson called Vance to Washi ngton to serve as speci al
counsel for his Senate Arned Services preparedness
subcomm ttee.” Vance served as LBJ's point man during the
Senate’s investigation of the Ei senhower Adm nistration in the
period followi ng the launch of the Sputnik satellite by the
Soviet Union. In 1958 Vance was chief counsel for the Senate
Special Conmittee on Space and Aeronautics. This commttee
pushed t hrough the | egislation that established the Nationa
Aeronautics and Space Adm nistration. Soon, Vance took the |ead
in Denocratic Party-dom nated investigations into Ei senhower
Def ense Departnent budgeti ng and nucl ear attack preparedness.
Thr oughout, Vance was “unobtrusive in his approach” and “earned
a reputation as a tirel ess worker and skilled negotiator.”8®

In 1961 Vance resigned fromthe Sinpson firm and, at
Johnson’ s recomrendati on, becane general counsel in the JFK
Def ense Departnent. Vance was now |ike John B. Connally -- an
LBJ man ensconced in the Kennedy Adm nistration. Vance was
principle |legal adviser to Defense Secretary Robert MNamara.

Bet ween them Vance and McNanmara reorgani zed the nation’s

88| bi d.



“def ense establishnment.” They created an organi zational and
managenent pl anni ng departnent, centralized supply and
intelligence agencies, and forced through the designation of the
Air Force as the |ead agency in space research and devel opnent . 8°

Cyrus Vance was sworn in as Secretary of the Arny on 5 July
1962. Vance’'s top priorities here were to ensure “cost

ef fecti veness” and to nmintain “an anm cabl e nodus vi vendi”

bet ween McNanara and the mlitary brass. Vance al so took
personal control in 1962 when Kennedy sent Arny paratroopers to
qguell rioting at the University of M ssissippi during the Janes
Meredith controversy. At the tine of Kennedy' s nurder, Vance was
“hel ping the Arny to achieve a strike force nobility to match
the m ssiles and bonbers of the Air Force and the Pol aris
submari nes and super-carriers of the Navy.” This he achieved

during the Vi et nam War. %

89 bi d.

I bid. The VietnamWar and its ugly |l egacy were in |arge
measure the creations of Cyrus Vance. Early-on, Vance was
“overwhel mngly in favor of prosecuting the war with nore nen
and material, with intensified bonbing of North Vietnam and
with increased efforts to create a viable governnent in the
Sout h.” Vance and Yal e cl assmate McCGeorge Bundy personally
sel ected bonbing targets. At that time, Vance was a proponent of
“retaliatory strikes in response to Comruni st attacks on
American installations.” Later, “Vance joined those who advi sed
a cease-fire in Indochina” and was the principal Anerican
negotiator at the Paris Peace Tal ks that began in 1968. Still
|ater, “Vance admtted that in the |ight of hindsight it was a



Naj eeb E. Hal aby was JFK' s director of the Federal Aviation
Adni nistration.®® Anmong Gerald Ford's Yale Law School
cl assmates, none had a nore exotic resune. Halaby was born in
Dallas in 1915, the son of an inmgrant from Syria. Hal aby
devel oped an early interest in flying and obtained his pilot’s
license at age seventeen. He earned a B.A at Stanford in 1937
and studied law for a tine at the University of Mchigan. He
transferred to Yale and conpleted his LL.B. in 1940. Hal aby was
admtted to the California bar and practiced in the firm of

O Mel veny & Myers in Los Angel es.®?

m stake to intervene in Vietnam” Despite this appalling record,
Vance was confirnmed as Secretary of State in the Carter

Adm ni stration by a voice vote in the Senate on 20 January 1977
See CBY, 1977. Vance had connections to at |east three of the
“Wse Men.” According to |Isaacson and Thomas, Vance bel onged to
Scroll and Key, the sanme Yal e secret society as Dean Acheson. At
Paris, Vance was second only to Averell Harriman, who saw Vance
as the “right sort, a product of the inner sanctuns of Yale and
Wall Street.” During the Paris Peace Talks, “it was w dely
assuned that Vance was Johnson’s spy.” See The Wse Men, pp.
707, 726. In addition, Vance was anpong the dignitaries |isted as
attending John J. McCloy's funeral. See Bird, The Chairman, p
16.

lWho's Who in America, 1964-1965, s.v. “Hal aby, Najeeb E.
| awyer, governnment ofcl.”

2Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1961, s.v. “Hal aby, Najeeb
E(lias) MNov. 19, 1915 - - United States governnent official;
former |awyer and business executive. O Mlveny & Myers had its
begi nnings in Los Angeles in 1885. Key principal in the firmwas
Henry W O Melveny, born in Illinois in 1859 of Irish inmgrant
stock. O Melveny attended public schools in Los Angel es and
conpleted his A-B. at the University of California in 1879. From
1879 to 1881 he was a trader in Hawaii. He was adnmitted to the




Naj eeb Hal aby al so had his | egal career interrupted by
Wrld War 11. He left O Mlveny & Myers in 1942 and for two
decades noved effortlessly fromthe governnent to the private
sector and vice versa. He served first as an Arny Air Force
flight instructor, then as a test pilot for Lockheed Aircraft
Corporation. 1In 1943 he joined the Navy and organi zed t hat
service's first test pilot school. He later served as the chief
instructor at the Naval Air Test Center in Patuxent River,

Mar yl and. %3
After the war Hal aby went to Washington and entered the

intelligence field. 1n 1948 he joined the Truman State

California bar in 1881 and practiced in Los Angeles until his
death in 1941. O Melveny’ s |egal practice centered on the vital
i ssues of a burgeoning California — probate and corporate | aw,
real estate, water rights, and public utilities. The firms
client list included Shell GO1l, Fullerton GI, Bank of Anerica
Goodyear Tire and Rubber, Proctor and Ganbl e, Souhern California
Edi son, Paranmount Pictures, and the Union Pacific Railroad. See
Nat i onal Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Volune 44, s.v.

“0O Mel veny, Henry WIllianms, |lawer.” Averell Harriman was head
of Union-Pacific. The father of author Paul Fussell was a
partner in the firmof O Melveny & Myers. Fussell noted in his
1996 nmenoir that in the early days of the firm“there was a
great deal of incorporating to be done, of such new enterprises
as the real estate business and soon the filmindustry, and,
|ater, the aircraft-building conpanies. And al ways, of course,
oil.” See Paul Fussell, Doing Battle: The Making of a Skeptic
(Boston: Little, Brown and Conpany, 1996), p. 12. On Fussell as
critic of the warfare side of the welfare-warfare state, see
Fussell, “The Culture of War,” in Denson, ed., The Costs of War,
pp. 351-358.

%3cBY, 1961.



Departnment as aviation intelligence officer, where he headed the
intelligence co-ordination division. From 1948 Hal aby hel d
several key positions — foreign affairs adviser in the
Depart ment of Defense, adviser on international security and
mlitary assistance matters for the Econom c Cooperation
Adm ni stration, the above-nentioned noney pipeline of the
Marshal |l Plan. As Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for
international security affairs, Halaby was “in charge of placing
armanents contracts for NATOw th foreign governnents in the
“of fshore procurenent’ program "%

When Hal aby left the governnent at the end of the Trunman
Adm ni stration he entered the McC oy anbit as an enpl oyee of
Rockefeller Brothers, Inc. Wile on the Rockefeller payroll,
Hal aby, a Denocrat, worked as a consultant to the Ei senhower
Def ense Departnent. |In addition, Hal aby was a nenber of an
Ei senhower -appoi nted task force that recormmended the formation
of the Federal Aviation Adm nistration, which was established by
Congress in 1958. %

In 1960 Hal aby was nanmed secretary-treasurer and chi ef

counsel to the Aerospace Corporation, an outfit organi zed “to

serve as principle technical adviser for the Air Force on

%4 pi d.

95| bi d.



m ssil e and space progranms.” He also found time to practice |aw
in Los Angeles with his owmn firm N E Hal aby & Associ ates.

John F. Kennedy appointed Hal aby to head the FAA in 1961. A
contenporary wite-up of the occasion noted that “it sel dom
happens that a man whose background includes the piloting of
fighter planes, the practice of law, and service as a
corporation executive finds his way to a governnent post that

makes use of all of his qualifications.”®

| bi d. Naj eeb Hal aby went on to beconme head of Pan Anerican
Airways. He |l ater established Hal aby International, an aerospace
consulting firmwth business ties to the Mddle East. In 1978
he becane the father-in-law of a key pro-Anmerican Arab nonarch
when hi s daughter, Elizabeth “Lisa” Hal aby, married King Hussein
of Jordan. Lisa Hal aby grew up in Washi ngton and New York City
and “nunbered anong her friends the children of prom nent public
officials, including Gace Vance, the daughter of Cyrus R
Vance.” As a teenager, Lisa worked on the 1964 LBJ canpai gn. She
studi ed architecture at Princeton University, enrolling in the
institution's first co-educational class in 1969. Her first job
in the Mddle East was in 1975 with the architectural firm
LI ewel yn- Davi es, Weeks, “which had been conm ssioned to repl an
the city of Teheran.” Lisa went to Jordan in 1976 to work for
Arabair Services, a joint venture set up by Naj eeb Hal aby and
t he Jordani an government to construct an airline pilot’s school.
In 1977 Lisa took a job with the Royal Jordanian Airline, where
at age twenty-six, she was director of facilities planning and
design. It was while working with the airline that she net the
then recently-w dowed King Hussein. See Current Biography
Year book, 1991, s.v. “Noor al-Hussein, Queen of Jordan, Aug.
23, 1951 - .” The June 1978 wedding was a |l ow-key affair, wth
no foreign royalty and only 500 invited guests. Anong those in
attendance was a longtine famly friend, the wife of then-
Secretary of State Cy Vance, who was al so naned Grace. M ss
Hal aby, after professing adherence to Islam becanme Queen Noor
al -Hussein, or “Light of Hussein.” See New York Tines, 16 June
1978. “There [was] little doubt in the m nds of nost M ddl e East




These, then, were Cerald Ford’ s old school pals -- Yale Law
School students poised, on the eve World War Il, to begin their
prof essional careers in the Anerican political and social elite.
That is exactly where they ended up. In later years they played
key roles as OSS nen, investnent bankers, Wall Street |awyers,
and retainers for major oil conpanies. Several went on to
beconme nenbers of the Council on Foreign Relations and
Trilateral Conmmission. Ohers served as behind-the-scenes
operators in the State and Defense Departnents. Most
i mportantly, many becane career politicians serving in state
| egi sl atures, as governors, and in both houses of the U S
Congress as contenporaries of Gerald Ford. Wthin this elite
group, Ford proved to be no slouch as he devel oped an
Establ i shnment resunme of his own.

Geral d Ford had not conpleted | aw school when he found his
attention diverted by war and politics. |n 1940 the Gernans
were on the march in Europe as Franklin Roosevelt ran for a
third term agai nst newconer Wendell WIllkie. It was during this
canpai gn that Ford began his journey toward a career in
politics. In doing so, entered the McC oy anbit hinself when he

travel l ed from New Haven to New York to stunp for the WIllkie

wat chers,” noted the New York Tines, that his daughter’s
marriage to the King “[woul d] serve to enhance M. Hal aby’s role
in that part of the world.” See NYT, 23 May 1978.




ticket. According to terHorst, WIIlkie was “anatherma to the so-
call ed Republican professionals, a fact that boosted his
st andi ng anong i ndependents, coll ege students, and " good
government’ Republicans.” Soon, Ford “was thoroughly commtted
to WIllkie, inspired by the Hoosier’s pledge to beat the party
bosses and capture the Republican nom nation.” After “a few
weekends” in New York, Ford spent the sumer on the WIIlkie
canpaign in his home state of M chigan.®’

Wendel |l W11l kie was al so the candi date of choice anpong the
GCOP internationalist elite. As nentioned above, Kai Bird
mai ntai ns that John J. MO oy ran a back room W I | ki e fund-
rai sing operation fromhis office in the Cravath law firm 1In
1940, McC oy was Cravath’s nmanagi ng partner. One of his duties
in this capacity was to keep the firmsupplied with associ ates.
It is safe to assune that, anong his skills as a big-tine

| awyer, MO oy was a keen judge of talent, always on the | ookout

for a bright new prospect.® No new prospect was brighter than
Gerald Ford — top notch student, nationally-prom nent football
star, and Yale Law man. In his nenoir, Ford did not nention

McC oy or Cravath, but maintained that he |ater “received

®TerHorst, Gerald Ford, pp. 6-7.

%0n MO oy as Cravath managi ng partner, see Bird, The
Chairman, p. 96. On MC oy as WI Il kie noney channel, see p. 111.



tentative offers fromlaw firms in Phil adel phia and New York.”%°
Ford woul d eventually practice law, but not in the East. Hi s
| egal career took himback to Gand Rapids, after World War 11
Unl i ke sone of his classmates, Gerald Ford earned his Yale
LL.B. and practiced |law for a year before the Second Wirld War
interrupted his life. Spurning offers fromEastern |law firns,
Ford instead returned to Grand Rapi ds and opened a practice with
Phil Buchen, a fraternity brother fromthe University of
M chigan. “lnpatient and anbitious,” the two soon attracted
clients with pension and divorce cases. Pearl Harbor, though,
brought an end to Ford's fledgling law firm He later recalled
that “there was no doubt in ny mnd that the United States woul d
go to war, that the war would be I ong, and that everything woul d
change very quickly for me.”'®  Sure enough, Gerald Ford was in
uniformw thin four nonths.
In April 1942 Ford, still unmarried at age 29, entered the
Navy as an ensign. After indoctrination at Annapolis, he was

sent to Chapel Hill, N C, as physical education instructor for

cadets undergoing pre-flight training. He found hinself

“Ford, ATine to Heal, p. 57.

1001 hj d. Phil Buchen became a lifelong Ford advi ser and
| ater made the secret preparations for Ford' s transition to the
presi dency upon the resignation of Ri chard N xon. See terHorst,
p. 180.



al ongsi de anot her sports celebrity, fornmer boxing chanpi on Gene
Tunney. Ford, however, chafed under this “easy shore duty”

routine. 0t

There was “a war going on,” Ford later wote, “and |
want ed desperately to be a part of it.” He began a letter-
writing canpaign to Navy superiors that |landed him in spring
1943, aboard the U S.S. Monterrey. The ship arrived in the
Pacific in 1943 and took part in the sea battles that wore down
t he Japanese fl eet by Decenber 1944. Ford, as gunnery officer
and assi stant navigator, saw serious conbat action but managed
to make it hone to Grand Rapids for Christmas in 1945. He

remained in the Navy until the follow ng year.?

Wien finally
di scharged, Ford added an outstandi ng conbat service record to
his burgeoning resune. Al told, he “served forty-seven nonths
on active duty with the Navy, returning hone to Grand Rapids
wth the reserve rank of |ieutenant commander, ten battle stars
on his chest . . . and excellent marks on his service record
fromhis superior officers.”!03

By 1946 Gerald Ford had the perfect background for a

favored political career. He quickly turned his attention in

this direction and in less than two years he was el ected to

0lTer Horst, Gerald Ford, p. 47.

102F0rd, A Tine to Heal , pp. 58-60.

103Ter Horst, Gerald Ford, p. 48.




Congress from Grand Rapids, Mchigan. Once there, he proved to
be a master of the art of incunbency. Ford directed a flaw ess
constituent-service operation that kept himin the House of
Representatives for a quarter-century. As a Congressman Ford
served on key finance, foreign policy, and intelligence
conmittees in a manner that earned hima reputation for

bi parti sanship and a place on the Warren Conm ssion. Hi s

assi duous courting of Congressional power brokers assured his
steady rise through the GOP hierarchy. Ford seened destined to
beconme Speaker of the House when, nearly a decade after the
Warren Conm ssion issued its report, he left Congress to becone
Vi ce-president during the Watergate era. Only then did Gerald
Ford truly enter the political Iinelight.

The crucial years for Ford were those inmediately follow ng
Wrld War 11. Like mllions of other young Americans, his first
order of business was to resune civilian life. Again, Ford did
nore than sinply pick up where he left off. He also managed to
bol ster his Establishnment connections, this time in the unlikely
| ocal e of Gand Rapids. Wen he cane hone to practice |aw, Ford
joined Butterfield, Keeney & Amberg, the city's |leading firm?%

Here, 500 mles from Washi ngton, and seemingly a world away from

104Ford, A Tine to Heal, pp. 61-62. Ford's own Warren
Conmi ssion-era witeup in Wio's Wio lists only the short-Ilived
prewar Buchen & Ford. See Who’'s Who in Anerica, 1964-1965.




t he emergi ng postwar internationalist consensus, Gerald Ford
found his way into a |law firm whose senior partner, Julius H
Anberg, had served within the Henry Stinmson-John J. MC oy War
Departnent inner circle.

At first glance, Ford s new enpl oyer seened to have little
in conmmon with the Eastern Establishnment. Founding partners
Roger W Butterfield and Wllard F. Keeney were M chi gan nen of
| ong standing. They formed the partnership in 1887 and rose to
prom nence as attorneys and businessnen. Both served as
directors of |ocal banks, |unber conpanies, and furniture
manufacturing firms. They also assuned | eadership roles in
numer ous church groups and civic organi zations in the G and

5

Rapi ds vicinity.!® 1In 1919 the two expanded the firm taking in

10°gytterfiel d was born in Onondaga County, N.Y. in 1844,
the son of a Baptist mnister who noved his famly to New Jersey
and lowa before settling in Mchigan. “Known as a man of
intellect and el oquence,” Butterfield attended Giswol d Coll ege
in lowa and Adrian College in M chigan before going east to
conplete an LL.B. at Princeton in 1868. During his career
Butterfield becane the director of no | ess than nine |ocal
conpani es. He died in 1920. See National Cycl opedia of Anerican
Bi ography, Volune 8, s.v. “Butterfield, Roger WIlianms, |awer.”
The son of a farmer, Keeney was a product of the M dwest. He was
born in Arcola, Illinois, in 1862. He attended public schools in
Grand Rapids and studied |aw at the University of M chigan
before joining Roger W Butterfield as a clerk in 1882. Here
Keeney's legal training was in the classic style. He “read” |aw
and was adnmitted to the Mchigan bar in 1883. Wthin four years
he was a partner in the firm Keeney was considered an authority
on trust, real estate, and tinber law. Like Butterfield, Keeney
was a director of |ocal banks and busi nesses. He died in 1946.
See NCAB, Volume 37, s.v. “Keeney, WIllard Franklin, |awer.”




Butterfield s son, Roger C. Butterfield, and Grand Rapi ds native
Julius H Anberg. 1%

Cl oser exam nation reveals that the addition of Julius
Amber g brought the Grand Rapids law firma partner with solid
Eastern Establishnment credentials. Anberg was born in 1890, the
son of a local nerchant. He received his early education in the
public schools of G and Rapids but traveled east to attend
Col gate University. He received his B.A in 1912 and entered

Harvard Law School. There he edited the Harvard Law Revi ew and

conpleted his LL.B. in 1915. Returning to Grand Rapi ds, Anberg
practiced |law and held interests in nunerous furniture
manufacturing firms and | unber conpanies. In this respect his
activities paralleled those of his |law partners. In public
servi ce, however, his activities paralleled those of John J.
McCloy. During the First Wrld War Anberg served as “speci al
assistant” to Felix Frankfurter, an adviser at the \War
Department. Recall that Frankfurter was a Harvard Law School
prof essor and longtine nentor to McCloy. Simlarly, during the
Second World War, Anberg served as “special assistant, 1941-

1945, to Henry Stinson, then U S. secretary of war.” Recall,

108The history of the Butterfield firmis related in Wllard
F. Keeney’s NCAB writeup.



too, that McCloy ran the Stinmson War Departnment as assi stant
secretary of war. %’
Julius Anberg died in 1951 at age sixty. Though his death

occurred in Grand Rapids, the New York Tinmes acknow edged

Anberg’s Establishnent status in an obituary that described him
as “an attorney who was pronminent in state and Federal affairs.”
According to the Tines, Anberg actually served as assistant to
Undersecretary of War Robert P. Patterson, who becane Secretary
of War upon Henry Stimson’s resignation in 1945. The Tines al so
noted that Anberg and Patterson were Harvard Law Schoo

cl assmat es who wor ked together as editors of the Harvard Law

Revi ew, 108

These connections, all found in readily available |ibrary
reference materials, place Julius Anmberg at the heart of the
McCl oy anmbit. According to |Isaacson and Thomas, John J. Md oy
and Robert Lovett, described by Henry Stinmson as the “Inps of
Satan,” had two other co-assistants in the War Departnment. The
first was Harvey Bundy, Stinson’s “personal assistant and ai de-

de-canp.” Bundy was a Yale Skull and Bones man and fat her of

107Nat i onal Cycl opedi a of American Bi ography, Vol une 39,
s.v. “Anmberg, Julius Houseman, |awyer.” On McCoy’'s Frankfurter
and Stinson connections, see Bird, The Chairman, Chapters 3 and
7.

1983yl i us Anberg obituary, New York Times, 25 January 1951.




future JFK advisers WIIliamand McGeorge Bundy. The younger
Bundys “in their own tinme would becone heirs to the Stinsonian
tradition.” The second was Robert Patterson, whose task in the
War Departnent was to “procure equipnment.” Patterson was “a

| awyer and fornmer judge who wore the belt of a German sol dier he
had killed during Wrld War | as a constant rem nder of the
critical nature of his work.” Like McCl oy and Lovett, Bundy and
Patterson hel ped “set the bipartisan tone for the postwar

peri od. " 1%

1091 saacson and Thomas, The Wse Men, pp. 191-192. Today the
Bundy nanme is synonynmous with the Eastern Establishnment. Harvey
Bundy, however, was a native of Gand Rapids, M chigan. He was
born in 1888, just two years before future War Depart nent
col | eague Julius Anberg. Bundy attended the Hackl ey School in
Tarrytown, N. Y., finished Yale in 1909, and received his Harvard
LL.B. in 1914. After a Supreme Court clerkship with Justice
A iver Wendell Hol mes, Bundy joined a Boston law firm and
married the senior partner’s daughter. “Urbane, scholarly, and
erudite, Bundy began a successful |egal practice that was
interrupted by calls to governnment service.” He served in such
Progressi ve-era bureaucraci es as the Food Admi nistration and the
Sugar Equali zation Board where he “earned a reputation for
quiet, intelligent, and adroit adm nistration, and becane
famliar with conplex economc nmatters.” In 1931 Henry Stinson,
then Secretary of State under Hoover, appointed Bundy as
assi stant secretary and the two “devel oped a close and | asting
relationship.” In 1941, Stinmson, by now FDR s Secretary of War,
called Bundy to the War Departnent. Stinson "relied heavily on
Bundy for advice on the nost urgent adm nistrative, personnel,
and policy matters.” According to the DAB, Bundy “exerted
consi derabl e i nfluence through his involvenent in sensitive
matters and his closeness with the secretary.” Bundy was al so
described as a “prinme nover in coordinating the rapid
devel opnent of scientific projects, in particular, the atom
bonmb.” See Dictionary of Anerican Biography, Supplenent 7, s.v.




“Bundy, Harvey Hollister (Mar. 30, 1888 - Cct. 7, 1963), |awyer,
assi stant secretary of state, and special assistant to the
secretary of war.” After World War 11, Bundy served as director
of the World Peace Foundation. From 1952 to 1958 he was chairman
of the Carnegi e Endowrent for International Peace, succeeding
John Foster Dulles. See Harvey H. Bundy obituary, New York
Times, 8 Cctober 1963. Two of Harvey Bundy’'s sons rose to

prom nence in the Kennedy inner circle. MGeorge Bundy was a
Yal e man, Cl ass of 1940. He joined JFK in 1961 as “speci al
assistant to the President for national security.” He was a
political analyst for the Council on Foreign Relations from 1948
to 1949. In 1949 he joined the political science faculty at
Harvard and remained there until 1961. See Wo's Wio in Anerica,
1964- 1965, s.v. “Bundy, MGeorge, govt. ofcl.” WIIiam Bundy
finished Yale in 1939. He joined JFK in 1961 as “deputy

assi stant secretary of defense for international security
affairs.” He was a nenber of the Council on Foreign Rel ations.
See WM, 1964-1965, s.v. “Bundy, WIIiam Putnam govt. ofcl.”
The Bundy famly had very close relations with the “Wse Men.”
According to |Isaacson and Thonas, “when [Dean] Acheson’s
daughter Mary nmarried Harvey Bundy’'s son Bill, it was Jack and
Ell en MO oy who hosted the weddi ng breakfast.” See The W se
Men, p. 193. In addition, a Bundy sister, Katherine, was Ms.
Hugh D. Auchincloss, Jr. As such she was “related by nmarriage to
Jacquel i ne Kennedy.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1962, s.v.
“Bundy, McGeorge Mar. 30, 1919 — United States governnment
official; author; educator.” MGeorge Bundy' s 1962 CBY wite-up
al so described himas part of a “small coterie of insiders”
known as “the unofficial cabinet of President John F. Kennedy.”
Recal | that McGeorge Bundy was a cl ose associate of Cerald
Ford's Yal e Law School classmate Cyrus R Vance. Robert P
Patterson was born in den Falls, N Y., in 1891. He finished

Uni on Col | ege with Phi Beta Kappa honors in 1912. Upon
conpletion of his Harvard | aw degree he joined the law firm
headed by pioneer internationalists Elihu Root and Grenville
Clark. World War | quickly interrupted Patterson’ s | aw career

He joined up early, serving first in Pershing’ s 1916 canpai gn
agai nst Pancho Villa. He |ater attended the Plattsburgh training
canp before going to France as an artillery officer in 1917. He
earned a Di stinguished Service Cross and pronotion to major
before his discharge in 1919. Between the wars, Patterson
founded his own law firm and was appointed to judgeshi ps by both
Hoover and Roosevelt. Patterson resigned fromthe bench in July
1940, a full eighteen nonths before Pearl Harbor, to becone
undersecretary of war under Stinson, then seventy-two years ol d.




Associ ation with Harvey Bundy and Robert Patterson placed

Julius Anberg within an elite circle. In short, the G and
Rapi ds- born Anberg was a high level functionary in the
Est abl i shment- dom nated War Departnent. In 1948, as the ranking
partner in the firmof Butterfield, Keeney & Anberg, he played a
crucial role in Gerald Ford' s first canpaign for Congress.

Cl oser exam nation of Grand Rapids reveals that it was not
a political backwater. In 1948 the city provided the backdrop

for significant Cold War devel opnents and it was within this

Patterson “keenly felt the need to prepare for war and worked
hard to achieve that goal.” Like McCl oy and Lovett, Patterson
was a staunch advocate for an all-out Anerican war effort. He
“supported increased production by stream ining contracts for
expansion of facilities, and by shelving the cautious,

| egal i stic approach of peacetinme in favor of rapid buildup.” At
war’s end, Truman offered Patterson a position on the Suprene
Court. Patterson chose instead to succeed Stinson as Secretary
of War. He served until 1947 and resigned to resune the practice
of law. Patterson died in a plane crash in Elizabeth, N.J., in
1952. He was president of the Council on Foreign Relations. See
DAB, Supplenent 5, s.v. “Patterson, Robert Porter (Feb. 12, 1891
— Jan. 22., 1952), l|awyer, judge, and secretary of war.” At his
death Patterson was described as “the strong right arm of
Secretary of War Henry L. Stinson.” The New York Tinmes hailed
Patterson as a statesman whose “voice was raised many tines to
call for universal mlitary training and to ask that the Western
denocraci es forma genuine political and econom c union.” In
addition to heading up the Council on Foreign Relations,
Patterson was president of Freedom House. See Robert P.
Patterson obituary, New York Tines, 23 January 1952. Anong those
associ ated with Freedom House were such internationalist |eading
lights as Wendell W1 Ikie and El eanor Roosevelt. See Elsworth
Barnard, Wendell WIIkie: Fighter for Freedom (Marquette,

M chi gan: Northern M chigan University Press, 1966), p. 337;
Donal d Bruce Johnson, The Repubilcan Party and Wendell WI I kie
(Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 1960), p. 250.




mlieu that Gerald Ford entered national politics. Ford
established a routine in which the practice of |aw quickly took
a back seat to his political aspirations. By his own account a
“conpul sive joiner,” Ford plunged into community affairs and
began gearing up for a Congressional canpaign against Mchigan's
entrenched Republicans. Ford maintains that he relished the
opportunity to take on the now-famliar tw n bogeys of the GOP:
the “well -oiled machine,” and A d Guard isolationism The
machi ne boss was a “crusty old mllionaire” nanmed Frank D.
McKay. “A strong believer in patronage, he was powerful,
arrogant, and dictatorial.” MKay's man in Mchigan's Fifth
District was Congressman Bartel J. Jonkman, “a fervent
isolationist . . . doing everything he could to torpedo

constructive foreign aid legislation.” Jonkman was first el ected
to Congress in 1940 and had becone the ranking Republican on the
House Foreign Affairs Conmttee. Ford, defying Jonknman’s solid
position within the M chigan Dutch community, announced his
candi dacy in June 1948, just before the filing deadline.?!®

In his nmenoir, Ford suggests that he devel oped

internationalist sentinents on his own and that he sought to

unseat the isolationist Jonkman as the first step in a political

10F0rd, A Tinme to Heal, pp. 62-65.




career. Before the war, he wote, “I’d been an isolationist.

| ndeed, while at Yale, | had expressed the view that the U S
ought to avoid entangling alliances abroad. But now | had becone
an ardent internationalist. M wartinme experiences had given ne

an entirely new perspective.”!!?!

In his canpaign, Ford ignored
| ocal issues and concentrated instead on foreign policy.
TerHorst’s assessnent was simlar. Ford s “long nonths
overseas had made it philosophically inpossible for himto slip
back confortably into the isolationismthat still characterized
western M chigan’s conservative outl ook on the world.”
Ter Hor st, however, suggests that Ford was part of a wi der effort
to unseat a Congressman deened unacceptable to the
Establi shnent. As an aspiring politician, Ford nmust have been
aware of the career of M chigan Senator Arthur H Vandenberg,
who “had made a dramatic switch fromisolationismto
internationalismduring Wrld War I1.” As an undoubtedly astute
observer, Ford could hardly have failed to notice the enornous
political benefits of foreign policy bipartisanship.
Art hur Vandenberg, a Republican and a native of G and
Rapi ds, took a leading role in the establishnent of the UN and
provi ded crucial GOP support for the Truman Doctrine. By 1948

Senat or Vandenburg and Congressnman Jonkman were | ocked in a

11 pid. p. 61.



spirited intrastate battle over the future of Anmerican foreign
policy. To Vandenberg's horror, and to the intense interest of
radio listeners and newspaper readers in M chigan, Jonknman
assailed the Marshall Plan as a “boondoggle” and “a fl agrant
waste of tax dollars, likely to be subverted by socialistic

| eaders in Britain, Germany, and France.” To Jonkman, the
Marshall Plan was “a col ossal nonunent to fuzzy thinkers in the
Wi te House, the State Departnment, and Congress.” Thus,

Ter Hor st mai ntains, Vandenberg, from a discreet distance, began
the search for a candidate to run against Bartel Jonkman. That
candi date was, of course, Yale Law School graduate and Navy

conbat veteran CGerald R Ford. 2\

Y2TerHorst, Gerald Ford, pp. 14-15. Arthur H Vandenberg
was born in Grand Rapids in 1884, the sane year as Barte
Jonkman. Vandenberg began the study of law at the University of
M chigan in 1901 but left after a year to take a job as office
boy at the Grand Rapids Herald. He soon rose to editor and
served in that capacity until 1928. In the latter year
Vandenberg was appointed to a vacant seat in the U S. Senate. He
won the 1928 election and remained in the Senate until his death
in 1951. See Wio Was Who in Anerica, Volume 3, s.v. “Vandenberg,
Art hur Hendrick, senator.” Few public figures have made such an
abrupt and hi ghly-acclai ned about-face on core political
principles. In 1940 Vandenberg s phil osophy was descri bed as
“natural Mdwest isolationism” In this vein, the Senator from
M chi gan “accused the New Deal of jeopardizing the nation’s
peace by neddling internationally where it is none of our
concern.” He al so opposed the 1940 sel ective service act. “Say
what you please . . . something precious goes out of the
Anmerican way of life and sonething sinister takes its place
under conscription.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1940, s.v.
“Vandenberg, Arthur Hendrick Mar. 22, 1884 — United States




The year 1948 was pivotal in the political |ife of Gerald Ford.

Hs election to Congress in that year |aunched himon his

Senator from M chigan.” By 1948 Vandenberg was “credited by many
observers with having taken politics out of Anmerican foreign
policy.” Vandenberg' s January 1945 address to the Senate
“renouncing his isolationismhas cone to be regarded as one of
the nost cel ebrated speeches in Anerican history because [unlike
t he Republican-1ed sinking of the League of Nations] it was the
first signal that there would be no Republican opposition to
Presi dent Roosevelt’s plan for a United Nations organi zation.”
Vandenberg’'s switch was described as “bipartisan unity and

hi gh | evel statesmanship.” In 1948 Vandenberg was an

ent husi asti c supporter of the GOP ticket that included Thonmas E
Dewey and Earl Warren, then governor of California. See CBY,
1948, s.v. “Vandenberg, Arthur H(endrick) Mar. 22, 1884 —
United States Senator from Mchigan.” At his death in 1951, the
New York Tines noted the vast political significance of
Vandenberg' s reversal. “Many Senators, nore on the isolationist
side than he had been, found it possible to shift their
positions, wthout |oss of face, after the action of the

M chi gan Senator.” See Arthur H Vandenberg obituary, New York
Tinmes, 19 April 1951. In an editorial in the sane edition, the
Ti nes praised Vandenberg' s “uncanny sense of timng” in which
“he switched in 1945 at precisely the nonent of national
deci si on, when his conversion had maxi mum political effect.”

Art hur Vandenberg’s public conversion to internationalismshould
be no surprise, given his status as a career politician. In 1940
he was described as a “trinmer,” an “opportunist,” a “liberal
conservative,” and as one who “stood squarely on both sides of
every issue of the past ten years.” See CBY, 1940. Later,
Vandenberg deni ed being a “straddl er” and nmai ntained that his
“lifelong role” had been “to resol ve opposing extremes into

wor kabl e governnent.” See CBY, 1948. According to |saacson and
Thomas, “Wse Man” Dean Acheson played a role in the effort to
turn Vandenberg. Early on, Acheson saw Vandenberg as “j ust
energing fromhis isolationist chrysalis” and |l earning “to
manage his new wi ngs.” For Acheson, Vandenberg's “long day’'s
journey into our tinmes” was conpleted with the “dramatic
confession on the Senate floor of the errors of isolationismand
[ Vandenber g’ s] realization that our oceans have ceased to be
moats which automatically protect our ranparts.” See The W se
Men, p. 220.




journey as a career politician. Ford remained in the House of
Representatives for a quarter century. In his 1948 election to
Mchigan’s Fifth District, Ford clearly was the Establishnent’s
man. Here party |abel meant nothing as both Republicans and
Denocrats exerted influence on his behalf. Gerald Ford hel ped
to push aside an incunbent who dared to challenge Anerica’s Cold
War orthodoxy. But, in a prelude to the comng “MCarthy Era,”
Bartel Jonkman was a doubly dangerous man. He was not sinply an
“iIsolationist.” Jonkman also led a public effort to renove
communi sts fromthe State Departnment. Wth the assistance of
power ful Establishment nentors, Gerald Ford won the seat in
Congress and forced Jonkman into retirenent. The year was al so
pivotal in Gerald Ford' s personal life. Despite the whirlw nd of
activity associated with his first run for Congress, Ford paused
| ong enough to get married. H's neww fe, Betty, becane his
lifelong political helpmate. Wth Betty stoically tending the
home fires, Ford worked his way through the ranks of the House.
He carefully built a solid bipartisan resune and by 1964 was in
a perfect position to claimthe highest of Establishnment honors
-— a place on the Warren Conmmi ssi on.

Gerald Ford s 1948 Congressional canpaign is a case study
in Rothbard s dreaded duopoly. The GOP contingent itself
spanned the political spectrumand included the professionals

and busi ness people nost often identified wiwth the post-Wrld



War |1 Republican Party. Inpatient with the McKay-Jonkman O d
Guard, they flocked to Ford's standard.®*°-A Anpng Gerald Ford’'s
Republ i can supporters in Grand Rapi ds was an Establi shnent -
connected | awyer naned John B. Martin, a Rhodes scholar with

9

ext ensi ve governnment service in Washington.®° Mre significant,

39_A WIlliam A Syers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald
R Ford: Anti-Bossism Internationalism and the Congressional
Canpai gn of 1948,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, Wnter 1990,
pp. 127-142. This academ c study stresses Gerald Ford’ s reform
activism supposedly nurtured in the 1940 GOP canpai gn. Ei ght
years later “the reforminpul ses learned in Jerry Ford’ s initia
political experience with the WIIlkie presidential canpaign of
1940 still burned bright.” Syers, pp. 131-132. Presidenti al
Studies Quarterly is the journal of the Center for the Study of
the Presidency. Anong the forty-four scholars listed on the
mast head of the Wnter 1990 edition is historian Henry F. Gaff.
Professor G aff earned his B.S. in Social Studies at New York’s
City (ollege in 1941 and conpleted an A M at Col unbi a
University in 1942. From 1942-46 G aff served as a |ieutenant in
the U S Arny and earned a citation fromthe MC oy-era War
Department. After his wartine service, Gaff returned to
Col unmbi a, conpleted his doctorate, and remai ned at that
institution until his retirenment in 1991. From 1993 to 1998
G aff served on the JFK Assassi nati on Records Review Board. He
is a nenber of the Council on Foreign Relations. See W' s Wo
in America, 2000, s.v. “Gaff, Henry Franklin, historian,
educator.” Another biographical wite-up lists Gaff’s mlitary
service as “U. S. Arny, Security Agency, 1942-1946." See
Cont enporary Authors, New Revision Series, Volume 17, s.v.
“Graff, Henry F(ranklin)1921-."

3%t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 17-18. Though a Republican
Martin had an Oxford background and served with staunch
Denocrats in the New Deal. Martin was born in G and Rapids in
1909. He finished Dartnouth in 1931 and earned a Litt.B. from
Oxford in 1933 before conpleting | aw school at the University of
M chigan in 1936. That sanme year he served as |egal secretary to
the chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commi ssion, Janes M
Landis. Martin followed Landis to the National Ofice of
Civilian Defense and returned to G and Rapids in 1946 to




practice law. In the follow ng decade Martin energed as a | eader
in the Mchigan GOP. In 1957 he was appointed to the Republican
National Commttee. See Whwo's Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v.
“Martin, John Butlin, lawer.” Martin | ater boosted Ford for the
vice-presidency in 1960. See terHorst, p. 73. John B. Martin was
anong the thousands lured to Washi ngton by the New Deal .
According to the biographer of SEC chairman Joseph P. Kennedy,
“a concerted effort was nade by the [ SEC] conmm ssioners to
attract able young nen, accountants and attorneys, to the
government service. Kennedy was al ways known for the unusual
conpetence of the nmen under him his underlings at the SEC
attest to it.” See Koskoff, Joseph P. Kennedy: A Life and Tines,
p. 62. Janmes M Landis, imrediate successor to Joseph P. Kennedy
at the SEC, provides a link both to the McC oy anbit and the
Kennedy famly inner circle. According to WIlliam O Dougl as,
former office mate of John J. McCloy at the Cravath firm SEC
menber, and U.S. Suprene Court justice, Landis was “a protégé of
Frankfurter,” and “was |long a protégé of Joe Kennedy.” See

Wl liam O Douglas, Go East Young Man, The Early Years: The

Aut obi ography of WIliam O Dougl as (New York: Random House,
1974), p. 263. Landis was born in Japan in 1899, the son of a
Presbyterian m ssionary. He graduated at the top of his class at
both Princeton in 1921 and Harvard Law School in 1924. He served
in 1926 as secretary to Suprenme Court Justice Louis Brandeis
before returning to Harvard as a | aw professor. At Harvard
Landi s col | aborated on | egal research with McC oy nentor Felix
Frankfurter. Brought to Washington in 1933 as a nenber of FDR s
Brain Trust, Landis drafted the |egislation for what becane the
SEC. He energed as “a | eader in the group of young | awers and
journalists who used to neet . . . and talk late and early of
the New Deal and its problens. The public knew himas one of
Frankfurter’'s little hot dogs.” Landis held the SEC chairnmanshi p
from1935 to 1937. For Landis, the SEC was “both a crackdown and
a cooperating agency, depending on the circunmstances.” See
Current Biography Yearbook, 1942, s.v. “Landis, Janes M cCaul ey)
Sept. 25, 1899 — Director of the Ofice of Civilian Defense;
dean of the Harvard Law School.” Joseph P. Kennedy pioneered the
bi parti sanship that becanme the post-Wrld War Il political norm
Uni versal ly | anbasted as an archconservative, he nonet hel ess had
little difficulty working with such New Deal types as Landis.
Kennedy was described as a “conpetent nman with common sense.”
Thus, “because there was nothing doctrinaire about him Kennedy
was generally able to work for the conmon goal in harnony with

t hose who had di fferent phil osophical orientation.” Kennedy
“always had friends of widely differing political opinions” and




however, were the Denocrats who threw their support behind
Gerald Ford. These included A Robert Kliener, a G and Rapids
attorney with a reputation as an “ardent |iberal Denocrat,” and,
of course, Julius Amberg. 3%

Julius Anberg cut an inpressive figure in the political
circles of western M chigan. Described by terHorst as “a very
form dable nman,” Anberg was “as brilliant as he was prosperous.
For years, he held the highest academ c record in the history of
Harvard Law School.” The Grand Rapids |legal fraternity
“marvel ed at the functioning of his facile mnd, his lightning
grasp of the conplicated points of |aw, and the ease with which
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he expressed hinsel f. FromterHorst’s account, it was Julius

Anmberg who “summoned the nost junior nenber of his firmto talk
about running for Congress.” Here Anberg told Ford “that he
felt it very inportant that soneone |ike Jonkman be beaten and

d.” 114

retire Ford hinsel f put Anberg’s position even nore

“was equally at ease with the nen he attacked politically.”
Koskof f, pp. 71, 86. Landis later edited Joseph Kennedy’s

di pl omatic papers for a proposed volune of the anbassador’s
menoi rs. “The project was abandoned short of conpletion .
because [ Landi s] concluded that publication wuld cause
[political] enbarrassment to John Kennedy.” Koskoff, p. 514.

30t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 17, 21.

131 bid. , pp. 19-20.

1141 pi d.



bluntly, witing later that “Anberg despised Jonkman’'s

» 115 In an

i solationist views. He wanted Jonkman out of there.
epi sode that further blurs the distinctions between Anerica’s
mai nstream political parties, Julius Anberg, Denocrat, offered
Cerald Ford, Republican, a full-tinme salary for part-tinme work
requiring the candidate to put in just one hour per day at
Butterfield, Keeney & Anberg. Ford did not waste this

opportunity. He canpaigned |ike a man possessed, and was “on

the trail fromearly norning until late at night, up and down
the two counties of the Fifth District.”®

O her Denpcrats with a keen interest in the anti-Jonkman
canpai gn were prom nent |abor union officials who, in supporting
Ford, also ignored traditional party |abels. Ford hinself had
not ed that the burgeoning | abor novenent had transforned the
political climte of his honme state. Upon returning to M chigan

after Wrld War 11, he saw that “Gand Rapi ds had changed

significantly” and that “labor unions were attracting new

15Ford, ATine to Heal, p. 66.

118t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 20, 50. Syers presents
conflicting information on Ford' s decision to run in the 1948
canpaign. First is his statenment from Phil Buchen that “Jerry
had been harboring electoral anbitions as early as ‘46" in
response to Jonkman’s isolationism Syers |ater quotes terHorst
who states that Ford “was asked to run agai nst Jonkman.” See
Syers, pp. 131-132. Syers nmkes no reference as to who did the
aski ng. He does not nention Julius Anberg or the Butterfield,
Keeney & Anberg law firmin this article.




"117|'n M chigan the nost

nmenbers and becom ng a potent force.
potent force in the |abor novenent was the United Auto Workers
union. The UAWSs man in G and Rapids was Leonard Wodcock, who
in 1948 was director of the union’s Region 1D, an area that

8

covered all of western Mchigan.® |n his mempir, Ford wote

that Jonkrman “al i enated Whodcock” and “Wodcock and his nen

"119  According to Syers, M chigan was a

deci ded to support ne.
“solidly Republican state.” Denocrats were “so limted that
organi zed | abor groups were in the habit of endorsing a
candidate in the Republican primary.” Ford also benefited from
an open primary systemthat allowed crossover voting. Party

| abel mattered little in this circunstance because Ford “coul d
get the votes of a lot of |abor people fromthe auto plants in
Grand Rapi ds and ot her Denbcrats.”3*"#

Gerald Ford's association wth |abor |eaders runs directly

counter to his later conservative reputation. Here, in an

experience simlar to that of Hal e Boggs a decade earlier,

1rord, ATinme to Heal, p. 61.

18Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1970, s.v. “Wodcock, Leonard
(Freel) Feb. 15, 1911 - Labor union official.”

190rd, ATine to Heal, p. 67.

347-A gyers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald R Ford,” p.
132. Syers discusses “organi zed | abor groups” and “l| abor people”
but never nentions either the UAWor Leonard Wodcock.



CGerald Ford found hinself in the conpany of Anerica' s |eftist
elite. By 1948, Leonard Wodcock had spent nearly two decades
as a front-line |Iabor union activist and had conpil ed an
extraordi nary resunme. Wodcock was born in Rhode Island in
1911. His father, a mllwight, took his famly to England and
Germany where he supervised the installation of factory

machi nery. The el der Whodcock sent his son to British schools,
“includi ng Chipsey, a prep school ranking a cut below Eton.”

The famly returned from Europe in 1926. Leonard Wodcock | ater
entered Detroit’s Wayne State University but broke off his
studies in 1933 to take a job as a nechanic in an auto assenbly
pl ant. For Wodcock, and a host of others, the actual assenbly
of aut onobi |l es becane a secondary concern. He entered the ranks
of | abor activism joined the UAW and by 1940 was on the
union’s payroll as a staff nenber in the G and Rapids regi onal
office. 1In 1946 Wodcock was naned first adm nistrative
assistant to UAWTfounder Walter Reuther. The follow ng year
Wbodcock was el ected director of UAW Regi on 1D, where he

remai ned until 1955, 120

120cBY, 1970. Leonard Whodcock spent nost of his career as
acolyte to Walter Reuther who, with his brother Victor Reuther,
was one of the prine novers in Anerican |abor. See Wio’'s Who in
Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Reuther, Victor G, |abor union
exec.;” s.v. “Reuther, Walter Philip, |abor |eader.” The two
received early indoctrination fromtheir father, a West Virginia




union man. “To nme,” he once wote to them “socialismis the
star of hope that lights the way” and “unl ess you boys woul d at
least . . . recognize the existence of a class struggle and take
your place on the side of labor politically, | should be keenly
di sappointed.” See Victor G Reuther, The Brothers Reuther and
the Story of the UAW A Menoir (Boston: Houghton Mfflin
Conpany, 1976), p. 62. The Reuther boys did not disappoint their
father. They began their | abor union activity in 1930 while
students at Detroit Gty College. Here Walter, in particular,
“got all steamed up about the Socialist novenent.” As a result,
t he brothers organi zed a housi ng cooperative for working
students. Victor cooked and cl eaned house while Walter worked as
a machini st at Ford Mdtor Conpany. Through their activity they
formed a lasting friendship with Socialist Party |eader Nornan
Thomas. Later they founded a Social Problenms Club and with this
group “sought and obtained affiliation with the League for

| ndustrial Denocracy, which actually had its roots as a campus
service organi zation [in] 1905, when it was called the
Intercol |l egi ate Society of Socialists. The nanme was changed in
1921,” wrote Victor, “because of American antipathy to the
Russi an Revol ution.” See Brothers, pp. 57, 59. At this early
stage, the Reuthers concluded that capitalism“was a dying
social order.” Fromthis they developed their lifelong core

phil osophy. In a rude parody of the CGettysburg Address, they
nocked a nation “conceived of the policies of |aissez-faire and
dedicated to the proposition that private profit is the sole
incentive to progress. Now we are engaged in a great econom c
struggle, testing whether this nation or any other nation so
decei ved and so dedicated to rugged individualismcan | ong
endure.” See Brothers, p. 62. During the 1932 el ection, they
stunped for Norman Thomas, not FDR, seeing the forner’s canpaign
as a training ground for “trade union and political battles
ahead.” According to Victor, Walter’s activismcost himhis job
at Ford. The brothers then spent the next two years on a bicycle
tour of Europe and Asia. In an exanple of subline historical
irony, this world tour included sixteen nonths working in a Ford
Mot or Conpany plant in Gorky. The Gorky plant produced the Model
T, discontinued in the U S., with machines sent |ock, stock, and
barrel to Soviet Russia. See Brothers, p. 66. According to
Walter Reuther’s final wite-up in Wo's Wio, the brothers |eft
the Soviet Union and returned to the U S. “to organi ze auto

wor kers.” See WM, 1970-1971. Over a lifetime of union work, the
Reut her brothers gained international reputations. They were
foundi ng nmenbers of the Committee (later Congress) of Industrial
Organi zations, which Victor mai ntained was an outgrowth of an




organi zation called the Socialist Auto Council. See Brothers, p.
125. O the two, it was Walter that assuned the nobst prom nent
role, especially in his | eadership of the fanous sit-down
strikes of the 1930s. Phot ographs of his beating by Ford Mbtor
Conmpany “goons” were wi dely published and nade Reut her al nost
synonynous wWith the | abor turnoil of the Great Depression. Hs
sit-down strikes -— flagrant violations of the property rights
of auto manufacturers -- were hailed as revolutionary and were
ultimately successful in making the UAWa permanent fixture in
U.S. industry. By 1949, however, Reuther had softened his |eft
W ng stance. He denounced Communi st Party influence in the UAW
and allowed his nenbership in the Socialist Party to | apse.
Nonet hel ess, he advocated “an increasingly m xed econony as the
pattern of the American future — a society where there is a far
wi der degree of public ownership but in which no whol esal e
iquidation of private industry is contenplated.” To Reut her,
“the m xture” would depend on “the social responsibility of

i ndustry.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1949, s.v. Reuther,
Walter (Philip) Sept. 1, 1907 - Labor union official.” Walter
Reut her’ s real struggle, however, cane against rival unionists.
In the drive for absolute power within the UAW he fought with
the Communi st Party and the nore conservative Anerican
Federation of Labor, which eventually nerged with the CIOin
1955. Here Reuther proved to be a public relations genius. He
ultimately drove out his union rivals and at the sane tine

gai ned an inval uable reputation in the press as an “anti -
communi st.” See CBY, 1941, s.v. “Reuther, Valter (Philip) Sept.
1, 1907 — Director of General Mtors Departnment of the United
Aut onobil e Workers of Anerica.” Walter Reuther was a forthright
advocate of the welfare-warfare state. In Decenber 1940, a full
year before Pearl Harbor, he called for all-out war production
as an antidote for Depression-era unenpl oynent. He suggested
converting auto assenbly plants into aircraft factories. “If the
idle nen and the idle machines . . . were fully nobilized and
private interests tenporarily subordi nated, we could turn out
500 nodern planes a day.” See CBY, 1941. Reuther believed that
the | abor novenent played a wide-ranging role in society. Unions
“should attenpt to integrate the problens of the factory worker
with those of the rest of the community.” See CBY, 1949. He
further held that “the theory that a union’s only job was to

rai se wages and i nprove working conditions was obsol ete. Through
the years he was busy with production and pricing problens,
consumer projects, cooperative novenents, civil rights,
politics, and world affairs, all of which he believed were the
legitimate concerns of a nodern union." He died in 1970, to an




No ordinary working stiff, Leonard Wodcock noved easily
wi thin Establishnment circles. 1In 1955 he was elected to an
i nternational vice-presidency within the UAW Here, in a dark
suit, white shirt, and necktie -- and with traces of a British
accent -- Wodcock ran the union’s General Mtors division. He
al so headed the UAW s aerospace departnent, an area that
i ncl uded Cyrus Vance and Naj eeb Hal aby, Harvard Law School
cl assmat es of Congressman Gerald R Ford. Under Reuther’s
gui dance, Wodcock wung numerous concessions fromthe auto
i ndustry in the areas of renuneration and benefits. By the
1960s he had won a uni on-shop arrangenent for aerospace workers.

Al ong the way, he gained the attention of the Kennedy Wite

i nternational outpouring of grief, when his private plane
crashed near Detroit. See Walter Reuther obituary, New York
Tinmes, 11 May 1970. A sane-day editorial hailed Reuther as the
man “principally responsible for making [the UAW bot h]

econonmi cally powerful [and] a fountainhead of beneficial ideas
for all |labor.” Despite his renunciation of communi sm Reuther
never di savowed the central tenets of socialism “If fighting
for a nore equal and equitable distribution of the wealth of
this country is socialistic,” he said, “I stand guilty of being
a Socialist.” See New York Tines, 11 May 1970. Later, friends
and associates held a nenorial service at the Washi ngton
Nat i onal Cat hedral. The service concluded with the singing of
the radical anthem “Joe Hill.” Anpbng those delivering persona
tributes was retired Suprenme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren.
See Brothers, p. 470. It was within this leftist trade union
mlieu that Leonard Wodcock energed as Walter Reuther’s heir
apparent. By 1970 he was the | eading candidate for the UAWs top
j ob. Wbodcock, after a brief power struggle, was el ected

presi dent of the UAWon 22 May 1970. He “inmedi ately pledged
that the UAWs direction -— for social causes and econom c goal s
-— would not change.” See New York Tines, 23 May 1970.




House. 1In 1961 JFK offered him several anbassadorial posts and
sub- cabi net positions in the new Adm nistration. Wodcock,
however, declined the offers, choosing instead to remain a full -
ti me union man.!?!

Havi ng Leonard Wodcock on board his initial canpaign gave
Gerald Ford untold political clout. G rcunstances in M chigan
Rapi ds had changed, indeed. By 1948 the G eat Lakes State was
the UAWs honme base, if not its thoroughly entrenched fiefdom
As perhaps the prine exanple of Big Labor, the UAWwas a solid
menber of the coalition welded into place by the New Deal. Wth
t he support of “Leonard Wodcock and his nmen,” Cerald Ford had
t he backing of M chigan’s nost powerful constituency.

Jul ius Anberg and Leonard Wodcock did nore than sinply

el ect CGerald Ford to Congress and send Bartel Jonkman into early

121CBY, 1970. As to Wbodcock’s own political |eanings,
Vi ctor Reuther described himas one of a cadre of “mlitant
trade unionists” within the UAWs “socialist conponent.” Here
Wbodcock “and many others were affiliated with the Social i st
Party.” See Brothers, p. 188. According to Syers, Bartel Jonkman
did not exploit Ford’ s UAWconnection until very late in the
1948 canpaign. “In a surprise nove on the eve of the election,”
Jonkman “suggested that Ford was an errand boy for the forces of
organi zed | abor and urged the voters to support him|[Jonkman] if
they didn't want the C'Oto run the Fifth Congressional
District.” This, however, was to no avail. Ford, “allowed to
bask in the shadow [sic] of the popul ar Senator Vandenberg,” was
not harmed by Jonkman’s “wily assortnment of snmear tactics” and
“questionabl e personal attacks.” Revealing his own bias, Syers
descri bes Jonknan only in negative terns, such as “MKay
henchman” and “hanger-on.” See Syers, pp. 131, 135-136



retirement. They also rid Congress of a “MCarthyite” who
predated the advent of Joe McCarthy by two full years. Further
exam nation of Jonkman's career reveals that “isolationisni was
not his only political liability. 1In a situation equally
irksonme to the Establishnent, Jonkman had focused his attention
on the issue of communismw thin the U S. governnent,

t.122

specifically targeting the State Departnen According to the

Nati onal Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Jonkman nade frequent

speeches declaring his fear “that the U S Departnent of State
was exercising insufficient vigilance with regard to the

infiltration of menbers of the Communist Party, or of persons

n 123

under its influence, into the departnent. Jonkman, it

22American |iberals spent decades discrediting opponents of
donestic conmmunism In his nenoirs, Victor Reuther included an
appendix in the forma nmeno to Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy. Entitled “The Radical Right in Amrerica Today,” the nmeno
urged the Kennedy Admi nistration to crack down on “radical right
organi zati ons” which clainmed that “the danger to Anerica is
donesti ¢ Conmuni sm” According to the Reuther nenp, “what are
needed are deliberate Adm nistration policies to contain the
radi cal right fromfurther expansion and in the long run to
reduce it to its historic role [on] the inpotent |unatic
fringe.” See Brothers, pp. 493-494. Enphasis added.

1235ee Nati onal Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Vol une 46,
s.v. “Jonkman, Bartel, |awer and congressman.” |In 1948 Bart el
Jonkman, pronounced Yunk-non, seened to have a safe seat in
Congress. He cane fromsolid Dutch stock and was A d Guard GOP
Jonkman was born in 1884, the son of a clergyman who had settl ed
in Gand Rapids in 1882. After receiving his LL.B. at the
Uni versity of Mchigan in 1914, Jonkman al ternated between
private |law practice and service as an el ected prosecutor in




appears, had little conpany in these early efforts. He “was
eventual |y appointed as a conmttee of one to look into the
matter.” Jonkman avoi ded grandstandi ng but by the tinme of the
1948 M chigan GOP primary “the issue had been sensationalized by
ot hers, who, in his opinion, were arousing an unreasonabl e
public reaction to the problem and, in consequence, he worked
to achieve a satisfactory resolution in such a way as to avoid
unnecessary publicity.”?*

Cerald Ford’'s 1948 el ection to Congress nust be exam ned
wi thin the context of devel opnents taking place at the nationa

| evel . The cryptic allusions in Bartel Jonkman's NCAB write-up

belie the fervid public debate on comruni smduring the 1948

G and Rapids. He won his seat in Congress in 1940. Wen Jonkman
arrived in Washington as a freshman Congressman in 1941, the GOP
constituted a distinct mnority. Denocrats outnunbered

Republi cans by 106 seats in the U S. House of Representatives.
He was a nenber of the House Foreign Affairs Commttee before
his 1948 defeat. See NCAB, Vol une 46.

124 pid. By late summer 1948 Jonkman himsel f seermed to
backpedal on the issue. He declared the State Department free
from comuni sts and credited Assistant Secretary of State John
E. Peurifoy wth rooting out 134 enpl oyees suspected of
di sloyalty. See New York Tines, 3 August 1948. This was just one
day before the eruption of the cel ebrated H ss Case. Even those
observers not entirely hostile to McCarthy ridiculed Jonkman’s
efforts to fight donestic communism See WIIliamF. Buckl ey and
L. Brent Bozell, MCarthy and His Enem es: The Record and It’s
Meani ng (Chi cago: Henry Regnery Conpany, 1954), pp. 13, 19.
Buckl ey and Bozel |l described Jonkman’s 1948 statenment decl aring
the State Departnent free of comruni sts as “amusing.” See p.
164.




canpai gn season. Anong those working to sensationalize the

i ssue and arouse public reaction was Richard M N xon. The
California Congressnman was a central figure in the cel ebrated
H ss Case, in which Al ger Hiss, a New Deal er and Establishnent
stalwart, was accused of being a communi st agent. Hiss’s
accuser was Wi ttaker Chanbers, then senior editor at Tine, and
hi msel f a confessed forner conmuni st. The Hi ss story broke on
4 August 1948 and renmai ned front page news into the second week

of Sept enber. 324

After a dramatic and highly publicized
confrontation largely orchestrated by N xon, Al ger H ss went on
trial for perjury. According to Chanbers biographer Sam
Tanenhaus, the Hiss trial was “a referendumon the political
changes sweeping through the nation. Hi ss was on trial, but so

were the New Deal and Yalta, and so were Chanbers and the

feverish hunt for Reds.”3°*® Both terHorst and Ford ignore the

32-A New York Times, 4 August 1948 and August- Sept ember
1948, passim In his biography, terHorst ignores the H ss Case.
Ford nmentions Alger Hiss only in a passing reference. See A Tine
to Heal , p. 69.

32-B sam Tanenhaus, \Whittaker Chambers: A Bi ography (New
York: The Modern Library, 1998), p. 351. Tanenhaus recei ved an
Est abl i shrent inprimatur from historian Arthur Schlesinger. In a
New York Tines review, Schlesinger described Tanenhaus’s
approach to Chanbers as “synpathetic but not hagi ographic.

H s book will not please all readers, but even the remaining
def enders of Al ger Hiss nust acknow edge it, | believe, as a
serious and absorbing work.” See Book Review Digest, 1997, s.v.
“Tanenhaus, Sam”




Hi ss Case which the New York Ti nes descri bed as “one of the npst

dramatic and anger-provoking in the country’s history.”32%¢C

Alger Hyss was tried twice. Hi s first trial ended in a hung
jury. Hi ss was convicted of perjury in a second trial in 1950
and served forty-four nonths in prison. Nearly a half-century

|l ater the New York Tines nmaintai ned that the H ss Case

“catapulted Richard M N xon to national attention and hel ped
| ay the groundwork for McCarthyism” Al ger Hiss maintained his
i nnocence for the rest of his life. He died in 1996 at the age

of ninety-two. 3%P

352-C gee Wi ttaker Chanbers obituary, New York Tines, 12
July 1961.

32-D gee Al ger Hiss obituary, New York Tinmes, 16 Novenber
1996. Despite having run roughshod over one of the brightest
stars of the Establishment, Ni xon's political career took off.
Ni xon, however, would never gain full acceptance fromthose who
consi dered Alger H ss an innocent victim Gerald Ford, however,
never exploited the donestic conmuni smissue for personal gain.
When Ni xon’s political downfall finally cane, it was Ford who
stepped into the Wiite House. Elected to Congress on the red
baiting issue, Nixon's “first Congressional action” was “the
citation in February of 1947 of Gerhart Eisler for contenpt of
Congress.” Eisler, described by N xon as the “key man of the
Comruni st Party in the United States,” had refused to testify
before the House Conmttee on Un-Anmerican Activities. Later,
“Representative N xon spent nmuch of August 1948 participating in
t he Congressional investigation of Conmuni st espionage in the
United States, and it was he who insisted upon the confronting
of Alger Hiss with Wittaker Chanbers, as a neans of determ ning
who was comm ting perjury.” See Current Biography Yearbook,
1948, s.v. “Nixon, Richard M Jan. 9, 1913 — United States
Representative for California; lawer.” Born in 1897, Gerhart
Ei sler was a Conmuni st Party political conm ssar in Austria,
Germany, China, and Spain. In 1933, Eisler “traveling under




forged passports, entered the United States. He reputedly becane
the top Conmuni st agent in Anerica.” In 1947 Ei sler received a
one year jail sentence for contenpt of Congress. He fled the
US. in 1949 while his case was on appeal. See Dictionary of
Aneri can Bi ography, Supplenent 8, s.v. “Eisler, Gerhart (Feb.

20, 1897 — Marr. 21, 1968), Soviet espionage agent and East
Cerman Communi st party official."” In 1952 N xon was el ected

vi ce- president on the Republican ticket. Current Biography
returned to chronicle his political success. “During his terns
in the House, Nixon becane nationally known for his work as a
menber of the House Committee on Un-American Activities” whose
“stubborn persistence brought about the nowfanous confrontation
of Al ger Hi ss and Wi ttaker Chanbers, which led to Hiss’s
conviction of perjury.” See CBY, 1958, s.v. “N xon, R chard

Ml hous) Jan. 9, 1913 — Vice-President of the United States;

| awyer.” Alger Hi ss was the very enbodi nent of the Eastern

Est abl i shnent and by 1948 he had conplied inpeccabl e
credentials. Hiss was born in Baltinore in 1904. He graduated
from Johns Hopkins University in 1926 and entered Harvard Law
School . There “he attracted the attention of Felix Frankfurter.”
The professor adopted Hiss as his “protégé” and “recomended hi m
for the nmuch coveted post of secretary to Suprene Court Justice
Aiver Wendell Holnmes.” In 1933, after private |aw practice in
Boston and New York, Hiss entered “governnent service.” Hi ss
spent the next fifteen years behind the scenes in various
bureaucrati c agencies. He served first from 1933-1935 as counsel
to the Agricultural Adjustnment Administration. After a brief
stint at the Justice Departnment, Hiss joined the Departnment of
State where he was clearly marked for future success. He served
inlowprofile but influential posts, mainly concerning Far
Eastern affairs. In May 1944 Hiss joined the newly formed Ofice
of Special Political Affairs, “which was responsible for the
devel opnment and coordi nati on of Anerican policy with respect to
the United Nations.” Subsequently, H ss was executive secretary
at the Dunbarton Oaks conference that set up the UN. “Al

matters relating to the proposed United Nations security

organi zati on thus cane under his supervision.” H ss was FDR s

cl ose assistant at the soon-to-be controversial Yalta conference
in February 1945. At the UN s 1945 conference in San Franci sco,
H ss served as secretary-general and personally hand delivered
the UN Charter to the U S. Senate for ratification. By now Hiss
was head of the O fice of Special Political Affairs, “which had,
within three years, developed froma nucleus of experts to a
staff of nore than two hundred, one of the |argest and nost
active offices of the State Departnent.” In 1946 Hi ss was




el ected president of the Carnegi e Endowrent for |nternational
Peace. He used his position there to urge “that the endownrent
concentrate upon support of the United Nations by publicizing
its objectives . . . and by recommendi ng policy to the United
States CGovernnent.” See CBY, 1947, s.v. “Hiss, Alger Nov. 11
1904 — Lawyer; peace organi zation president.” The Hi ss Case
recei ved considerable attention fromthe Establishnent. M oy
mentor Felix Frankfurter, by then a Supreme Court Justice,
testified as a character witness for Alger H ss. “There was no
precedent for Frankfurter’s appearance, a nenber of the nation’s
hi ghest tribunal taking the stand in a crimnal trial.” See
Tanenhaus, pp. 374-375. Establishment | awers appeared for both
sides. At |least three of these attorneys had ties to the Md oy
anbit. Wittaker Chanbers’s enployer, Henry R Luce, hired
Harold Medina, Jr., “of the prestigious firmof OQavath, Swain.”
See Tanenhaus, p. 224. The Hi ss team brought in even bigger
guns. Edward McLean, Alger’s Harvard classnate, was a seni or
partner at the Rockefeller-affiliated firm of Debevoi se,
Plimpton & McLean. See Tanenhaus, p. 281. On the sidelines was
Hi ss’s brother Donald, “an attorney at the prestigious

Washi ngton law firm of Covington & Burling.” That firm supplied
WIlliam Marbury, Alger’s “long-tinme friend” and “a di stingui shed
attorney and menber of the five-man Harvard Corporation.”

Mar bury stepped in “after Hiss’s first choice, forner
Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson,” also a Covington &
Burling partner, “declined to appear.” See Tanenhaus, pp. 224-
225. Marbury was born in 1901 and earned his B.A at the
University of Virginia in 1921. After earning his Harvard LL.B
in 1924 he set up practice in Baltinore. During World War |1

Mar bury served five years in the MC oy-era War Depart nent,
first as “expert consultant” on procurenent and then as chief
counsel for the War Departnent’s procurenent program See Wo
Was Who in Anerica, Volune 9, s.v. “Marbury, WIIiam Luke,

| awyer.” See also New York Tines, 3 April 1943. For his work in
the War Departnent, Marbury received the Presidential Medal for
Merit, “the nation’s highest civilian award.” See Tanenhaus, p.
281. Though he declined to appear as either character w tness or
trial counsel, Dean Acheson did not stay away fromthe H ss case
entirely. According to |Isaacson and Thomas, “as a favor to
Donal d, Acheson . . . secretly hel ped H ss prepare his defense
bef ore the House Un- Anerican Activities Conmttee.” See The Wse
Men, p. 491.




Ri chard N xon weathered the political turmoil of 1948 and
numer ous ot hers throughout his career. He went on to the U S
Senate and won the presidency in 1968. N xon’s Republican
col | eague Cerald Ford had equal political success. |In 1948
Bartel Jonkman, however, could do little nore than stare into
his own political grave. Jonkman not only lost his seat in
Congress, he was relegated to political obscurity, ousted by nen
with solid Establishnment, internationalist, and lefti st

connections.?® O the four Grand Rapids men central to Gerald

12°Geral d Ford’s 1948 canpaign bears remarkable sinmilarity
to the 1946 el ection of Richard N xon. Both nen were hard
driving and anbitious. Both signed on to defeat an incunbent
that held a political stance anathema to the Establishnent. Ford
chal | enged Bartel Jonkman on the issue of isolationism Less
wel | - known are Jonkman’s efforts to expose communi sts in the
State Departnent. Simlarly, N xon's 1946 California
Congressional canpaign is remenbered primarily for his unseenly
willingness to “red bait” his way past popul ar Denocratic
i ncunbent Jerry Voorhis. In 1943 Voorhis published Qut of Debt,
Qut of Danger. The book sharply criticized the Federal Reserve
System and, |ike Jonkman’s short-lived quest to root out State
Depart ment comuni sts, could well have been the real cause of
Voorhis’s political dem se. Voorhis was born in 1901 in Otawa,
Kansas. He went East to attend Yale, where he earned his B. A,
Phi Beta Kappa in 1923. After a YMCA sponsored goodw || tour of

Cermany, Voorhis went to Illinois and Montana as a teacher of
underprivil eged boys. He returned to California where he earned
an MA fromdarenont College. “In the days before the New

Deal, M. Voorhis was a registered Socialist, and he | ectured on
social problens at California s Ponona Coll ege” from 1930 to
1935. “In those days, he advocated nationalization of both

i ndustry and | and -- al though not the organi zation of collective
farms or anything of the sort.” Voorhis won his seat in Congress
in 1936. In 1941, five years before N xon's arrival on the
scene, Voorhis downpl ayed his Socialist Party background.

Per haps sensing a shift in the political w nds, he “expl ai ned



his former socialisni as “the only way | could vote ny protest
agai nst the reactionary | eadership of both major parties. | was
never,” he maintained, “a full fledged socialist, and M.
Roosevelt has made it possible for ne to be a Denocrat with a

cl ear conscience.” According to Current Biography Yearbook,
Voorhis “seemed to be a full fledged New Deal er at any rate.”
Ironically, Jerry Voorhis served, in the pre-MCarthy days, on
the House Committee on Un-Anerican Activities, then chaired by
Texas Congressman Martin Dies. There Voorhis “eschewed red
baiting.” But, “having conme to [the Dies Conmittee] to check and
scoff, the new nenber remained to respect the work, if not the
chairman.” In this period, Voorhis actually built up his own
anti - communi st bona fides. He favored the publication of
menbership | ists of recogni zed political parties and advocated
“deportation of aliens who preached giving fealty to any foreign
governnment.” See CBY, 1941, s.v. “Voorhis, Jerry April 6, 1901 -
United States Representative fromCalifornia.” In his book, Qut
of Debt, Qut of Danger, Voorhis called unwanted attention to the
basi ¢ framework of fractional reserve banking. Here Voorhis
enphasi zed the follow ng principle: “No governnent any place, at
any tinme, ever should borrow credit created by a private
agency.” See Qut of Debt, p. 109. Voorhis also frankly pointed
out a crucial fallacy of the Fed. “MI|1ions of people believe
[that the ternm Federal Reserve Banks neans what it says .

but the central Federal Banks are private institutions.” See
Qut of Debt, p. 152. Alarned at the vast increase in American
debt fueled by the massive war econony, Voorhis drafted
legislation flatly stating that “no interest bearing obligations
of the United States shall be sold to any bank or financial
institution except for cash.” See Qut of Debt, p. 238. Such an
arrangenent woul d have upset not only the free spending economc
climate of World War 11, it would have hobbl ed the financial
structure built and maintai ned by the Establishnent. Voorhis,
however, was no advocate of free banking. H's proposed

| egislation called for continuation of the Federal Reserve
Syst em under direct governnent ownership. See Qut of Debt, p.
237. Nonet hel ess, Voorhis had strayed into forbidden territory.
From t he Establishnment point of view, he clearly had to go.
Qusted by Richard N xon in 1946, Jerry Voorhis spent the

remai nder of his career as an anti-Fed Cassandra. In 1947 he
described his efforts in this regard as “My Big Crusade” and
reiterated his trenchant argunent agai nst the Federal Reserve.
See Confessions of a Congressnan (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday &
Conpany, 1947; reprint ed., Wstport, Connecticut: 1974), pp.
161-182. In this volunme Voorhis described a speech he nmade on




Ford's 1948 election to Congress — Arthur Vandenberg, Harvey
Bundy, Julius Anberg, and Jonkman hinself — only Bartel Jonkman

failed to rate a New York Tines obituary. Gerald Ford, for his

part, learned well the |essons of 1948. Fully aware of the
power of those who helped elect him and the issues that sank
hi s opponent, Ford never strayed from his bipartisan,
internationalist roots.

Wth the backing of Julius Anberg and Leonard Wodcock,
Cerald Ford conducted his 1948 canpaign with the deep self -
assurance that cones with having powerful friends. Wen

necessary, he enployed the down honme touch, mlking cows while

the floor of the House in April 1940 in which he denounced the
Fed’ s inflationary “open-market” operations. Voorhis maintained
that he nade the sane argunent in a brief neeting at the Wite
House with FDR See Confessions, pp. 173, 175. “In Qctober
1945,” he later wote, “the representative of a |arge New York
financial house made a trip to California.” The representative
“call ed on a nunber of influential people in southern

California. And I know that he bawled themout . . . for
permtting Jerry Voorhis . . . one of the nbst dangerous nmen in
Washi ngton, to continue to represent a part of the state of
California in the House of Representatives. This . . . obviously

had to do with ny views and work for changes in the nonetary
system” See Confessions, p. 331. Twenty-five years |later,

Voor his produced an anti-Ni xon diatribe in tine for the 1972

el ection. This volune, too, contains an amazingly frank
assessnent of the Fed. In this book, however, Voorhis attributes
Ni xon”s 1946 victory and subsequent political success to the
latter’s skill at red baiting. See The Strange Case of Richard
M | hous Ni xon (New York: Paul S. Eriksson, Inc., 1972), pp. 3,
16. Jerry Voorhis died in 1984. At that tine, the New York Tines
descri bed the Ni xon-Voorhis battle as a “vigorous canpaign,” but
failed to mention either red baiting or Voorhis’s |ifelong




maki ng the rounds of dairy farnms in the Fifth District. He also
reveal ed a shrewd appreciation for nodern politics as he
hamrered away at his single issue -— Jonkman’ s al |l eged

i sol ati oni sm 12

When Ford played up his status as a war veteran
by constructing a Quonset hut as his Grand Rapi d headquarters,

t he property owners, supporters of Bartel Jonkman, tried to have
Ford evicted. Julius Anberg intervened, and the hut remained.?’
In the | ater stages of the 1948 canpai gn, Ford received
anot her key boost from Denocrats. According to his own account,
“luck intervened on nmy behalf. President Truman called the
Congress back into session. Wile Jonkman had to remain in
Washi ngton, | had an open field to run all over the district,
turning up at plant gates, picnics and county fairs, shaking

»n 128

hands and maki ng speeches everywhere | went. The result was

canpai gn agai nst the Federal Reserve. See Jerry Voorhis
obituary, New York Tines, 12 Septenber 1984.

126t er Horst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 1-4.

12"Ford, A Tine to Heal, p. 66.

128 bid., p. 65. Gerald Ford's “luck,” of course, came in
the form of human action. The special session of Congress “and
much of the strategy of the 1948 [Denocratic Party] canpaign”
was the work of a coterie of Truman advisers known as the
Monday- Nl ght Group. According to self-styled “Wse Man” d ark
Clifford, these “sub-Cabinet |evel” nen were “liberals . . . who
felt that new circunstances required new sol utions. They
believed that the basic tenets of the New Deal should be adapted
to the postwar environnent, not abandoned.” For the Mnday-N ght
G oup, pragmatismwas the byword. Cifford noted in his nenoirs



that “we did not include . . . professional |iberals whose ardor
and search for ideological purity outweighed their discretion
and their judgenent.” See difford, Counsel to the President,
pp. 84-85. The Monday- Ni ght G oup concocted the special session
in order to junp start the then-ailing Truman presidentia
canpai gn. “We needed sonething,” wote difford, “to bring the
[ 1948 Denocratic National] convention to |life and put pressure
on the Republicans.” The result was pure political genius.
Truman’'s charge to the GOP-control |l ed 80'" Congress was
specifically designed to enbarrass the Republicans. He told
Congress to stop inflation, an inpossible task given the very
nature of the Federal Reserve System Trunman also told Congress
to solve the postwar housing shortage, inpossible due to such
governnent -i nduced restrictions as rent control. This was an
audacious political strategy. “Not since 1856 had an energency
session been called in a Presidential election year and .

never before had a special session been introduced at a party
convention.” See Cifford, pp. 215, 223. Enphasis in the
original. The special session fueled Harry Truman’s now-

| egendary whi stle-stop harangues agai nst the “do-nothing” 80'"
Congress and hel ped bring about a conplete reversal in the US
House of Representatives. In 1948 the Republicans held a fifty-
ei ght seat majority. In the 81% Congress, seated in January
1949, the Denocrats enjoyed a ninety-eight seat advantage.
Despite Clark Cifford s claimof pragmati sm the Monday- N ght
G oup was conprised of nmen wholly dedicated to New Deal

i deol ogical purity. Cifford |listed six nen as nenbers of the
Monday- Nl ght Group —- Oscar R Ewi ng, Charles F. Brannon, C.

G rard Davidson, Leon Keyserling, J. Donald Kingsley, and David
Morse. See Cifford, p. 84. O these, only Davidson cannot be

| ocated in readily avail abl e bi ographi cal sources. Gscar R

Ewi ng was the one who “decided that liberals within the [ Truman]
Admi ni strati on needed sone sort of informal network to discuss
i ssues and influence policy.” See Cdifford, p. 84. Ew ng
finished Harvard Law School in 1913. He |later served as vice-
chai rman of the Denocratic National Commttee. Ewing was the
first head of the Federal Security Agency, |ater renaned the
Departnent of Health, Education and Welfare. See Who Was Wio in
Anerica, Volune 7, s.v. “Ewi ng, Oscar Ross, |awyer,

phil anthropist.” Charles F. Brannon, a “career man in Governnent
service,” was “one of the few New Dealers left in the Departnent
of Agriculture.” He was a native of Denver and earned his LL.B
at the University of Colorado in 1929. In the 1948 canpai gn he
urged “farners to guard agai nst forces attenpting to destroy
Federal farmaid prograns.” See Current Bi ography Yearbook,




1948, s.v. “Brannon, Charles F(ranklin) Aug. 23, 1903 — United
States Governnent official; lawer.” Cifford described Leon
Keyserling as “the intellectual of our circle, a respected but
refreshingly controversial economst.” See difford, p. 85. Born
in South Carolina, Keyserling was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Col unmbi a University. He attended Harvard Law School and was
admtted to the New York bar in 1931. Keyserling spent a year at
t he Rockefell er-endowed General Education Fund before joining
t he Col unbia University economcs faculty. After “participating
in an interdepartnmental course on social and industrial problens
. . he soon left for Washington as one of the glittering
fllght of bright young nmen.” Keyserling | anded at the new y-
created Agricul tural Adjustnent Adm nistration. He next joined
the staff of Senator Robert WAgner and was instrunmental in
drafting the sem nal National Labor Relations Act. In 1947
Keyserling' s policy wish list included “voluntary price
reducti ons, noderate wage adj ustnents upward, naintenance of
rent control, expansion of social security and m ni nrum wage
| egi sl ation, a Governnent -ai ded housi ng program a surplus of
Gover nnment revenues over expenditures, and inproved managenent-
| abor relations.” Described as “admttedly brilliant,”
Keyserling advised Truman “to ask for [postwar] price controls,
rationing, and wage controls.” See CBY, 1947, s.v. “Keyserling,
Leon H Jan. 22, 1908 — United States Governnent official;
economi st; lawer.” J. Donald Kingsley was born in Canbridge,
N.Y. He earned a Ph.D. in Public Adm nistration from Syracuse
University in 1933. He taught at Syracuse and spent 1936-1938 at
t he London School of Economics as a fellow of the Social Science
Research Council. Dr. Kingsley greatly feared a postwar
repudi ation of the New Deal. H's solution to this threat was the
unabashed advocacy of even nore Keynesi an econom ¢ policies.
Ki ngsl ey advi sed Truman “that governnent purchases used as a
conpensatory and stabilizing device would provide a flexible
means of maintaining a given |level of enploynent.” Kingsley also
served as U S. representative to the International Labor
Organi zati on. See CBY, 1950, s.v. “Kingsley, J(ohn) Donald Feb.
25, 1908 — United Nations official.” David A Mrse was a native
of New York City. An All-Anerican in football, Mrse graduated
fromRutgers University in 1929. He conpleted his LL.B. at
Harvard Law School in 1932 and was admtted to the New Jersey
bar in 1933. Soon, however, Mrse answered the siren song of the
New Deal bureaucracy and took a job as counsel to the Petrol eum
Labor Policy Board within the Departnment of the Interior. Mrse
joined the U S. Arny Air Corps in 1942 and was sent to Europe in
1943. Morse spent his Air Corps tinme behind a desk drafting



victory over Jonknman in the August primary. This, for Ford, was

tantanmount to victory. The Novenber general election in

predom nantly Republican western M chigan was a nere formality.
During his 1948 canpai gn, Ford noted another change in

post-World War Il Grand Rapids, the weakening of the “once

powerful grip that the early Dutch imm grants had held over the

conmuni ty. " 12°

As a politician, Ford realized that he no | onger
faced the noral constraints inposed on G-and Rapids by strait-

| aced Dutch tradition. Wth this in mnd, Ford got married and,
in the process, audaciously defied standard conventi ons.

Despite a brutal schedule of speeches and canpai gn events, Ford
met, and eventually married Elizabeth “Betty” Blooner. As a

potential political wife, Betty had three strikes agai nst her.

First, she was a divorcee, a traditional taboo nationw de, | et

governnent | abor policy for Anerican-occupied areas in North
Africa, Sicily, and Italy. Under Mrse’s guidance, “the Alied
organi zati on abandoned its original idea of trying to foist
Angl o- Saxon | abor principles upon the Italians and instead
[retained] sonme of the best features of the Fascist setup making
it possible for a resunption of the syndical novenent which had
been the basis of the Italian | abor novenent since the beginning
of the [20'" century.” In 1944 Morse was in Germany as chief of
the | abor section of the U S. Goup Control Council. Later, as a
del egate to the International Labor Organization, Mrse favored
the internationalization of such prograns as collective

bar gai ni ng, a guaranteed wage, and free governnent enpl oynent
agenci es. See CBY, 1949, s.v. “Mrse, David A(bner) My 31,
1907 — International organization official.”

129Ford, A Tine to Heal , p. 61.




alone in Grand Rapids. Second, she had pursued an i ndependent
career in New York City, a course considered scandal ous in
Dut ch-dom nated western M chigan. Third, back honme as a single
woman, she held a full-tinme job at a Grand Rapi ds depart nent
store. Under ordinary circunstances any one of these conditions
woul d have ruled her out as the wife of a rising politician.
Per haps sensing that Dutch taboos were not entirely erased, the
two kept their engagenent a secret until after Ford s victory
over Jonkman in the Septenber GOP primary. Gerald and Betty
were married on 15 Cctober 1948, three weeks before Ford coasted
to victory in the general election. Their wedding day was on a
Friday. In an episode that would conme to typify their
rel ati onship, the new yweds spent the next day at the M chigan-
Nort hwest ern foot bal |l game.3® Betty, however, understood from
the outset that politics cane first. She went on to becone that
nost val uabl e of political assets, the faithful, long suffering
hel pmate. For a quarter century, Betty Ford endured her
husband’ s nonstop political schedule. She worked tirelessly in
hi s Congressional office and raised four children as Ford
clinbed the political |adder.

Betty Ford, though, was nmuch nore. She herself had an

extraordinary curriculumvitae. As a girl, she dreaned of being

130t er Horst, Gerald R Ford, p. 50.




a dancer. “Dance was ny happi ness,” she wote in her nenvoirs.
Betty studi ed dance at Benni ngton Col | ege and even managed to
land a brief stint wwth the faned Martha Graham troupe i n New
York City. Blessed with stunning good | ooks, Betty al so sought
nmodeling jobs in the city. Her dreans, however, went
unfulfilled and she returned to G and Rapids. Betty soon
married a man nanmed WIliam Warren but her marriage, too, ended
in disappointnment. Betty, a divorcee at age twenty-nine, went
to work as a buyer and fashion coordinator at a | arge G and

Rapi ds departnent store.!3!

Seem ngly down on her luck, her life
changed forever when she net Jerry Ford in 1947. Ford, however,
was not wholly unknown to her. “Since he’'d been a football hero
everybody in town pretty much knew who he was.” To Betty,
the thirty-four year old |l awer was clearly on his way to the
top. “In 1947, Gerald R Ford was probably the nost eligible
bachel or in Grand Rapids. He was good-|ooking, smart, and from

a fine famly.”13?

131Betty Ford, The Times of My Life, pp. 17, 23-24, 36-43.

1321 bid., pp. 44-45. Over the years, Betty Ford devel oped a
keen sense of political observation and her nenoirs, witten
after her 1974-1977 stint as First Lady, provide a shrewd
assessnent of Gerald Ford s political career. Here Betty Ford
further underm nes her husband’s ex-jock public persona. For
exanple, “smart” is rarely used to describe Gerald Ford.
Simlarly, “good |ooking” is hardly the termthat conmes to m nd
for those who first saw Ford —- with his sagging jow s and a



In her nmenoir, Betty noted that as a politician on the

stunp, Ford had no equal. Here Jerry was “inexhaustible .

He took to canpaigning like a starving man to a roast beef
dinner.” Betty saw Ford’ s canpai gn agai nst Bartel Jonkman as
“synbolic of the changes which had taken place in the world and
were taking place even in G and Rapids.” Wthin this scenario,
Jonkman, in her estimation, was hopel essly out of touch. The

i ncunbent was “goi ng around naki ng speeches about Communists in

the State Departnent” and “filing his [constituent] mail in the

receding hairline — in the overwhel m ng nedia coverage of the
1970s. Phot ographs fromhis youth show an entirely different man
with a full head of blond hair and an easy, confident smle. In
Ford s nenmoir, illustrations follow p. 150. In terHorst,
illustrations follow p. 245. In another untold episode of his
extraordi nary career, Gerald Ford not only had the | ooks of a
fashi on nodel, he was a fashion nodel. Under the direction of
agent Harry Conover, Ford posed for pictures with a top nodel
nanmed Phyllis Brown. In 1940 and 1941 phot ographs of Ford
appeared in such national nmagazi nes as Look and Cosnopolitan.
Ford invested $1000.00 in Conover’s nodeling agency but their
associ ation ended when Ford entered the Navy. See terHorst,
Gerald Ford, pp. 45-46. Even in this brief venture, Ford noved
in the highest circles. Harry Conover went on to a brilliant
career and is credited with revol utionizing the fashion
industry. His “Cover Grl” concept enployed nodels “sel ected for
a natural, well-scrubbed beauty, rather than gl anmour and

sophi stication.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1949, s.v.
“Conover, Harry (Sayles) Aug. 29, 1911 - Model agency
executive.” Wth his fashion nodel episode, Cerald Ford was
uncanni | y Kennedyesque as a nodern, physically attractive
political candidate. According to Betty Ford, “ladies foll owed
[Jerry] wherever he went.” Betty herself signed up female
volunteers in the 1948 canpaign. See The Tines of My Life, pp
50, 56. Ford’s fashion nodel background created a stir in 1974
when several pictures froma 1940 issue of Look were published

i n Newsweek. See “Newsnmakers,” Newsweek, 3 June 1974, p. 48.




wast e basket.” Even the conservatives in Grand Rapids, she
mai nt ai ned, were ready for change, a change represented by the
young internationalist Gerald Ford. As a result, “Jerry took
the Fifth District by storm”'®® After defeating Bartel Jonkman
in GOP primary, Ford won handily over the Denobcratic candi date,
Fred J. Barr, with a vote total of 74,191 to 46,972. Mchigan’s
Fifth District was Gerald Ford' s safe seat until he resigned to
assune the vice-presidency in 1973. Ford even survived a
redistricting in 1964 that exchanged M chigan’s Otawa County
for lonia County. 3%A

In 1948, Cerald and Betty Ford stood on the verge of an
experi ence unmatched in American political history. Not

everyone, however, was happy. According to Syers, the

“isolationist Chicago Tri bune openly lamented Ford' s victory in

the primary.” Wth CGerald Ford and Denocrat Fred J. Barr in the

general election, “the voters are left . . . to choose their own
poi son.” For the GOP in general, the 1948 el ection was an
“unm tigated disaster.” Contrary to the now fanous early

edition of the Tribune, Truman defeated Dewey. The Denocrats

t hus kept the presidency. The Republicans |ost control of the

1331 bid., pp. 55-57.

361-A cBY, 1975.



House, the Senate, and the governorship of Mchigan.®* Gerald
Ford, though, was in Washington. There he set out to forge the
political resune that | anded himon the Warren Conm ssi on.

The year 1948 was pivotal in the political |life of Gerald Ford.
His election to Congress in that year |aunched himon his
journey as a career politician. Ford remained in the House of
Representatives for a quarter century. 1In his 1948 election to
M chigan's Fifth District, Ford clearly was the Establishnent’s
man. Here party |abel nmeant nothing as both Republicans and
Denocrats exerted influence on his behalf. Gerald Ford hel ped
to push aside an incunbent who dared to chall enge Anerica’s Cold
War orthodoxy. But, in a prelude to the coming “MCarthy Era,”
Bartel Jonkman was a doubly dangerous man. He was not sinply an
“isolationist.” Jonkman also led a public effort to renove
communi sts fromthe State Departnment. Wth the assistance of
power ful Establishnment nentors, Gerald Ford won the seat in
Congress and forced Jonkman into retirement. The year was al so
pivotal in CGerald Ford' s personal |ife. Despite the whirlw nd of
activity associated with his first run for Congress, Ford paused
| ong enough to get married. His new wife, Betty, becane his
lifelong political helpmate. Wth Betty stoically tending the

home fires, Ford worked his way through the ranks of the House.

134gyers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald R Ford,” pp.



He carefully built a solid bipartisan resune and by 1964 was in
a perfect position to claimthe highest of Establishnment honors
-— a place on the Warren Conmmi ssi on.

Gerald Ford s 1948 Congressional canpaign is a case study
in Rothbard s dreaded duopoly. The GOP contingent itself
spanned the political spectrumand included the professionals
and busi ness people nost often identified with the post-Wrld
War Il Republican Party. Inpatient with the MKay-Jonkman O d

Guard, they flocked to Ford's standard.*% A Anmpong Gerald Ford's

133- 134.

339_A WIlliam A Syers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald
R Ford: Anti-Bossism Internationalism and the Congressional
Canpai gn of 1948,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, Wnter 1990,
pp. 127-142. This academ ¢ study stresses Gerald Ford s reform
activism supposedly nurtured in the 1940 GOP canpai gn. Ei ght
years later “the reforminpulses learned in Jerry Ford' s initia
political experience with the WIIlkie presidential canpaign of
1940 still burned bright.” Syers, pp. 131-132. Presidenti al
Studies Quarterly is the journal of the Center for the Study of
t he Presidency. Anong the forty-four scholars listed on the
mast head of the Wnter 1990 edition is historian Henry F. G aff.
Professor Graff earned his B.S. in Social Studies at New York’s
City College in 1941 and conpleted an AM at Colunbi a
University in 1942. From 1942-46 G aff served as a lieutenant in
the U S. Arny and earned a citation fromthe MC oy-era War
Departnent. After his wartine service, Gaff returned to
Col unmbi a, conpleted his doctorate, and remai ned at that
institution until his retirenent in 1991. From 1993 to 1998
G aff served on the JFK Assassi nati on Records Revi ew Board. He
is a nenber of the Council on Foreign Relations. See Wiwo's Wo
in Anerica, 2000, s.v. “Gaff, Henry Franklin, historian,
educat or.” Anot her biographical wite-up lists Gaff’s mlitary
service as “U. S. Arny, Security Agency, 1942-1946.”" See
Cont enporary Aut hors, New Revision Series, Volune 17, s.v.
“Graff, Henry F(ranklin)1921-."




Republ i can supporters in Grand Rapi ds was an Establishment -

connected | awyer naned John B. Martin, a Rhodes scholar with

9

ext ensi ve governnment service in Washington.®° Mre significant,

3%t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 17-18. Though a Republican
Martin had an Oxford background and served with staunch
Denocrats in the New Deal. Martin was born in G and Rapids in
1909. He finished Dartrmouth in 1931 and earned a Litt.B. from
Oxford in 1933 before conpleting | aw school at the University of
M chigan in 1936. That sanme year he served as |egal secretary to
the chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commi ssion, Janes M
Landis. Martin followed Landis to the National Ofice of
Civilian Defense and returned to G and Rapids in 1946 to
practice law. In the foll ow ng decade Martin energed as a | eader
in the Mchigan GOP. In 1957 he was appointed to the Republican
Nati onal Conmittee. See Who’'s Who in Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v.
“Martin, John Butlin, lawer.” Martin |ater boosted Ford for the
vi ce-presidency in 1960. See terHorst, p. 73. John B. Martin was
anong the thousands lured to Washi ngton by the New Deal
According to the biographer of SEC chairman Joseph P. Kennedy,
“a concerted effort was nade by the [SEC|] conm ssioners to
attract able young nen, accountants and attorneys, to the
governnent service. Kennedy was al ways known for the unusual
conpet ence of the men under him his underlings at the SEC
attest to it.” See Koskoff, Joseph P. Kennedy: A Life and Tines,
p. 62. Janes M Landis, imedi ate successor to Joseph P. Kennedy
at the SEC, provides a link both to the MC oy anbit and the
Kennedy famly inner circle. According to WIliam O Dougl as,
fornmer office mate of John J. McC oy at the Cravath firm SEC
menber, and U. S. Suprene Court justice, Landis was “a protégé of
Frankfurter,” and “was |ong a protégé of Joe Kennedy.” See
Wl liam O Douglas, Go East Young Man, The Early Years: The
Aut obi ography of WIliam O Douglas (New York: Random House
1974), p. 263. Landis was born in Japan in 1899, the son of a
Presbyterian m ssionary. He graduated at the top of his class at
both Princeton in 1921 and Harvard Law School in 1924. He served
in 1926 as secretary to Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis
before returning to Harvard as a | aw professor. At Harvard
Landi s col | aborated on | egal research with McC oy nmentor Felix
Frankfurter. Brought to Washington in 1933 as a nenber of FDR' s
Brain Trust, Landis drafted the legislation for what becane the
SEC. He enmerged as “a |l eader in the group of young | awers and
journalists who used to neet . . . and talk late and early of




however, were the Denocrats who threw their support behind
Gerald Ford. These included A Robert Kliener, a G and Rapids
attorney with a reputation as an “ardent |iberal Denocrat,” and,
of course, Julius Amberg. 3%

Julius Anberg cut an inpressive figure in the political
circles of western M chigan. Described by terHorst as “a very
form dable nman,” Anberg was “as brilliant as he was prosperous.
For years, he held the highest academ c record in the history of
Harvard Law School.” The Grand Rapids legal fraternity
“marvel ed at the functioning of his facile m nd, his |ightning

grasp of the conplicated points of |aw, and the ease with which

the New Deal and its problens. The public knew himas one of
Frankfurter’s little hot dogs.” Landis held the SEC chairmanship
from1935 to 1937. For Landis, the SEC was “both a crackdown and
a cooperating agency, depending on the circunstances.” See
Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1942, s.v. “Landis, Janmes M cCaul ey)
Sept. 25, 1899 — Director of the Ofice of G vilian Defense;
dean of the Harvard Law School.” Joseph P. Kennedy pioneered the
bi parti sanship that becane the post-Wrld War Il political norm
Uni versal ly | anbasted as an archconservative, he nonet hel ess had
little difficulty working with such New Deal types as Landis.
Kennedy was descri bed as a “conpetent man with common sense.”
Thus, “because there was nothing doctrinaire about him Kennedy
was generally able to work for the comon goal in harnmony with

t hose who had different philosophical orientation.” Kennedy
“always had friends of wdely differing political opinions” and
“was equally at ease with the nen he attacked politically.”
Koskoff, pp. 71, 86. Landis |ater edited Joseph Kennedy’s

di pl omatic papers for a proposed vol unme of the anbassador’s
menoirs. “The project was abandoned short of conpletion .
because [Landi s] concl uded that publication wuld cause
[political] enbarrassnment to John Kennedy.” Koskoff, p. 514.

30t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 17, 21.




"135 FromterHorst’s account, it was Julius

he expressed hinsel f.
Anmberg who “sunmoned the nost junior menber of his firmto talk
about running for Congress.” Here Anberg told Ford “that he
felt it very inportant that soneone |ike Jonkman be beaten and
retired.”?® Ford hinself put Anberg’s position even nore
bluntly, witing |later that “Anberg despised Jonkman’s

n 137 In an

i solationist views. He wanted Jonkman out of there.
epi sode that further blurs the distinctions between Anerica’s
mai nstream political parties, Julius Anberg, Denocrat, offered
CGerald Ford, Republican, a full-tinme salary for part-tinme work,
requiring the candidate to put in just one hour per day at
Butterfield, Keeney & Anberg. Ford did not waste this
opportunity. He canpaigned |ike a man possessed, and was “on
the trail fromearly norning until late at night, up and down

the two counties of the Fifth District.”?!38

135 bid. , pp. 19-20.
136 pj d.

137Ford, A Time to Heal, p. 66.

138t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 20, 50. Syers presents
conflicting information on Ford' s decision to run in the 1948
canpaign. First is his statenment from Phil Buchen that “Jerry
had been harboring electoral anbitions as early as ‘46" in
response to Jonkman’s isolationism Syers |ater quotes terHorst
who states that Ford “was asked to run agai nst Jonkman.” See
Syers, pp. 131-132. Syers nmkes no reference as to who did the




Gt her Denocrats with a keen interest in the anti-Jonkman
canpai gn were prom nent |abor union officials who, in supporting
Ford, also ignored traditional party |abels. Ford hinself had
not ed that the burgeoning | abor novenent had transforned the
political climate of his honme state. Upon returning to M chigan
after Wrld War 11, he saw that “Gand Rapi ds had changed
significantly” and that “labor unions were attracting new

menbers and becoming a potent force.”!3°

In Mchigan the nost
potent force in the | abor novenent was the United Auto Workers
union. The UAWs man in G and Rapi ds was Leonard Wodcock, who
in 1948 was director of the union’s Region 1D, an area that

0

covered all of western Mchigan.® In his mempir, Ford wote

t hat Jonknan “al i enat ed Whodcock” and “Wodcock and his nen

deci ded to support ne.”*!

According to Syers, Mchigan was a
“solidly Republican state.” Denocrats were “so limted that
organi zed | abor groups were in the habit of endorsing a

candidate in the Republican primary.” Ford also benefited from

an open primary systemthat allowed crossover voting. Party

aski ng. He does not nention Julius Anberg or the Butterfield,
Keeney & Anberg law firmin this article.

139rord, ATine to Heal, p. 61

140Ccurrent Bi ography Yearbook, 1970, s.v. “Wodcock, Leonard
(Freel) Feb. 15, 1911 - Labor union official.”

Y“1ford, ATine to Heal, p. 67.




| abel mattered little in this circunstance because Ford “coul d
get the votes of a lot of |abor people fromthe auto plants in
Grand Rapi ds and ot her Denpcrats.”3*"#

Gerald Ford s association with | abor |eaders runs directly
counter to his later conservative reputation. Here, in an
experience simlar to that of Hal e Boggs a decade earlier,
Gerald Ford found hinself in the conpany of Anerica' s leftist
elite. By 1948, Leonard Wodcock had spent nearly two decades
as a front-line |labor union activist and had conpil ed an
extraordi nary resunme. Wodcock was born in Rhode Island in
1911. His father, a mllwight, took his famly to Engl and and
Germany where he supervised the installation of factory
machi nery. The el der Whodcock sent his son to British school s,
“includi ng Chipsey, a prep school ranking a cut below Eton.”

The famly returned from Europe in 1926. Leonard Wodcock | ater
entered Detroit’s Wayne State University but broke off his

studies in 1933 to take a job as a nechanic in an auto assenbly
pl ant. For Wodcock, and a host of others, the actual assenbly
of aut onobi |l es becane a secondary concern. He entered the ranks

of labor activism joined the UAW and by 1940 was on the

347-A gyers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald R Ford,” p.
132. Syers di scusses “organi zed | abor groups” and “l| abor people”
but never nentions either the UAWor Leonard Wodcock.



union’s payroll as a staff nenber in the Grand Rapi ds regi onal
office. 1In 1946 Wodcock was naned first adm nistrative

assi stant to UAWfounder Walter Reuther. The follow ng year
Whodcock was el ected director of UAW Regi on 1D, where he

remai ned until 1955, 142

142cBY, 1970. Leonard Wodcock spent nost of his career as
acolyte to Walter Reuther who, with his brother Victor Reuther,
was one of the prinme novers in Anerican |abor. See Wio’s Who in
Anerica, 1964-1965, s.v. “Reuther, Victor G, |abor union
exec.;” s.v. “Reuther, Walter Philip, |abor |eader.” The two
received early indoctrination fromtheir father, a West Virginia
union man. “To nme,” he once wote to them “socialismis the
star of hope that lights the way” and “unl ess you boys woul d at
least . . . recognize the existence of a class struggle and take
your place on the side of labor politically, | should be keenly
di sappoi nted.” See Victor G Reuther, The Brothers Reuther and
the Story of the UAW A Menoir (Boston: Houghton Mfflin
Conpany, 1976), p. 62. The Reuther boys did not disappoint their
father. They began their |abor union activity in 1930 while
students at Detroit City College. Here Walter, in particular,
“got all steanmed up about the Socialist novenent.” As a result,
t he brothers organi zed a housi ng cooperative for working
students. Victor cooked and cl eaned house while Walter worked as
a machini st at Ford Mdtor Conpany. Through their activity they
formed a lasting friendship with Socialist Party |eader Nornan
Thomas. Later they founded a Social Problenms Club and with this
group “sought and obtained affiliation wwth the League for
| ndustrial Denocracy, which actually had its roots as a canpus
service organization [in] 1905, when it was called the
Intercoll egiate Society of Socialists. The nane was changed in
1921,” wrote Victor, “because of American antipathy to the
Russi an Revolution.” See Brothers, pp. 57, 59. At this early
stage, the Reuthers concluded that capitalism“was a dying
social order.” Fromthis they devel oped their lifelong core
phil osophy. In a rude parody of the Gettysburg Address, they
nocked a nation “conceived of the policies of |aissez-faire and
dedicated to the proposition that private profit is the sole
incentive to progress. Now we are engaged in a great econonc
struggle, testing whether this nation or any other nation so
decei ved and so dedicated to rugged individualismcan | ong




endure.” See Brothers, p. 62. During the 1932 election, they
stunped for Norman Thomas, not FDR, seeing the former’s canpaign
as a training ground for “trade union and political battles
ahead.” According to Victor, Walter's activismcost himhis job
at Ford. The brothers then spent the next two years on a bicycle
tour of Europe and Asia. In an exanple of subline historical
irony, this world tour included sixteen nonths working in a Ford
Mot or Conpany plant in Gorky. The Gorky plant produced the Model
T, discontinued in the U S., with machines sent |ock, stock, and
barrel to Soviet Russia. See Brothers, p. 66. According to
Walter Reuther’s final wite-up in Wo's W, the brothers |eft
the Soviet Union and returned to the U S. “to organize auto

wor kers.” See WM, 1970-1971. Over a lifetinme of union work, the
Reut her brothers gained international reputations. They were
foundi ng nenbers of the Commttee (later Congress) of Industrial
Organi zati ons, which Victor maintained was an outgrowt h of an
organi zation called the Socialist Auto Council. See Brothers, p.
125. O the two, it was Walter that assuned the npst prom nent
role, especially in his | eadership of the fanous sit-down
strikes of the 1930s. Phot ographs of his beating by Ford Mbtor
Conmpany “goons” were w dely published and made Reut her al npst
synonynmous with the | abor turnoil of the Great Depression. H's
sit-down strikes -— flagrant violations of the property rights
of auto manufacturers -- were hailed as revolutionary and were
ultimately successful in making the UAWa pernmanent fixture in
U.S. industry. By 1949, however, Reuther had softened his |eft

wi ng stance. He denounced Communi st Party influence in the UAW
and allowed his nenbership in the Socialist Party to | apse.
Nonet hel ess, he advocated “an increasingly mnm xed econony as the
pattern of the American future — a society where there is a far
wi der degree of public ownership but in which no whol esal e
liquidation of private industry is contenplated.” To Reuther,
“the m xture” would depend on “the social responsibility of

i ndustry.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1949, s.v. Reuther,
Walter (Philip) Sept. 1, 1907 - Labor union official.” Walter
Reut her’s real struggle, however, cane against rival unionists.
In the drive for absolute power within the UAW he fought with

t he Conmuni st Party and the nore conservative Anmerican
Federation of Labor, which eventually nerged with the CIOin
1955. Here Reuther proved to be a public relations genius. He
ultimately drove out his union rivals and at the sane tinme

gai ned an invaluable reputation in the press as an “anti -

communi st.” See CBY, 1941, s.v. “Reuther, Valter (Philip) Sept.
1, 1907 — Director of General Mdtors Departnent of the United
Aut onobil e Workers of Anerica.” Walter Reuther was a forthright




No ordi nary working stiff, Leonard Wodcock noved easily
wi thin Establishnment circles. 1In 1955 he was elected to an
i nternational vice-presidency within the UAW Here, in a dark

suit, white shirt, and necktie -- and with traces of a British

advocate of the welfare-warfare state. |In Decenber 1940, a full
year before Pearl Harbor, he called for all-out war production
as an antidote for Depression-era unenpl oynent. He suggested
converting auto assenbly plants into aircraft factories. “If the
idle nmen and the idle nmachines . . . were fully nobilized and
private interests tenporarily subordinated, we could turn out
500 nodern planes a day.” See CBY, 1941. Reuther believed that

t he | abor novenent played a wide-ranging role in society. Unions
“should attenpt to integrate the problens of the factory worker
with those of the rest of the community.” See CBY, 1949. He
further held that “the theory that a union’s only job was to

rai se wages and i nprove wor ki ng conditi ons was obsol ete. Through
the years he was busy with production and pricing problens,
consuner projects, cooperative novenents, civil rights,

politics, and world affairs, all of which he believed were the

| egitinmate concerns of a nodern union.”™ He died in 1970, to an

i nternational outpouring of grief, when his private plane
crashed near Detroit. See Walter Reuther obituary, New York
Tinmes, 11 May 1970. A sane-day editorial hailed Reuther as the
man “principally responsible for making [the UAW bot h]

econonmi cally powerful [and] a fountainhead of beneficial ideas
for all labor.” Despite his renunciation of communi sm Reuther
never di savowed the central tenets of socialism “If fighting
for a nore equal and equitable distribution of the wealth of
this country is socialistic,” he said, “I stand guilty of being
a Socialist.” See New York Tines, 11 May 1970. Later, friends
and associ ates held a nmenorial service at the Washi ngton
Nat i onal Cat hedral. The service concluded with the singing of
the radical anthem “Joe Hill.” Anpbng those delivering persona
tributes was retired Suprenme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren.
See Brothers, p. 470. It was within this leftist trade union
mlieu that Leonard Wodcock energed as Walter Reuther’s heir
apparent. By 1970 he was the | eading candidate for the UAWs top
j ob. Wbodcock, after a brief power struggle, was elected

presi dent of the UAWon 22 May 1970. He “imredi ately pl edged
that the UAWs direction -— for social causes and econom c goal s
-— would not change.” See New York Tines, 23 May 1970.




accent -- Wodcock ran the union’s General Mtors division. He
al so headed the UAW s aerospace departnent, an area that
i ncl uded Cyrus Vance and Naj eeb Hal aby, Harvard Law School
cl assmat es of Congressman Gerald R Ford. Under Reuther’s
gui dance, Wodcock w ung nunerous concessions fromthe auto
industry in the areas of renuneration and benefits. By the
1960s he had won a uni on-shop arrangenent for aerospace workers.
Al ong the way, he gained the attention of the Kennedy Wite
House. In 1961 JFK offered hi mseveral anbassadorial posts and
sub- cabi net positions in the new Adm nistration. Wodcock,
however, declined the offers, choosing instead to remain a full -
ti me uni on man. 43

Havi ng Leonard Wodcock on board his initial canpaign gave

CGerald Ford untold political clout. Gircunmstances in M chigan

143CBY, 1970. As to Wbodcock’s own political |eanings,
Vi ctor Reut her described himas one of a cadre of “mlitant
trade unionists” within the UAWs “socialist conponent.” Here
Wbodcock “and many others were affiliated with the Social i st
Party.” See Brothers, p. 188. According to Syers, Bartel Jonkman
did not exploit Ford s UAWconnection until very late in the
1948 canpaign. “In a surprise nove on the eve of the election,”
Jonkman “suggested that Ford was an errand boy for the forces of
organi zed | abor and urged the voters to support him|[Jonkman] if
they didn't want the C'Oto run the Fifth Congressional
District.” This, however, was to no avail. Ford, “allowed to
bask in the shadow [sic] of the popul ar Senator Vandenberg,” was
not harmed by Jonkman’s “wily assortnment of snmear tactics” and
“questionabl e personal attacks.” Revealing his own bias, Syers
descri bes Jonknman only in negative terns, such as “MKay
henchman” and “hanger-on.” See Syers, pp. 131, 135-136



Rapi ds had changed, indeed. By 1948 the Great Lakes State was
the UAWs hone base, if not its thoroughly entrenched fiefdom
As perhaps the prine exanple of Big Labor, the UAWwas a solid
menber of the coalition welded into place by the New Deal. Wth
t he support of “Leonard Wodcock and his nen,” Gerald Ford had
t he backing of M chigan’s nost powerful constituency.

Julius Anberg and Leonard Wodcock did nore than sinply
el ect Cerald Ford to Congress and send Bartel Jonkman into early
retirement. They also rid Congress of a “MCarthyite” who
predated the advent of Joe McCarthy by two full years. Further
exam nation of Jonknman's career reveals that “isolationisni was
not his only political liability. In a situation equally
irksome to the Establishnent, Jonkman had focused his attention
on the issue of comunismw thin the U S. governnent,

144

specifically targeting the State Departnent. According to the

Nati onal Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Jonknman made frequent

44American |iberals spent decades discrediting opponents of
donmestic communism In his nmenmoirs, Victor Reuther included an
appendix in the forma neno to Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy. Entitled “The Radical Right in Amrerica Today,” the nmeno
urged the Kennedy Admi nistration to crack down on “radical right
organi zati ons” which clained that “the danger to Anerica is
donmesti c Communi sm” According to the Reuther neno, “what are
needed are deliberate Adm nistration policies to contain the
radi cal right fromfurther expansion and in the long run to
reduce it to its historic role [on] the inpotent |unatic
fringe.” See Brothers, pp. 493-494. Enphasis added.



speeches declaring his fear “that the U S Departnment of State
was exercising insufficient vigilance with regard to the
infiltration of nmenbers of the Conmmuni st Party, or of persons

under its influence, into the department.”?®

Jonkman, it
appears, had little conpany in these early efforts. He “was
eventual |y appointed as a conmttee of one to look into the
matter.” Jonkman avoi ded grandstandi ng but by the tinme of the
1948 M chigan GOP primary “the issue had been sensationalized by
ot hers, who, in his opinion, were arousing an unreasonabl e
public reaction to the problem and, in consequence, he worked
to achieve a satisfactory resolution in such a way as to avoid

unnecessary publicity.”*®

1453ee National Cycl opedi a of American Bi ography, Vol une 46,
s.v. “Jonkman, Bartel, |awer and congressman.” |In 1948 Bartel
Jonkman, pronounced Yunk-non, seened to have a safe seat in
Congress. He canme fromsolid Dutch stock and was O d Guard GOP
Jonkman was born in 1884, the son of a clergyman who had settl ed
in Gand Rapids in 1882. After receiving his LL.B. at the
University of Mchigan in 1914, Jonkman alternated between
private | aw practice and service as an el ected prosecutor in
G and Rapids. He won his seat in Congress in 1940. Wen Jonkman
arrived in Washington as a freshman Congressman in 1941, the GOP
constituted a distinct mnority. Denocrats outnunbered
Republ i cans by 106 seats in the U S. House of Representatives.
He was a nenber of the House Foreign Affairs Committee before
his 1948 defeat. See NCAB, Vol une 46.

1481 bid. By late sunmer 1948 Jonkman hinsel f seened to
backpedal on the issue. He declared the State Departnment free
from comuni sts and credited Assistant Secretary of State John
E. Peurifoy with rooting out 134 enpl oyees suspected of
di sloyalty. See New York Tines, 3 August 1948. This was just one
day before the eruption of the cel ebrated H ss Case. Even those




CGerald Ford s 1948 el ection to Congress nust be exam ned
within the context of devel opnents taking place at the national
level. The cryptic allusions in Bartel Jonkman's NCAB write-up
belie the fervid public debate on comruni smduring the 1948
canpai gn season. Anpong those working to sensationalize the
i ssue and arouse public reaction was Richard M N xon. The
California Congressman was a central figure in the cel ebrated
Hi ss Case, in which Alger H ss, a New Deal er and Est abl i shnent
stalwart, was accused of being a communi st agent. Hiss’s
accuser was Wi ttaker Chanbers, then senior editor at Tine, and
hi msel f a confessed forner comuni st. The Hiss story broke on
4 August 1948 and renmai ned front page news into the second week
of Septenber.®*” After a dramatic and highly publicized
confrontation largely orchestrated by N xon, Al ger H ss went on
trial for perjury. According to Chanbers biographer Sam

Tanenhaus, the Hiss trial was “a referendumon the political

observers not entirely hostile to McCarthy ridicul ed Jonkman’s
efforts to fight donestic communism See WIIliamF. Buckley and
L. Brent Bozell, MCarthy and H s Enem es: The Record and It’s
Meani ng (Chi cago: Henry Regnery Conpany, 1954), pp. 13, 19.
Buckl ey and Bozel | described Jonkman’s 1948 statenent declaring
the State Departnent free of conmunists as “anusing.” See p.
164.

352-A New York Tinmes, 4 August 1948 and August- Sept enber
1948, passim In his biography, terHorst ignores the Hi ss Case.
Ford nmentions Alger Hiss only in a passing reference. See A Tine
to Heal , p. 69.




changes sweeping through the nation. Hi ss was on trial, but so
were the New Deal and Yalta, and so were Chanbers and the
feveri sh hunt for Reds.”**?B Both terHorst and Ford ignore the

Hi ss Case which the New York Ti nes descri bed as “one of the npbst

dramati c and anger-provoking in the country’s history.”3%¢

Alger Hiss was tried twice. Hi s first trial ended in a hung
jury. Hiss was convicted of perjury in a second trial in 1950
and served forty-four nonths in prison. Nearly a half-century

|l ater the New York Tines naintained that the H ss Case

“catapulted Richard M N xon to national attention and hel ped
lay the groundwork for McCarthyism” Alger H ss maintained his
i nnocence for the rest of his life. He died in 1996 at the age

of ninety-two. 3°%P

352-B 5am Tanenhaus, Whittaker Chambers: A Biography (New
York: The Modern Library, 1998), p. 351. Tanenhaus received an
Establ i shment inprimatur from historian Arthur Schlesinger. In a
New York Tines review, Schlesinger described Tanenhaus’s
approach to Chanbers as “synpathetic but not hagi ographic.

H s book will not please all readers, but even the renaining
def enders of Al ger Hi ss nust acknow edge it, | believe, as a
serious and absorbing work.” See Book Review Digest, 1997, s.v.
“Tanenhaus, Sam”

352-C gee Wi ttaker Chanbers obituary, New York Tines, 12
July 1961.

352-D gee Al ger Hiss obituary, New York Tinmes, 16 Novenber
1996. Despite having run roughshod over one of the brightest
stars of the Establishnent, Nixon's political career took off.
Ni xon, however, would never gain full acceptance fromthose who
considered Al ger Hiss an innocent victim Gerald Ford, however,
never exploited the donmestic comruni smissue for personal gain.




When Ni xon’s political downfall finally canme, it was Ford who
stepped into the Wiite House. Elected to Congress on the red
baiting issue, N xon's “first Congressional action” was “the
citation in February of 1947 of Gerhart Ei sler for contenpt of
Congress.” Eisler, described by N xon as the “key man of the
Communi st Party in the United States,” had refused to testify
before the House Committee on Un-Anerican Activities. Later,
“Representative N xon spent nmuch of August 1948 participating in
t he Congressional investigation of Conmuni st espionage in the
United States, and it was he who insisted upon the confronting
of Alger H ss with Whittaker Chanbers, as a neans of determ ning
who was conmting perjury.” See Current Biography Yearbook,

1948, s.v. “Nixon, Richard M Jan. 9, 1913 — United States
Representative for California; lawer.” Born in 1897, Gerhart

Ei sler was a Communi st Party political conm ssar in Austria,
Germany, China, and Spain. In 1933, Eisler “traveling under
forged passports, entered the United States. He reputedly becane
the top Conmuni st agent in Anerica.” In 1947 Eisler received a
one year jail sentence for contenpt of Congress. He fled the
U S in 1949 while his case was on appeal. See Dictionary of
Aneri can Bi ography, Supplenent 8, s.v. “Eisler, Gerhart (Feb.

20, 1897 — Marr. 21, 1968), Sovi et espionage agent and East
German Conmuni st party official."” In 1952 N xon was el ected

vi ce- president on the Republican ticket. Current Biography
returned to chronicle his political success. “During his terns
in the House, Ni xon becane nationally known for his work as a
menber of the House Commi ttee on Un-American Activities” whose
“stubborn persistence brought about the nowfanobus confrontation
of Al ger H ss and Wi ttaker Chanbers, which led to Hiss’s
conviction of perjury.” See CBY, 1958, s.v. “N xon, R chard

Ml hous) Jan. 9, 1913 — Vice-President of the United States;

| awyer.” Alger Hiss was the very enbodi nent of the Eastern

Est abl i shnent and by 1948 he had conplied inpeccabl e
credentials. Hiss was born in Baltinore in 1904. He graduated
from Johns Hopkins University in 1926 and entered Harvard Law
School. There “he attracted the attention of Felix Frankfurter.”
The professor adopted Hiss as his “protégé” and “recomended hi m
for the much coveted post of secretary to Suprene Court Justice
Aiver Wendell Holnes.” In 1933, after private |law practice in
Boston and New York, Hiss entered “governnent service.” H ss
spent the next fifteen years behind the scenes in various
bureaucratic agencies. He served first from 1933-1935 as counse
to the Agricultural Adjustnment Administration. After a brief
stint at the Justice Departnment, Hiss joined the Departnment of
State where he was clearly marked for future success. He served




in lowprofile but influential posts, mainly concerni ng Far
Eastern affairs. In May 1944 Hiss joined the newly fornmed Ofice
of Special Political Affairs, “which was responsible for the
devel opnment and coordi nati on of Anerican policy with respect to
the United Nations.” Subsequently, H ss was executive secretary
at the Dunmbarton Oaks conference that set up the UN. “Al

matters relating to the proposed United Nations security

organi zati on thus cane under his supervision.” H ss was FDR s

cl ose assistant at the soon-to-be controversial Yalta conference
in February 1945. At the UN s 1945 conference in San Franci sco,
H ss served as secretary-general and personally hand delivered
the UN Charter to the U S. Senate for ratification. By now Hiss
was head of the O fice of Special Political Affairs, “which had,
within three years, devel oped froma nucl eus of experts to a
staff of nore than two hundred, one of the |argest and nobst
active offices of the State Departnent.” In 1946 H ss was

el ected president of the Carnegi e Endowrent for |nternational
Peace. He used his position there to urge “that the endownent
concentrate upon support of the United Nations by publicizing
its objectives . . . and by recommendi ng policy to the United
States Covernnent.” See CBY, 1947, s.v. “Hiss, Alger Nov. 11
1904 - Lawyer; peace organi zation president.” The Hi ss Case
recei ved considerable attention fromthe Establishment. Md oy
mentor Felix Frankfurter, by then a Supreme Court Justice,
testified as a character witness for Alger H ss. “There was no
precedent for Frankfurter’s appearance, a nenber of the nation’s
hi ghest tribunal taking the stand in a crimnal trial.” See
Tanenhaus, pp. 374-375. Establishment | awers appeared for both
sides. At |least three of these attorneys had ties to the MO oy
anbit. Wittaker Chanbers’s enployer, Henry R Luce, hired
Harold Medina, Jr., “of the prestigious firmof Cravath, Swain.”
See Tanenhaus, p. 224. The Hi ss team brought in even bigger
guns. Edward McLean, Alger’s Harvard classnmate, was a seni or
partner at the Rockefeller-affiliated firm of Debevoise,
Plinmpton & McLean. See Tanenhaus, p. 281. On the sidelines was
Hi ss’s brother Donald, “an attorney at the prestigious

Washi ngton law firm of Covington & Burling.” That firm supplied
Wl liam Marbury, Alger’'s “long-tinme friend” and “a distingui shed
attorney and nmenber of the five-man Harvard Corporation.”

Mar bury stepped in “after Hiss’s first choice, forner
Undersecretary of State Dean Acheson,” also a Covington &
Burling partner, “declined to appear.” See Tanenhaus, pp. 224-
225. Marbury was born in 1901 and earned his B.A at the
University of Virginia in 1921. After earning his Harvard LL.B
in 1924 he set up practice in Baltinore. During World War |1



Ri chard N xon weathered the political turmoil of 1948 and
numer ous ot hers throughout his career. He went on to the U S
Senate and won the presidency in 1968. Nixon’s Republican
col | eague Cerald Ford had equal political success. |In 1948
Bartel Jonkman, however, could do little nore than stare into
his own political grave. Jonkman not only lost his seat in
Congress, he was relegated to political obscurity, ousted by nen
with solid Establishnment, internationalist, and lefti st

connections.*’” O the four Grand Rapids nmen central to Gerald

Mar bury served five years in the MC oy-era War Depart nent,

first as “expert consultant” on procurenent and then as chi ef
counsel for the War Departnent’s procurenent program See \Wo
Was Who in Anerica, Volune 9, s.v. “Marbury, WIIiam Luke,

| awyer.” See also New York Tinmes, 3 April 1943. For his work in
the War Departnent, Marbury received the Presidential Medal for
Merit, “the nation’s highest civilian award.” See Tanenhaus, p.
281. Though he declined to appear as either character w tness or
trial counsel, Dean Acheson did not stay away fromthe Hi ss case
entirely. According to Isaacson and Thomas, “as a favor to
Donal d, Acheson . . . secretly hel ped Hi ss prepare his defense
bef ore the House Un- Anerican Activities Conmttee.” See The Wse
Men, p. 491.

4"Gerald Ford’s 1948 canpaign bears renmarkable sinilarity
to the 1946 el ection of Richard N xon. Both nen were hard
driving and anbitious. Both signed on to defeat an incunbent
that held a political stance anathema to the Establishnent. Ford
chal  enged Bartel Jonkman on the issue of isolationism Less
wel | - known are Jonkman’s efforts to expose conmuni sts in the
State Departnment. Simlarly, Nixon's 1946 California
Congressional canpaign is renmenbered primarily for his unseemy
willingness to “red bait” his way past popul ar Denocratic
i ncunbent Jerry Voorhis. In 1943 Voorhis published Qut of Debt,
Qut of Danger. The book sharply criticized the Federal Reserve
System and, |ike Jonkman’s short-lived quest to root out State
Depart nment comuni sts, could well have been the real cause of




Voorhis's political dem se. Voorhis was born in 1901 in Otawa,
Kansas. He went East to attend Yal e, where he earned his B. A,
Phi Beta Kappa in 1923. After a YMCA sponsored goodw || tour of
Germany, Voorhis went to Illinois and Montana as a teacher of
underprivil eged boys. He returned to California where he earned
an MA fromd arenont College. “In the days before the New
Deal, M. Voorhis was a registered Socialist, and he | ectured on
social problenms at California s Ponona Coll ege” from 1930 to
1935. “In those days, he advocated nationalization of both

i ndustry and | and -- al t hough not the organization of collective
farms or anything of the sort.” Voorhis won his seat in Congress
in 1936. In 1941, five years before Nixon's arrival on the
scene, Voorhis downpl ayed his Socialist Party background.

Per haps sensing a shift in the political w nds, he “expl ai ned
his former socialisni as “the only way | could vote ny protest
agai nst the reactionary | eadership of both major parties. | was
never,” he nmaintained, “a full fledged socialist, and M.
Roosevelt has made it possible for ne to be a Denbcrat with a

cl ear conscience.” According to Current Biography Yearbook,
Voorhis “seened to be a full fledged New Deal er at any rate.
Ironically, Jerry Voorhis served, in the pre-MCarthy days, on
the House Commttee on Un-Anerican Activities, then chaired by
Texas Congressman Martin Dies. There Voorhis “eschewed red
baiting.” But, “having cone to [the Dies Comrittee] to check and
scoff, the new nenber remained to respect the work, if not the
chairman.” In this period, Voorhis actually built up his own
anti - communi st bona fides. He favored the publication of
menbership lists of recognized political parties and advocat ed
“deportation of aliens who preached giving fealty to any foreign
governnment.” See CBY, 1941, s.v. “Voorhis, Jerry April 6, 1901 -
United States Representative fromCalifornia.” In his book, Qut
of Debt, Qut of Danger, Voorhis called unwanted attention to the
basi c franework of fractional reserve banking. Here Voorhis
enphasi zed the follow ng principle: “No governnent any pl ace, at
any tinme, ever should borrow credit created by a private
agency.” See Qut of Debt, p. 109. Voorhis also frankly pointed

out a crucial fallacy of the Fed. “MI1lions of people believe
[that the ternm Federal Reserve Banks nmeans what it says .
but the central Federal Banks are private institutions.” See

Qut of Debt, p. 152. Alarnmed at the vast increase in American
debt fuel ed by the massive war econony, Voorhis drafted
legislation flatly stating that “no interest bearing obligations
of the United States shall be sold to any bank or financia
institution except for cash.” See Qut of Debt, p. 238. Such an
arrangenent woul d have upset not only the free spendi ng econonic




Ford's 1948 election to Congress — Arthur Vandenberg, Harvey
Bundy, Julius Anberg, and Jonkman hinmself — only Bartel Jonkman

failed to rate a New York Tines obituary. Gerald Ford, for his

part, learned well the |lessons of 1948. Fully aware of the

climate of World War 11, it would have hobbl ed the financial
structure built and mai ntai ned by the Establishnment. Voorhis,
however, was no advocate of free banking. H's proposed

| egislation called for continuation of the Federal Reserve
Syst em under direct governnent ownership. See Qut of Debt, p.
237. Nonet hel ess, Voorhis had strayed into forbidden territory.
From the Establishnent point of view, he clearly had to go.
Qusted by Richard N xon in 1946, Jerry Voorhis spent the

remai nder of his career as an anti-Fed Cassandra. In 1947 he
described his efforts in this regard as “My Big Crusade” and
reiterated his trenchant argunent agai nst the Federal Reserve.
See Confessions of a Congressnman (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday &
Conpany, 1947; reprint ed., Wstport, Connecticut: 1974), pp.
161-182. In this volune Voorhis described a speech he nmade on
the floor of the House in April 1940 in which he denounced the
Fed’ s inflationary “open-nmarket” operations. Voorhis maintained
that he nade the sane argunent in a brief neeting at the Wite
House with FDR See Confessions, pp. 173, 175. “In Qctober
1945,” he later wote, “the representative of a |arge New York
financial house made a trip to California.” The representative
“call ed on a nunber of influential people in southern

California. And I know that he bawled themout . . . for
permtting Jerry Voorhis . . . one of the nbst dangerous nmen in
Washi ngton, to continue to represent a part of the state of
California in the House of Representatives. This . . . obviously

had to do with ny views and work for changes in the nonetary
system” See Confessions, p. 331. Twenty-five years |later,

Voor his produced an anti-Ni xon diatribe in tine for the 1972

el ection. This volune, too, contains an amazingly frank
assessnent of the Fed. In this book, however, Voorhis attributes
Ni xon”s 1946 victory and subsequent political success to the
latter’s skill at red baiting. See The Strange Case of Richard
M 1 hous Ni xon (New York: Paul S. Eriksson, Inc., 1972), pp. 3,
16. Jerry Voorhis died in 1984. At that tine, the New York Tines
descri bed the Ni xon-Voorhis battle as a “vigorous canpaign,” but
failed to nention either red baiting or Voorhis’s |ifelong




power of those who hel ped elect him and the issues that sank
hi s opponent, Ford never strayed from his bipartisan,
i nternationalist roots.

Wth the backing of Julius Anberg and Leonard Wodcock,
Cerald Ford conducted his 1948 canpaign with the deep self-
assurance that cones with having powerful friends. Wen
necessary, he enpl oyed the down hone touch, mlking cows while
maki ng the rounds of dairy farnms in the Fifth District. He also
reveal ed a shrewd appreciation for nodern politics as he
hammered away at his single issue -— Jonkman’s all eged

i sol ati oni sm **8

When Ford played up his status as a war veteran
by constructing a Quonset hut as his Grand Rapi d headquarters,

t he property owners, supporters of Bartel Jonkman, tried to have
Ford evicted. Julius Anberg intervened, and the hut remained.*°
In the later stages of the 1948 canpai gn, Ford received
anot her key boost from Denocrats. According to his own account,

“luck intervened on ny behalf. President Truman called the

Congress back into session. Wile Jonkman had to remain in

Washi ngton, | had an open field to run all over the district,

canpai gn agai nst the Federal Reserve. See Jerry Voorhis
obi tuary, New York Tines, 12 Septenber 1984.

148t erHorst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 1-4.

1%9Ford, A Tine to Heal, p. 66.




turning up at plant gates, picnics and county fairs, shaking
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hands and maki ng speeches everywhere | went. The result was

1501 hid., p. 65. Gerald Ford’s “luck,” of course, came in
the formof human action. The special session of Congress “and
much of the strategy of the 1948 [Denocratic Party] canpaign”
was the work of a coterie of Truman advi sers known as the
Monday- Nl ght Group. According to self-styled “Wse Man” d ark
Cifford, these “sub-Cabinet |level” nen were “liberals . . . who
felt that new circunstances required new sol utions. They
believed that the basic tenets of the New Deal should be adapted
to the postwar environnent, not abandoned.” For the Mnday-Ni ght
G oup, pragmati smwas the byword. Cifford noted in his nenoirs
that “we did not include . . . professional |iberals whose ardor
and search for ideological purity outweighed their discretion
and their judgenent.” See Oifford, Counsel to the President,
pp. 84-85. The Monday- Ni ght G oup concocted the special session
in order to junmp start the then-ailing Truman presidentia
canpai gn. “We needed sonething,” wote Cifford, “to bring the
[ 1948 Denocratic National] convention to |ife and put pressure
on the Republicans.” The result was pure political genius.
Truman’s charge to the GOP-controll ed 80'" Congress was
specifically designed to enbarrass the Republicans. He told
Congress to stop inflation, an inpossible task given the very
nature of the Federal Reserve System Truman also told Congress
to solve the postwar housing shortage, inpossible due to such
gover nnent -i nduced restrictions as rent control. This was an
audaci ous political strategy. “Not since 1856 had an energency
session been called in a Presidential election year and .
never before had a special session been introduced at a party
convention.” See Clifford, pp. 215, 223. Enphasis in the
original. The special session fueled Harry Truman’s now-
| egendary whi stle-stop harangues agai nst the “do-nothing” 80"
Congress and hel ped bring about a conplete reversal in the US
House of Representatives. In 1948 the Republicans held a fifty-
ei ght seat majority. In the 81% Congress, seated in January
1949, the Denocrats enjoyed a ninety-eight seat advantage.
Despite Clark difford s claimof pragmati sm the Monday-N ght
G oup was conprised of men wholly dedicated to New Deal
i deol ogical purity. Cifford |listed six nen as nenbers of the
Monday- Nl ght Group —- Oscar R Ewi ng, Charles F. Brannon, C.

G rard Davidson, Leon Keyserling, J. Donald Kingsley, and David
Morse. See Clifford, p. 84. O these, only Davidson cannot be
| ocated in readily avail abl e bi ographical sources. Oscar R




Ew ng was the one who “decided that liberals within the [ Truman]
Adm ni stration needed sonme sort of informal network to discuss
i ssues and influence policy.” See difford, p. 84. Ew ng
finished Harvard Law School in 1913. He |ater served as vice-
chai rman of the Denocratic National Commttee. Ewing was the
first head of the Federal Security Agency, |ater renaned the
Departnent of Health, Education and Welfare. See Who Was Who in
Anerica, Volunme 7, s.v. “Ewi ng, Oscar Ross, |awyer,
philanthropist.” Charles F. Brannon, a “career man in Governnent
service,” was “one of the few New Dealers left in the Departnent
of Agriculture.” He was a native of Denver and earned his LL.B
at the University of Colorado in 1929. In the 1948 canpai gn he
urged “farners to guard agai nst forces attenpting to destroy
Federal farmaid progranms.” See Current Biography Yearbook,
1948, s.v. “Brannon, Charles F(ranklin) Aug. 23, 1903 — United
States Governnent official; lawer.” Cifford described Leon
Keyserling as “the intellectual of our circle, a respected but
refreshingly controversial economst.” See Clifford, p. 85. Born
in South Carolina, Keyserling was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Col unbi a University. He attended Harvard Law School and was
admtted to the New York bar in 1931. Keyserling spent a year at
t he Rockefeller-endowed General Education Fund before joining
t he Col unbia University economcs faculty. After “participating
in an interdepartnmental course on social and industrial problens
. . he soon left for Washington as one of the glittering
fllght of bright young nen.” Keyserling |landed at the new y-
created Agricultural Adjustnment Admi nistration. He next joined
the staff of Senator Robert WAagner and was instrumental in
drafting the sem nal National Labor Relations Act. In 1947
Keyserling' s policy wish list included “voluntary price
reducti ons, noder ate wage adj ustnments upward, naintenance of
rent control, expansion of social security and m ni nrum wage
| egi sl ation, a Governmnent -ai ded housi ng program a surplus of
Gover nnment revenues over expenditures, and inproved managenent-
| abor relations.” Described as “admttedly brilliant,”
Keyserling advised Truman “to ask for [postwar] price controls,
rationi ng, and wage controls.” See CBY, 1947, s.v. “Keyserling,
Leon H Jan. 22, 1908 — United States Governnent official;
economni st ; Iamyer J. Donald Kingsley was born in Canbrldge,
N.Y. He earned a Ph.D. in Public Adm nistration from Syracuse
University in 1933. He taught at Syracuse and spent 1936-1938 at
t he London School of Econom cs as a fellow of the Social Science
Research Council. Dr. Kingsley greatly feared a postwar
repudi ati on of the New Deal. His solution to this threat was the
unabashed advocacy of even nore Keynesian economn c policies.




victory over Jonknman in the August primary. This, for Ford, was

tantanmount to victory. The Novenber general election in

predom nantly Republican western Mchigan was a nere fornmality.
During his 1948 canpai gn, Ford noted another change in

post-World War Il Grand Rapids, the weakening of the “once

powerful grip that the early Dutch imm grants had held over the
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communi ty. As a politician, Ford realized that he no | onger

Ki ngsl ey advi sed Truman “that governnent purchases used as a
conpensatory and stabilizing device would provide a flexible
means of maintaining a given |evel of enploynent.” Kingsley also
served as U S. representative to the International Labor

Organi zati on. See CBY, 1950, s.v. “Kingsley, J(ohn) Donald Feb.
25, 1908 — United Nations official.” David A. Mdxrse was a native
of New York City. An All-Anerican in football, Mrse graduated
fromRutgers University in 1929. He conpleted his LL.B. at
Harvard Law School in 1932 and was admtted to the New Jersey
bar in 1933. Soon, however, Mrse answered the siren song of the
New Deal bureaucracy and took a job as counsel to the Petrol eum
Labor Policy Board within the Departnment of the Interior. Mrse
joined the U S. Arny Air Corps in 1942 and was sent to Europe in
1943. Morse spent his Air Corps tinme behind a desk drafting
governnent | abor policy for Anerican-occupied areas in North
Africa, Sicily, and Italy. Under Mrse' s guidance, “the Allied
organi zati on abandoned its original idea of trying to foist
Angl o- Saxon | abor principles upon the Italians and instead
[retai ned] sone of the best features of the Fascist setup naking
it possible for a resunption of the syndical novenent which had
been the basis of the Italian | abor novenent since the beginning
of the [20'" century.” In 1944 Morse was in Germany as chief of
the | abor section of the U S. Goup Control Council. Later, as a
del egate to the International Labor Organization, Mrse favored
the internationalization of such prograns as collective

bar gai ni ng, a guaranteed wage, and free governnent enpl oynent
agenci es. See CBY, 1949, s.v. “Mrse, David A(bner) My 31,
1907 — International organization official.”

S1Ford, A Tine to Heal, p. 61.




faced the noral constraints inposed on Grand Rapids by strait-

| aced Dutch tradition. Wth this in mnd, Ford got married and,
in the process, audaciously defied standard conventi ons.

Despite a brutal schedul e of speeches and canpai gn events, Ford
met, and eventually married Elizabeth “Betty” Blooner. As a
potential political wife, Betty had three strikes agai nst her.
First, she was a divorcee, a traditional taboo nationw de, |et
alone in Gand Rapids. Second, she had pursued an i ndependent
career in New York City, a course considered scandal ous in

Dut ch-dom nated western M chigan. Third, back honme as a single
woman, she held a full-time job at a Grand Rapi ds depart nent
store. Under ordinary circunstances any one of these conditions
woul d have rul ed her out as the wife of a rising politician.

Per haps sensing that Dutch taboos were not entirely erased, the
two kept their engagenent a secret until after Ford s victory
over Jonkman in the Septenber GOP primary. Gerald and Betty
were married on 15 Cctober 1948, three weeks before Ford coasted
to victory in the general election. Their wedding day was on a
Friday. In an episode that would conme to typify their

rel ati onship, the new yweds spent the next day at the M chi gan-
Nort hwestern footbal |l gane.!®® Betty, however, understood from

the outset that politics cane first. She went on to becone that

152t er Horst, Gerald R Ford, p. 50.




nost val uabl e of political assets, the faithful, long suffering
hel pmate. For a quarter century, Betty Ford endured her
husband’ s nonstop political schedule. She worked tirelessly in
hi s Congressional office and raised four children as Ford
clinbed the political |adder.

Betty Ford, though, was nmuch nore. She herself had an

extraordinary curriculumvitae. As a girl, she dreaned of being

a dancer. “Dance was ny happiness,” she wote in her nenoirs.
Betty studi ed dance at Benni ngton Col |l ege and even nanaged to
land a brief stint with the faned Mart ha Graham troupe in New
York City. Blessed with stunning good | ooks, Betty al so sought
nodeling jobs in the city. Her dreans, however, went
unfulfilled and she returned to Gand Rapids. Betty soon
married a man nanmed WIlliam Warren but her marriage, too, ended
in disappointnment. Betty, a divorcee at age twenty-nine, went
to work as a buyer and fashion coordinator at a | arge G and

Rapi ds departnment store. 3

Seem ngly down on her luck, her life
changed forever when she net Jerry Ford in 1947. Ford, however,
was not wholly unknown to her. “Since he’'d been a football hero

everybody in town pretty nmuch knew who he was.” To Betty,

the thirty-four year old |l awer was clearly on his way to the

153Betty Ford, The Times of My Life, pp. 17, 23-24, 36-43.




top. “In 1947, Gerald R Ford was probably the nost eligible
bachel or in Grand Rapids. He was good-|ooking, smart, and from
a fine famly. "

In her nmenoir, Betty noted that as a politician on the

stunp, Ford had no equal. Here Jerry was “inexhaustible .

1541 bid., pp. 44-45. Over the years, Betty Ford devel oped a
keen sense of political observation and her nenoirs, witten
after her 1974-1977 stint as First Lady, provide a shrewd
assessnent of Gerald Ford s political career. Here Betty Ford
further underm nes her husband s ex-jock public persona. For
exanple, “smart” is rarely used to describe Gerald Ford.
Simlarly, “good |ooking” is hardly the termthat conmes to mnd
for those who first saw Ford —- with his sagging jow s and a
receding hairline — in the overwhel m ng nedia coverage of the
1970s. Phot ographs fromhis youth show an entirely different man
with a full head of blond hair and an easy, confident smle. In
Ford s nenmoir, illustrations follow p. 150. In terHorst,
illustrations follow p. 245. In another untold episode of his
extraordi nary career, Gerald Ford not only had the | ooks of a
fashi on nodel, he was a fashion nodel. Under the direction of
agent Harry Conover, Ford posed for pictures with a top nodel
nanmed Phyllis Brown. In 1940 and 1941 phot ographs of Ford
appeared in such national nmagazi nes as Look and Cosnopolitan.
Ford invested $1000.00 in Conover’s nodeling agency but their
associ ation ended when Ford entered the Navy. See terHorst,
Gerald Ford, pp. 45-46. Even in this brief venture, Ford noved
in the highest circles. Harry Conover went on to a brilliant
career and is credited with revolutionizing the fashion
industry. His “Cover Grl” concept enployed nodels “sel ected for
a natural, well-scrubbed beauty, rather than gl anmour and
sophi stication.” See Current Biography Yearbook, 1949, s.v.
“Conover, Harry (Sayles) Aug. 29, 1911 - Model agency
executive.” Wth his fashion nodel episode, CGerald Ford was
uncanni | y Kennedyesque as a nodern, physically attractive
political candidate. According to Betty Ford, “ladies foll owed
[Jerry] wherever he went.” Betty herself signed up femal e
volunteers in the 1948 canpaign. See The Tines of My Life, pp.
50, 56. Ford’s fashion nodel background created a stir in 1974
when several pictures froma 1940 issue of Look were published
i n Newsweek. See “Newsnmakers,” Newsweek, 3 June 1974, p. 48.




He took to canpaigning |ike a starving nan to a roast beef
dinner.” Betty saw Ford’ s canpai gn agai nst Bartel Jonkman as
“synbolic of the changes which had taken place in the world and
were taking place even in G and Rapids.” Wthin this scenario,
Jonkman, in her estimation, was hopel essly out of touch. The
i ncunbent was “goi ng around naki ng speeches about Communists in
the State Departnent” and “filing his [constituent] mail in the
wast e basket.” Even the conservatives in G and Rapids, she
mai nt ai ned, were ready for change, a change represented by the
young internationalist Gerald Ford. As a result, “Jerry took
the Fifth District by storm”!° After defeating Bartel Jonkman
in GOP primary, Ford won handily over the Denobcratic candi date,
Fred J. Barr, with a vote total of 74,191 to 46,972. Mchigan's
Fifth District was Cerald Ford’ s safe seat until he resigned to
assune the vice-presidency in 1973. Ford even survived a
redistricting in 1964 that exchanged M chigan’s Otawa County
for lonia County. 36tA

In 1948, Cerald and Betty Ford stood on the verge of an
experience unmatched in Anmerican political history. Not

everyone, however, was happy. According to Syers, the

159 hid., pp. 55-57.

361-A cBY, 1975.



“isolationist Chicago Tri bune openly lamented Ford' s victory in

the primary.” Wth CGerald Ford and Denocrat Fred J. Barr in the

general election, “the voters are left . . . to choose their own
poi son.” For the GOP in general, the 1948 el ecti on was an
“unmtigated disaster.” Contrary to the now fanous early

edition of the Tribune, Truman defeated Dewey. The Denocrats

t hus kept the presidency. The Republicans |ost control of the

House, the Senate, and the governorship of Mchigan.'®® Gerald
Ford, though, was in Washington. There he set out to forge the
political resune that |anded himon the Warren Conm ssi on.

The el ection of Ei senhower was indeed a benchmark for
CGerald Ford. Fromthat point forward he closely identified with
the liberal, internationalist wing of the GOP. Here, Ford not
only backed the w nning presidential candidate, he al so added
fourteen nore influential nmen to his burgeoning network of elite
associ ates. Supporting Ei senhower early on was an audaci ous
political nove that marked Ford s energence as a junior partner
in the American Establishnment. It is a testament to his
enduring political ability that, all the while, he was able to
mai ntain a conservative Republican i nage.

In 1948 Ford nade internationalismthe single issue in his

first canpaign for public office. Four years |later he was a

156gyers, “The Political Beginnings of Gerald R Ford,” pp.



menber of the Ei senhower-for-President vanguard. 1In his

aut obi ography, Ford noted that Robert Taft’s “foreign policy
views were too isolationist for ny taste. Furthernore, | was
convinced that ke could win in Novenber and after twenty years

of Denpcratic Presidents the country needed a change.”!®” Here

133- 134.

157Ford, ATine to Heal, p. 69. Robert A Taft was an
unl i kel y Establishnment bugbear whose background i ncluded an
i npeccabl e pedigree. He was the son of WIlliamHoward Taft and
nephew of Henry Taft, partner in the pivotal Wall Street |aw
firmof Cadwal ader, Wckersham & Taft. The GChioan al so had the
requi site Ivy League qualifications. He finished his Yale B. A
in 1910 and his Harvard Law School LL.B. in 1913. Rejected for
mlitary service due to poor eyesight, Taft went to work in
European food relief with future president Herbert Hoover. Taft
was in Paris during the peace negotiations but, unlike a host of
ot her young Anericans, canme away fromthis experience with a
“deep hostility for governnment planning” that he retained until
his death four decades later. “Big governnent,” he believed,
“was inefficient, costly, and injurious to individual liberty
and equality of opportunity -— the keys to the Anerican way of
life.” To Taft, the New Deal was “socialistic” and war, he
insisted, “would destroy civil liberty and pronote socialismin
the United States.” See Dictionary of Anmerican Biography,
Suppl enent 5, s.v. “Taft, Robert Al phonso (Sept.8, 1889 - July
31, 1953), lawyer, United States Senator, and three tines
unsuccessful candidate for the Republican presidenti al
nom nation.” Wth these core beliefs, Taft was a consi derable
liability to the continuation of Establishnent foreign policy.
Taft’s GOP rival, however, was the consunmate internationalist.
Though not an avowed candi date, Ceneral Dwi ght D. Ei senhower
enj oyed i mense public prestige in the years i medi ately
following World War 11. Wile serving as president of Col unbia
Uni versity he took | eave to command NATO forces in Europe. As
1952 approached, “Ei senhower becane increasingly prom nent as a
possi bl e candi date for the presidency of the United States.
Though he refused to give serious consideration to the subject
and sought to discourage nention of it, nevertheless a strong
novenent for his nom nation devel oped despite his dislike for
politics and public office. . . . Before Ei senhower’s entry into




the [1952] contest, Robert A Taft, senator from Chio, was the

| eadi ng Republican nom nee, with strong support in the South and

M dwest and from conservative business and political interests.

However, within a short time newspaper and public opinion polls

began to show a strong trend for Ei senhower.” l1ke’ s support cane

al so from “Northeastern and West Coast Republican | eaders who

were interested in continuation of sone of the New Deal donestic

policies of the Denbcrats and in supporting international

organi zati ons such as the United Nations.” See National

Cycl opedi a of Anerican Bi ography, Volune 56, s.v. “Ei senhower,

Dwi ght David, 34'"™ President of the United States.” Ei senhower

did not return from Europe until June 1952. He won the GOP

nom nation in July. Eisenhower is sonetines portrayed as dim

wi tted war hero shanghaied by the GOP elite to serve as a non-

controversial figurehead. lke's DAB wite-up indicates

ot herwi se. “Far from being a captive hero, he seened the man who

converted the Republican party from a befuddl ed coll ection of

"outs’ domi nated by conservatives of the Hoover era into a party

that was close to the center of Anerican opinion. Ei senhower
transforned the GOP . . . by flattering the conservatives, who

basked in his conmpany, and by giving actual power to m ddl e-of-

t he-roaders.” See DAB, Supplenent 8, s.v. “Eisenhower, Dw ght

David (Oct. 14, 1890 — Mar. 28, 1969), arny officer and

presi dent of the United States.” Recent schol arship indicates

t hat Ei senhower actively sought the presidency. See WIIliam B.

Pi ckett, Eisenhower Decides to Run: Presidential Politics and

Cold War Strategy (Chicago: lIvan R Dee, 2000), pp. XiV-XV.

Pi ckett al so docunents Ei senhower’s cl ose association with

vari ous projects sponsored by the Council on Foreign Relations.

See pp. 29, 55, 166. Pickett’s research included interviews with

men, still living, who were key figures in the Ei senhower

foreign policy apparatus. “General Andrew J. Goodpaster,

Ei senhower’ s White House staff secretary, adviser on

international and security affairs, and | ater hinself Suprene

Al l i ed Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty Organizati on,

allowed an interview, read the manuscript, offered suggestions

for inprovenent, and supported . . . efforts to find a

publ i sher. Abbott Washburn, deputy director of the USIA during

t he Ei senhower presidency and a participant in the 1952

canpai gn, al so provided hel pful context.” See p. x. Goodpaster

and Washburn are nenbers of the Council on Foreign Rel ations.

See Wio’'s Who in Anerica, 2000, s.v. “Goodpaster, Andrew

Jackson, retired arny officer;” s.v. “Washburn, Abbott

McConnel |, government official.” According to M chael Beschl oss,

Andr ew Goodpaster “perforned nost of the functions later filled




Ford's instincts proved correct. Change, however, was only
superficial. Under the GOP banner Ei senhower cenented into
pl ace the internationalist post-Wrld War |1 foreign policy of
t he Roosevelt and Truman Adm nistrations. Ford, by com ng down
on the side of Ei senhower, had a hand in maintaining foreign
policy that, with only m nor changes in style and tone, stood
for four decades.

For Gerald Ford and the internationalist Republican |eft
w ng, the GOP | abel was the perfect cover for one of American
hi story’s nost cynical political nmanipulations. Eisenhower’s
nom nation, paired with that of his Denocratic rival, Adlai E
St evenson, governor of Illinois, placed the Establishnent in a
no-lose situation. One nonth before the 1952 el ecti on,
prom nent Denocrat and future JFK foreign policy adviser
McGeor ge Bundy reveal ed the backstage effort to place
internationalists at the top of both major party tickets.

Bundy's forum was the Cctober 1952 issue of Foreign Affairs, the

flagship publication of the Council on Foreign Relations. His
article reads |ike a canpaign tract or secondi ng speech for both

Ei senhower and Stevenson.

by [ McGeorge] Bundy, [Walt W] Rostow, [Henry] Kissinger, and
Zbi gni ew Brzezinski, all of whomheld the title of Assistant to
the President for National Security Affairs.” See Beschl oss, The
Crisis Years: Kennedy and Khruschcev 1960-1963 (New York:

Har perCol I i ns, 1991), p. 249.




In a nonent of bol d-faced candor, Bundy |aid out the
Establ i shnent position on Ike's nomi nation. *“The fundanental
meani ng of the Ei senhower candi dacy can best be understood by
considering the nature of the forces he was drafted to stop -—-
for fundanentally he was the stop-Taft candidate.” Bundy saw
that “the main objects in stopping Taft were two -— first, to
prevent the nom nation of a |oser; and second, to avoid
selecting as the party | eader a nan of isolationist or neo-

i sol ationi st background.” Bundy poi nted out that the Novenber

el ection was a nere formality. The nom nating conventions were
the real center of action. That year, both the Denocratic and
Republ i can parties held their conventions in Chicago. “For the
student of foreign affairs, the nost inportant part of the
canpai gn of 1952 ended in Chicago in July. The choice which
remai ns [ between Stevenson and Ei senhower] is as nothing
conpared to the nom nating conventions. . . . Watever mght be
honestly believed by partisans of Senators [Estes] Kefauver

[ Stevenson’s closest rival] and Taft, it was agreed by

uncomm tted observers that the two [eventual] nom nees were the
strongest candi dates their respective parties could have found,
and in each case a significant part of this strength was rel ated
to foreign policy. . . . To nen of sober opinion this result was

deeply satisfying; even earnest partisans were able to agree



that both parties had chosen with distinction. Only the
heartiest haters were di sappointed. "%

To McGeorge Bundy the primary object of Anmerican politics
was the struggle for the presidency, and control of foreign
policy. Wthin this mndset there were but two sides -- an
enlightened internationalist elite and a beni ghted general
public. It mattered little that candi dates |i ke Robert Taft
enj oyed wi despread public support prior to Ei senhower’s entering
the 1952 canpaign. “A wi se and experienced Anerican,” Bundy
wrote, “has remarked that all our foreign policy in recent years
has turned around a series of strenuous efforts to get public
and Congressional support for actions that were plainly and

urgently necessary. [This wi se and experienced Anerican]

exaggerates, but not by much. . . . Foreign Affairs is now

thirty years old, and its life span is punctuated by issues in
which, to put it very bluntly, the wi se and well-infornmed have
been nostly on one side, and the historic [isolationist]

tradition of Anerica on the other.”?'®°

158\t Geor ge Bundy, “Novenber 1952: The |nperatives of
Foreign Policy,” Foreign Affairs, QOctober 1952, pp. 1-2.

159 bhid., p. 11. In 1952 MGeorge Bundy was Associ ate
Prof essor of Governnment at Harvard University. In this CFR
mani festo he restated the basic foreign policy framework of
contai nnment and col |l ective security. Here Bundy listed three
national inperatives. “First, the United States is required by



its own principles and purposes to act in opposition to and
restraint of the aggressive and hostile pressures of the Soviet
Uni on. Second, this and other actions in world politics nmust be
taken with a decent respect to the opinions of others, and with
an understandi ng of the inportance of independent friends.
Third, the great I[imtation on all policy is that a third world
war woul d be a catastrophe of a new order of nagnitude, and

per haps nost of all for the United States. In short, the United
States nmust act with friends and agai nst enem es, for freedom
and peace.” See p.3. Bundy, though a Denocrat, displayed a clear
bi as toward Ei senhower. He noted that “there is anbng us a very
considerable feeling that it would be worth it to try changi ng

the guard in Washington.” Still, he saw both Stevenson and

Ei senhower as capabl e of defending the Establishnent’s post-
Wrld War |1 status quo. “The two nomnees . . . are known as
supporters of the basic outlines of the Anmerican foreign policy
devel oped since 1947 . . . [and] both, in different ways, have
been spared the necessity to defend or attack this policy in any
partisan or inflexible spirit. . . . The last twelve years have
seen a revolution in Arerican foreign policy, but no revolution
is ever safely conplete until its work is carried on by nen not

in the imediate circle of those who made it; and the |onger it
is led by a small or |limted group, the greater its fragility.
Cl ose as they have been to the making of foreign policy, both
Governor Stevenson and General Ei senhower still give the prom se
of the kind of new | eadership that consolidates . . . by the
very act of taking power. If this prom se should be fulfilled,
then i ndeed we coul d assess this year [1952] as one in which

hi storical inperatives were properly obeyed.” For Bundy,
donmestic politics were not inportant. Both Stevenson and

Ei senhower nmai ntained the “conviction that the central task of
the next President, dwarfing the matters noisily discussed in
canpai gn argunent, nust be to try to work for freedom and peace
in the world.” See p. 6. “Seldom have two rival Anericans nore
conspi cuously enbodi ed that conbi nati on of practical sagacity
and deep noral authority which is central to our [Establishnment]
tradition. Nothing in their equipnment is nore inportant for the

future of American foreign policy. . . . W may take pride and
confort fromthe great and evident fact that the next American
President, barring accident, will be a nman who fully understands

that national ideals and political realities have their deepest
meani ng when taken together.” See p. 11. In 1952 Dw ght D.

Ei senhower served on the Editorial Advisory Board for Foreign
Affairs. Also listed on the nasthead of the Cctober 1952 issue
was future Warren Comm ssioner Allen W Dull es.



The el evation of Dwi ght D. Ei senhower to the presidency was
one of the pivotal events of nodern Anerican history, and Gerald
Ford was present at the creation. As such, Ford could
definitely count hinself anong the “wi se and well infornmed.”
Over the years he renmi ned a staunch nenber of a GOP elite that
sought to maintain the post-Wrld War Il internationalist status

quo regardl ess of traditional party |abel. '

180\wWhil e the Ei senhower/ Taft episode is nore widely known,
it appears that the “wise and well-infornmed” also influenced the
1952 Denocratic nom nation. Tennessee Senator Estes Kefauver was
the clear front-runner when the Denocrats convened in Chicago,
but Illinois governor Adlai Stevenson wal ked away the w nner.
Estes Kefauver, however, never had a reputation as an
i sol ationist. Kefauver was born in Mdisonville, Tennessee in
1903. He earned his B.A at the University of Tennessee in 1924.
He taught school in Hot Springs, Arkansas before |eaving for
Yal e Law School where he conpleted his LL.B. in 1927. He
returned to his native state to practice |law in Chattanooga and
“soon becane a successful corporate and banking | awer.” He al so
entered politics and “enmerged as a | eader of a novenent to
reformgovernment in Ham|lton County.” Kefauver won a seat in
Congress during a special election in 1939 in which he
canpai gned as a New Deal Denocrat. He won election to the U S
Senate in 1948 after a bitter fight with the state Denocratic
machi ne. In the Senate, Kefauver initiated a very public crusade
agai nst organi zed crinme. Here he “seized the linelight as
chairman of a special commttee. . . . By 1951 the Kefauver
Conmi ttee’ s exhaustive investigations and adept use of
tel evi sion coverage had made the public sensitive to the dangers
of organi zed crinme, spurred prosecutions, and nade Kefauver a
national figure.” See Dictionary of American Biography
Suppl ement 7, s.v. “Kefauver, (Carey) Estes (July 26, 1903 -
Aug. 10, 1963), lawer and U S. Senator.” In foreign policy,
Kef auver devel oped a solid Establishnment-friendly resune. “In
1949 he introduced in the Senate a resolution calling on the
president to invite the North Atlantic Treaty nations to a




conference on federal union.” See National Cycl opedia of

Aneri can Bi ography, Volune H £ s.v. “Kefauver, [Carey] Estes,

U.S. senator.” That sane year Kefauver naintained that “the two-
thirds requirenment for Senatorial treaty ratification” was one
of “the chief obstacles to effective denocratic legislation.” He
t herefore proposed a Constitutional amendnent “to end the
exclusive right of the Senate to ratify treaties.” See Current

Bi ogr aphy Yearbook, 1949, s.v. “Kefauver, (Carey) Estes July
26, 1903 — United States Senator from Tennessee; |awer.”

Kef auver was “known as an internationalist and a student of
foreign affairs” who “travel ed widely, including to comruni st -
dom nated Eastern Europe.” In addition to his US/ NATO f eder al

uni on proposal, Kefauver called for “an Atlantic Congress of

| eading citizens of NATO countries, which was held in London,
Engl and, in June 1959.” Kefauver was also a delegate to, an
“active for years in,” the Interparlianmentary Union, “an

or gani zati on conposed of nenbers of parlianments of the so-called
free-world nations.” According to his NCAB wite-up Kefauver was
t he second Anerican honored by the Interparlianentary Union.
“The first was Franklin D. Roosevelt.” See NCAB, Vol une 52, s.v.
“Kefauver, [Carey] Estes, U S. Senator.” In 1952 Kefauver
announced hi s candi dacy for the Denocratic nom nation and

“al though he | acked a | arge canpaign fund and significant

organi zati onal support, he effectively contested al nost all of
the Denocratic primary elections. The result was that before the
Denocratic National Convention net, he had the |argest nunber of
commtted del egates and was the nost popul ar Denocrat in the
public opinion polls. The nom nation was not to be his,
however.” See DAB, Supplenment 7. None of Kefauver’'s readily
avai | abl e bi ographi cal sources |ist CFR nenbership. Like Robert
A. Taft, Estes Kefauver saw his nom nation taken away by a
candidate that did not publicly seek the nom nation. Adl ai

St evenson was a M dwesterner with an excell ent background of his
own. Hi s maternal great-grandfather, Jesse Fell, was a friend
and supporter of Abraham Lincoln. Stevenson s grandfather and
nanmesake was vice-president in the second Adm nistration of
Grover Cleveland. Born in Los Angeles in 1900 but raised in

Bl oom ngton, Illinois, Stevenson attended the Choate School in
Connecticut and finished his Princeton B.A in 1922. He entered
Harvard Law School but |left after his second year. He conpl et ed
his J.D. degree at Chicago’'s Northwestern University in 1926. In
true Establishment fashion, Stevenson alternated the practice of
corporate law with periods of public service. H's first
government job was with the New Deal Agricultural Adjustnent
Agency in 1933. In the two decades prior to 1952, Stevenson




practiced | aw, hobnobbed with the |iberal academc elite at the
Uni versity of Chicago, and served as key |egal counsel and
admnistrator in the early years of the UN. During Wrld War ||
St evenson served as general counsel to Navy Secretary Frank
Knox, a Republican and fornmer acolyte to Theodore Roosevelt.
During the 1940s Stevenson “worked closely with nany of the
peopl e who influenced United States policy in the i medi ate
postwar years, including, Janes F. Byrnes, Senator [Arthur]
Vandenberg, Robert A. Lovett, John J. MO oy, Dean G Acheson
and El eanor Roosevelt.” Stevenson was el ected governor of
I[1linois in 1948. Over the years he “devel oped a reputation for
i nformal and el oquent speeches.” As governor, he “was a skillful
politician, respectful of the uses of the craft.” See DAB

Suppl enent 7, s.v. “Stevenson, Adlai Ewing, Il (Feb. 5, 1900 -
July 14, 1965), politician and governnment official.” Estes

Kef auver took the traditional route to the 1952 Denocratic

nom nati on. He announced his candi dacy early-on and travel ed
extensively. He made dozens of personal appearances and gave
numer ous speeches. Adl ai Stevenson took another route -- he
repeatedly denied interest in the nom nation and declined to
canpaign. In early 1952 President Truman sunmoned Stevenson to a
t wo- hour private conference in Washi ngton and the Chi cagoan
energed as a prominent figure within the Denocratic Party. “TIME
featured himin a cover story [on 28 January 1952] and a tide of
party and private specul ati on on Stevenson’ s possi bl e candi dacy
swept the nation [though] Stevenson hinself had al ready agreed
to seek a second termas Governor of Illinois.” In April 1952

St evenson issued two statenents reiterating his desire to remain
inlllinois. Yet, “despite these disavowal s, Stevenson was

nom nated on the third ballot . . . in one of the few genuine
drafts in American political history.” See CBY, 1961, s.v.
“Stevenson, Adlai E(wing) Feb. 5, 1900 — United States
Representative to the United Nations; political |eader.” The
TIME article was exceedingly conplinentary and featured
Stevenson’s portrait on the cover. In an ironic reference to
Canel ot, the article described his Illinois political career as
“Sir Gal ahad” against “the pols.” See TIM, 28 January 1952, p.
16. Stevenson was a director of the Chicago Council on Foreign
Rel ati ons. See NCAB, Vol une 53, s.v. “Stevenson, Adlai Ew ng,
statesman.” Adlai Stevenson was part of an internationali st
network with nunmerous ties to the MO oy anbit. In 1952 the

ubi qui tous John J. McCl oy was a key figure in both the
Republ i can and Denocratic canps. After Ei senhower’s victory,
McCl oy becane known as lke's “Wse Man.” In 1960 Stevenson was a
candi date for secretary of state in the incom ng Kennedy




Adm ni stration. Instead, JFK appointed himto head the Anmerican
del egation to the United Nations. According to Kai Bird, Md oy,
t hough a Republican, “actually had a better relationship with
the |iberal Denocrat than did Kennedy. [MC oy] had known

St evenson ever since the Illinois |awer had worked in the Navy
Departnent during the [ Second World] War. He enjoyed Stevenson’s
wit and genuinely respected his political views. Stevenson

hi msel f so adm red McCl oy that during the 1952 presidentia
canpai gn he told George Ball that his [Stevenson’s] only

candi date for the job of secretary of state was M oy. .
There was a genuine warnth and respect shared between them even
as they took opposite sides [sic] in a policy debate.” See Bird,
The Chairman, pp. 502-503. Here Bird cites Stevenson biographer
John Bartlow Martin who described McCloy in passing as “a
Republ i can who hel ped nol d the tough-m nded col d-war Eur opeani st
Eastern establishment school of thought.” See Martin, Adlai
Stevenson and the Wirld: The Life of Adlai Stevenson (Garden
City, NY.: Doubleday & Conpany, Inc., 1977), p. 24. Martin

mai ntai ns that the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations was “the
ol d group where [Stevenson] had started,” his “old hone base.”
See pp. 445, 762. Martin was one of Stevenson's speechwiters in
the 1952 canpai gn. He canpaigned for JFK in 1960 and | ater
served as anmbassador to t he Dom nican Republic from 1962-1964.
Martin served as a camnpaign staffer for, successively, Lyndon
Johnson, Robert F. Kennedy, and Hubert Hunphrey. Martin served
as professor of journalismat Northwestern University from 1970
until his death in 1987. See WAMM, Volunme 9, “Mrtin, John

Bartl ow, author.” One obituary states that Martin descri bed

hi msel f as being “ultraliberal.” See Contenporary Authors

Vol une 121, s.v. “Martin, John Bartlow 1915 — 1987.” Stevenson’'s
nom nation is all the nore surprising given Chicago’s
traditional reputation as the “citadel of isolationism” In the
1930s Stevenson used the Chicago Council on Foreign Relations as
a bully pulpit to publicize the pro-war nessage anong M dwestern
“provincials.” See Herbert J. MIler, Adlai Stevenson: A Study
in Values (New York: Harper & Row, 1967), pp. 42-43. |In 1940

St evenson joi ned Kansas editor Wlliam Al len Wite in the
Commttee to Defend Anerica by Aiding the Allies. Stevenson “was
a natural choice — an internationalist, fornmer president of the
[ Chi cago] Council on Foreign Relations, prom nent socially with
access to large contributors, and known as a speaker, organizer,
and master of cerenonies.” See Martin, Adlai Stevenson of
IIlinois: The Life of Adlai Stevenson (Garden City, N.Y.:

Doubl eday & Conmpany, Inc., 1976), pp. 164-165. John J. MC oy
was al so a nenber of the CDAAA, which Kai Bird described as “an




By 1952 CGerald Ford had found his place within the postwar
mlieu. He was a career politician who now maintai ned two
distinct entities. The public Gerald Ford was the conservative
M dwesterner, a veteran of the House, and respectabl e proponent
of bipartisanship. The private CGerald Ford was the well -
connected political insider who, in the E senhower years, would
devel op nunerous associations within the American intelligence

apparatus, including a close relationship with future Warren

avowedl y pro-war propaganda group.” The CDAAA was part of an
informal network that included such simlar outfits as the
Century Group. Both organizations served “to proselytize the
country for a comng war” as “counterweight to the isolationist
rhetoric of the America First Organization.” See Bird, The

Chai rman, p. 109. The Century Goup was |laced with McC oy’s CFR
cronies and “included the nost ardent interventionists anong New
York’ s business elite.” See |saacson and Thomas, The Wse Mn,

p. 185. One of Stevenson’s associates at the Chicago Council on
Foreign Rel ati ons was Stephen Y. Hord. See Martin, Adlai

St evenson of Illinois, p 97. Hord was a banker who finished his
Yale B.A in 1921. A Skull and Bones man, Hord | ater joined
Brown Brothers Harriman, the banking firm headed by Wse Mn
Averel|l Harriman. See WMW, 1964-1965, s.v. “Hord, Stephen Y.,
banki ng and adv. service.” MC oy’'s connections within the
Denocratic canp included Sanmuel K. C. Kopper, Stevenson's foreign
policy advisor during the 1952 canpai gn. Kopper spent severa
years in the State Departnent’s Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs.
In 1953 he was enpl oyed by the Arabian Anerican O 1| Conpany
(ARAMCO) as a “political adviser and troubl eshooter.” At the
time MO oy was chai rman of the Chase Manhattan Bank, then the
hol der of bank deposits for ARAMCO and the Saudi royal famly.
See Bird, The Chairman, pp. 441-442. Kopper was a Princeton man,
B.A 1937, with an LL.B. fromthe University of Virginia, 1940.
When Kopper left the State Departnent in 1952, he signed on as
deputy publicity director, National Volunteers for Stevenson.
Kopper was a nenber of the Council on Foreign Relations. See Wo
Was Who in Anerica, Volune 3, s.v. “Kopper, Sanuel Keene

Cl aggett, |awer.”




Commi ssioner Allen W Dulles. Ford spent the 1950s solidifying
his position and by the time JFK took office in 1961 Ford was,
hinmself, a full-fledged nenber of a worldwide elite with
menbership in several select organizations. GCerald R Ford,
Republ i can from M chi gan, becane an active supporter of the
foreign policy of John F. Kennedy’'s Denobcratic Adm nistration.
Utimately, it was this steadfast commtnent to the bipartisan
Establ i shnment |ine that | anded Ford on the Warren Conmi ssi on.

As stated above, this study of the Warren Conm ssion is an
exam nation of readily available materials. GCerald Ford s life
story is easily accessed through his own autobi ography and
Jerald F. terHorst's biography. As reference sources, these two
vol unes are invaluable. What better way to relate Ford's
experiences than through his owmn words? Simlarly, terHorst is
no ordi nary bi ographer. He was Ford s contenporary in the early
days in Mchigan and | ater served, albeit briefly, as Ford’ s
White House Press Secretary. Ford and terHorst, though, tend to
focus on the relatively nundane affairs of Congressional
politics. They perpetuate the nyth that Gerald Ford was nerely
a “man of the House” and downplay the M chigan Congressnman’s
elite status, acute political skill, and burgeoning
Est abl i shnent connecti ons.

It is clear that Gerald Ford had nuch wi der horizons, as

his activities in the 1950s will attest. It was during the



Ei senhower interlude that Ford received the conmttee assignnent
that would bring himinto close contact with fellow future
Warren Conm ssioner Allen W Dulles. Ford expanded his al ready
i npressive list of associations when he and Ri chard N xon
organi zed junior nenbers of the House into a political caucus
known as the Chowder and Marching Club. Wth this group Ford
di spl ayed evi dence of political nuscle extraordinary for a man
of his relative youth. Fromthis beginning, Ford devel oped a
vast network of political contacts that eventually propelled him
onto the Warren Conmission and, later, into the Wite House.
When the 83'% Congress net in 1953, Ford's mentor, John
Taber of New York, becane chairman of the House Appropriations
Conm ttee. Taber placed Ford in charge of Arnmy affairs on the

! Ford quickly established a reputation

Def ense Subcormmi ttee.®
as an expert on the budgetary matters of the Departnent of

Def ense as he forsook the gl anour of House floor debate for the
qui et drudgery of the commttee room This reputation would
stand himin good stead several years |ater when a seat opened
up on the Appropriations subconmttee that oversaw the budget
for the Central Intelligence Agency.

For Gerald Ford and his GOP internationalist associ ates,

t he euphoria over lke' s election proved to be short lived. In

®lFord, A Tine to Heal, p. 70.




1952 they foresaw a “nodern Republican” epoch. Wrld tensions
continued to nount, however, and traditional GOP “isolationists”
fought to bl ock the Ei senhower agenda. According to terHorst,
“Ford expected that the Ei senhower Admi nistration would usher in
an era of donestic tranquility and international stability.
That hope was only partially realized.” The war in Korea ended
in 1953, but several other events “kept WAshi ngton on edge,”
including the death of Stalin and the resultant Krem in power
struggle, the Soviet repression of an East Gernman uprising, and
the fall of French forces at Dien Bien Phu. In addition, Ford
was di smayed to see that “harnonious relations . . . failed to
develop within the U S Senate, where ol d-fashi oned Republican
conservatives insisted on battling the Republican president

[and] the foreign policies of Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles.” Ford and “his fell ow House Republicans occupi ed
sideline seats during the fights between the Wite House and the
Republ i can isolationist bloc in the Senate.”'%?

Ford, a political genius in the naking, made the nost of

this difficult situation. He |abored endlessly at commttee
wor k and made friends across the political spectrum As a rule,

he shunned publicity and avoi ded taking a hard stand on any of

182TeHorst, Gerald R. Ford, pp. 66-67.




the pressing issues of the day. Ford devel oped a pragnatic
phi | osophy that pleased his M chigan constituency, hel ped him
mai ntain his position within the Establishnment, and was the
basis of his vaunted bipartisanship in |later decades. According
to terHorst, “Ford decided his political stance was just about
right — in the mddle of the party.” Wen pressed, Ford al ways
decl ared that he was “a noderate in donestic affairs, an
internationalist in foreign affairs, and a conservative in
fiscal policy. . . . It sounded explicit, but it had the virtue
[sic] of being sufficiently ambi guous to give Ford all the
| eeway he needed on any issue.”®®

In 1954 Gerald Ford passed a significant mlestone in the
life of the career politician -— permanent residence in
Washington. “Wth his . . . re-election to a fourth consecutive
term another easy victory in western M chigan, Ford had reached
a point of noreturn.” H's seat in Mchigan was so safe that he
and Betty saw no pressing need to keep a hone in G and Rapids.
Accordingly, they built a “nodest split-1level house” in
Al exandria, Virginia. Like his House counterpart Hal e Boggs,

Ford was now “conmitted to life on the Potonac.”%*

131 bhid., p.67.

184 bid., p. 68.



Wth his own re-election in Mchigan a foregone concl usi on,
Ford hit the canpaign trail on behalf of GOP candi dates
nati onwi de. He assuned a grueling schedul e of appearances and
speeches, racked up untold political capital, and bol stered “his
reputation for honesty and candor.” Ford noved in ever-w der
circles “beyond the confines of the Fifth District and he was a
wel cone figure at fund-raising dinners and Republican
rallies.”?® Despite the toll on his famly life, Ford pursued
this political reginen without letup until his nomnation to the
Vi ce-presidency in 1973.

Ford, of course, kept his seat in the 1956 el ecti on.
Dwi ght Ei senhower won a second term but the Congressional
majority returned to the Denocrats. Gerald Ford would never
again serve in a GOP-controll ed House of Representatives.
Sadly, for Ford, the Republican Party continued to | ose ground
to the Denocrats as the 1950s wore on. As a result, he faced
dwi ndl i ng odds of ever becom ng Speaker of the House during a
period of Denocratic Party ascendancy. For the bipartisan-
m nded Ford, however, this circunstance did not hinder his
further political advancenent.

Ford' s efficient constituent-service and re-election

machine left himwth plenty of tine to devote to the 1956

185 pid., p. 69.



presidential election. That year, he played a crucial behind-
the-scenes role in the political life of Richard N xon. In
defiance of the internationalist left wing of the GOP, Ford
backed the vice-president during the so-called “Dunp N xon”
canpai gn. Ford and ot her nmenbers of the Chowder and Marchi ng
Club sent a telegram of opposition to Harold E. Stassen, | eader
of the “Dunp N xon” effort. At the tinme, Stassen was a stalwart
menber of the internationalist elite and was | ke’s cabi net -1 evel
speci al assistant for disarmanent matters. Ford and his
associ at es made phone calls and sent telegrans to Republican
Party | eaders across the nation. Despite Eisenhower’s tacit
approval of Stassen’s efforts, and a well-orchestrated nati onal
publicity canpaign, Ford s group prevailed. N xon renmained on

the 1956 GOP ticket as vice-president. '

8¢ hid., pp. 69-70. The “Dunp Ni xon” canpaign surfaced, in
part, because of Ei senhower’s health problens. According to Kai
Bird, the New York Tines nentioned John J. McCloy in a list of
“dar k-horse” candi dates for the 1956 nom nation, should Ike
choose not to run. Once it becane clear that |ke would indeed
run, MO oy and Stassen organi zed the “Dunp N xon” novenent for
fear that their “side door influence wth the Wite House” woul d
be lost if N xon should succeed Ei senhower. MC oy “fiercely
di sclaimed” his role as a nenber of Ei senhower’s *“unofficial
cabi net” and descri bed press accounts his role in the “Dunp
Ni xon” affair as “vicious msstatenent.” Bird also |inks MC oy
crony and future JFK advi sor General Lucius Clay to the “Dunp
Ni xon” effort. See Bird, The Chairman, p. 447. Harold Stassen is
best known for his quixotic efforts to win the Republican
nom nation for president. He formally announced his candi dacy in
every el ection, save 1980, between 1948 and 1988. At his death




The “Dunp Nixon” affair is yet another in a string of
audaci ous, yet overlooked, political noves on the part of Gerald
Ford. In this episode, Ford not only generated incal cul able

good will in his relationship with R chard N xon, he al so sided

in 2001, at age 93, the New York Tines stated that his
transformation into “a standard political joke” belied his
status as a “well-paid -— and sone said brilliant —-
international |lawer.” Stassen was born in M nnesota and began
the practice of law after receiving his LL.B. fromthe

Uni versity of Mnnesota in 1929. Stassen entered politics and
was el ected governor of Mnnesota in 1937. In 1948 Stassen was a
serious candidate for the GOP nom nation, |osing eventually to
Thomas E. Dewey. In 1952 he threw his support to Ei senhower.

“M. Stassen becane a trusted friend of M. Ei senhower’s and
served in his adm nistration for five years.” Stassen served as
aide to Admral WIIliamHal sey during World War |1 and was | ater
a nenber of the original U S. delegation to the 1945 San

Franci sco conference that established the United Nations. As
such, he signed the UN Charter. “Throughout his career he was to
cultivate a reputation as a noderate, internationali st
Republ i can” who was “sorrowful about the GOP's shift to the
right, but never tenpted to switch.” See Harold E. Stassen
obituary, New York Tines, 5 March 2001. A 1948 bi ography

descri bed Stassen as “an unequi vocally |iberal Republican.”

St assen delivered the keynote address at the 1940 Republi can
Nat i onal Convention. In 1948 he entered Republican primaries
agai nst Robert A Taft in order “to test the differences between
themon foreign and donestic policies.” Stassen’s foreign policy
views were described as “W/I sonian international cooperation,
instead of . . . isolation.” In July 1948, with no background in
acadeni cs, Stassen was naned president of the University of
Pennsyl vani a. See Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1948, s.v.
“Stassen, Harold E(dward) April 13, 1907 — University
president; political |eader; lawer.” In the end, Stassen failed
to renove N xon fromthe 1956 GOP ticket. In a spectacul ar case
of political crow-eating, Stassen, “in the nane of party
harnmony,” formally seconded Ni xon’s nom nation before the 1956
convention. See Earl Mazo, Richard N xon: A Political and
Personal Portrait (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1959), pp. 183-
184.




with the winner in a political fight that included such
Establ i shnent types as Christian A Herter, the proposed vice-
presidential replacenent. This was serious business. According
to journalist WIlliamA. Costello, “Stassen belonged to the
Eastern internationalist wing of the party which had won at
every Republican National Convention since 1940. . . . It was
this wng that had produced Ei senhower, but sone of its |eaders
doubt ed whether in ternms of basic political doctrine N xon could
be relied on to hold fast to the canons of Ei senhower
Republicanism” This group feared “N xon had too nmarked a

t endency to nove toward the Republican right.”?’

Throughout the “Dunp Ni xon” episode, Ford kept a | ow
profile. He assiduously avoided publicity and | ater “maintained
that he did nothing unusual to help his friend, and deserved no
special credit.” Afterward, “Ni xon's gratitude was expressed in

al nrost overwhelmng terns,” including “several effusive phone

cal | s” and four personal notes.®®

187\W1liam A. Costello, The Facts About Nixon: An
Unaut hori zed Bi ography (New York: The Viking Press, 1960), p.
152. Costello was a nenber of the Council on Foreign Relations.
See Contenporary Authors, Volunmes 1-4, s.v. “Costello, WIIliam
Al oysious 1904 - .”

168t ey Horst, Gerald R Ford, p. 70. According to James
Cannon, “Chowder and Marching was Ford s first alliance in
Washi ngton.” The club was a key network of |ike-m nded
Republicans relatively new to the House of Representatives. The
group originated in the 81%" Congress, when Gerald Ford, Richard




Ni xon, and fourteen other Republicans, nostly World War 1|1

vet erans, canme together to block a Denocratic-sponsored pension
for all veterans, regardless of conbat status. They defeated the
pension and, realizing their newly found political clout,

remai ned together as a pernanent organization. See Cannon, Tine
and Chance, p. 54. Charter nenbers of the group included
Representatives fromthe Wst Coast, the Mdwest, and New

Engl and. They are listed in Costello, The Facts About Ni xon, p.
180n. These Congressnmen were typical of the post-Wrld War 11
GOP. Like Ford, they were keenly interested in rising through

t he House hierarchy and were primarily focused on status, not

i deol ogy. If they expressed any criticismat all, they were
content to nip at the fringes of the welfare-warfare state and
did not constitute a serious challenge to the Establishnment
status quo. Three of Ford s Chowder and Marching C ub cohorts
signed the 1952 |etter to Ei senhower — C aude Bakewell, Norris
Cotton, and Thruston B. Mdrton. Four others had careers
significant enough to rate Current Bi ography Yearbook wite-ups.
John Byrnes of Wsconsin “consistently supported aid to needy
nations, but . . . often differed with the [Ei senhower]
Admi ni stration on the size of appropriations,” as opposed to the
el i mnation of governnment progranms. See CBY, 1960, s.v. “Byrnes,
John Willianm) June 12, 1913 — United States Representative from
W sconsin.” Byrnes served as House Republican Policy Conmittee
Chai rman from 1959-1965. See John W Byrnes obituary, CBY, 1985.
Kennet h Keating of New York was a veteran of both Wrld Wars.
First elected to the House in 1946, “Keating s voting record on
foreign i ssues shows general support for foreign aid. . . . In
voting on donestic affairs, Keating . . . frequently supported

t he Republican drive for econony.” He voted against efforts to
gi ve President Truman “sweeping authority to put the hone front
on ready-for-war footing.” He al so supported the Bricker
Amendnment and denounced “all government subsidies” as “badges of
statism” See CBY, 1950, s.v. “Keating, Kenneth B(arnard) My
18, 1900 — United States Representative from New York.” Keating
went on to serve as Anbassador to Israel during the N xon and
Ford Adm nistrations. See Kenneth B. Keating obituary, CBY,

1975. John Davis Lodge, the sole true blue-Dblood of the group,
was the brother of GOP stalwart Henry Cabot Lodge. As a boy he
was educated in England and France. He attended the M ddl esex
School in Concord, Massachusetts and entered Harvard. There he
earned his B.A in 1925 and his LL.B. in 1929. From 1929 to 1931
Lodge was an associate at Cravath, DeGersdorff, Swain & Wod.
During this same period, John J. McC oy was nanager of Cravath’s
offices in Paris and M| an. Lodge left the Cravath firmin 1931




and, urged on by his wife, an Italian singer, pursued an acting
career. He subsequently appeared on Broadway and i n nunerous
feature filnms. Lodge spent the |ate 1930s making novies in

Engl and, France, and Italy. Upon the outbreak of World War 11

He returned to the U.S. to accept a Navy comm ssion. He served
as liaison to the French Fleet during the Allied | andi ngs at
Sicily, Salerno, and Toul on. Lodge won el ection to the House of
Representatives in 1946 and entered with the Republican-

domi nat ed 80'" Congress. As Congressman, Lodge spent npost of his
time pursuing an internationalist agenda. He traveled widely in
Eur ope “advocating both interimand |ong-termaid for non-
Conmmuni st Europe.” He also fought efforts to reduce
appropriations for foreign relief. See CBY, 1948, s.v. “Lodge,
John Davis Cct. 20, 1903 — United States Representative from
Connecticut; |awer.” Lodge was governor of Connecticut from
1950- 1954 and | ater served as anbassador under the Ei senhower,
Ni xon, Ford, and Reagan Adm ni strations. See John Davis Lodge
obituary, New York Tines, 30 COctober 1985. Lodge |left an
extensi ve Who Was Who wite-up which listed nyriad occupati ons,
honors, awards, and club nenberships. Though this wite-up
contai ned no clear indication that he had worked in the
intelligence field, it |listed Lodge as a nenber of the

Associ ation of Forner Intelligence Oficers. See Wo Was Who in
Anerica, Volune 9, s.v. “Lodge, John Davis, anbassador, |awyer,
congressman, governor.” Charles E. Potter of M chigan entered

t he House by special election in 1947. Potter finished his B. A
at Mchigan State in 1938 and was enpl oyed as a soci al worker
until 1942 when he enlisted in the U S. Arny. Potter saw conbat
action in France and received wounds that required anputation of
both | egs. Upon discharge in 1946, Potter worked as a vocati onal
rehabilitation representative for the U S. Departnent of Labor.
He resigned in 1947 to run for a vacant seat in Mchigan' s

El eventh District. In 1952 Potter was elected to the U S. Senate
seat left open by the death of Arthur Vandenberg. During his
Senate tenure Potter helped direct the Arny-MCarthy Hearings in
1954. Afterward, he “expressed the hope that the American people
woul d not get the idea that the governnment was overrun by

di sl oyal people.” See CBY, 1954, s.v. “Potter, Charles E(dward)
OCct. 30, 1916 — United States Senator from M chigan.” The

remai ning charter nmenbers of the Chowder and Marching C ub
represented the heart of the postwar GOP, but left no readily
avail abl e record of any specific political philosophy. They had
in common the follow ng: college education, |aw school, active
duty mlitary service, and election to Congress. Al were
“joiners” in the classic sense, claimng nmenbership in nunmerous




Despite an outward appearance of frivolity that included
striped aprons and silly chef’s hats, the Chowder and Marching
Cl ub was a serious organization. |In its heyday, the group net
each Wednesday for strategy conferences on House business.
Costell o saw the group as the perfect political organization.
“As a bloc, the youthful marchers were big enough to command a
degree of attention which would not have been accorded them as
i ndi viduals; at the sane tine they were not big enough to excite
hostility or reprisals.” The Chowder and Marching C ub was “a
smal | power nexus, which exerted its influence on |egislation
during the drafting stage in conmttee, where nost of the basic
deci si ons were made.”'®® The Chowder and Marching O ub had
additional significance for the career and public inage of
CGerald Ford. Since the group was a Republican organization, it
was considered to be on the conservative side of the political

spectrum Therefore, the club neatly underscores Ford’ s ability

fraternities, service clubs, bar associations, Msonic |odges,
veteran’ s organi zations, and the Benevol ent Protective O der of
El ks. See WM, 1956-1957, s.v. “Davis, @ enn R, congressman;”
s.v. “Jackson, Donald Lester, congressman;” s.v. “Nelson,
Char| es Penbroke, congressman.” WMW, 1962-1963, “Allen, John
Joseph, Jr., lawyer;” s.v. “Boggs, J. Caleb, senator.” WNWA

Vol une 4, “Norblad, Walter, congressman.” WWW Vol une 5,

“Lovre, Harold O, lawer.” O this renaining group, only Donald

L. Jackson was not a | awyer.

1®9cpstel | 0, The Facts About Nixon, pp. 180-181. The Chowder
and Marching Cub is pictured in Cannon, Tine and Chance.
IIlustrations follow p. 272.




to be largely identified as a political conservative while also
mai ntaining solid ties to the |liberal Eastern Establishnment w ng
of the GOP.

In the end, Cerald Ford s ganble with the Chowder and
Marching Club paid off handsonely. Richard N xon won the
presi dency in 1969 and appoi nted Ford vi ce-president upon the
resignation of Spiro Agnew in 1973. Harold Stassen, on the
ot her hand, never recovered politically. He was forced out of
t he Ei senhower Administration in 1958 and went on to becone a
nati onal | aughi ngstock with his quadrennial efforts to gain the
GOP nom nati on

CGerald Ford s personal political success would continue
t hrough the 1950s, but the Republican | osses to the Denocratic
Party began to take a toll. Ford began to grow weary of the
grinding routine of the House and even consi dered | eaving
politics to return to the practice of law. By 1957 he and Betty
had four children and “conpared to what sone of his attorney
friends were earning in private |law practice, Ford was bringing

home a thin rasher of bacon.”17°

The M chi gan Congressnman never
acted on this inpulse and remai ned in the House for nearly

twenty nore years, his ennui dispelled by his initiation into

17% erHorst, Gerald R Ford, p. 72.




yet another exclusive circle — the intelligence world of Allen
W Dull es.

Gerald Ford s official connection with Allen Dulles cane
sone ei ght years before the events of Deal ey Plaza. Between
1956 and 1961 Ford and Dulles nmaintained a close relationship in
a world of secret, off-the-record neetings during the period
when the spymaster was at the top of his ganme. TerHorst notes
this devel opnent but confines it to the context of Ford s House
career. Ford s “selection as a nenber of the elite group which
handl ed the secret budget of the Central Intelligence Agency”
was “indicative of his stature.” Beyond this, terHorst, and
Ford in his menoir, have little further corment. The Dulles
connection is central to CGerald Ford' s remarkable rise within
t he Establishnent and his eventual selection for the Warren
Conmi ssion. Ford s entrée into the realmof national security,
therefore, deserves further scrutiny. !’

In his 1994 biography of Gerald Ford, Janmes Cannon reveal ed
a true appreciation for the Mchigan congressman’s insider
resune. Wth the appointnent to the Appropriations Conmttee,
Ford “becane one of the nucleus of nenbers who [nade] up an in-

House elite.” In 1950 Ford found hinself in the group that

"1TerHorst, Gerald Ford, p. 72.




"172 Fromthis

“held the ultinmate power in any governnment: Money.
begi nning, Ford put in several years of diligent toil in House
commttee roons. Here he inpressed the |eadership with his work
ethic, his intellect, and his dedication to a bipartisan foreign
policy.

In the 1950s Ford continued to prove his genius as a
politician. He was the consunmate nodern Republican and never
veered fromthe internationalist position of the party’s |iberal
wing. Ford also maintained strong ties with the Denocrats that
hel d power during nost of his career and his assiduous courting
of favor anong them brought him nmenbershi p on additional
subconm ttees. Placed on the Defense Appropriations
Subcommittee in 1953 during a brief Republican interregnum Ford
grew to prom nence as his duties in this role consuned the
lion’s share of his tinme in the House. Here he solidified his
“reputation for hard work and steadi ness, and for being a nman

who kept his word.”!’3

In 1955 Ford s bipartisan efforts earned
hi m addi ti onal responsibilities in a House once again controll ed
by Denocrats. He traveled to Europe to inspect Anerican forces

and | ater received an appointnment to the subconmttee that

723ames Cannon, Time and Chance: Gerald Ford’ s Appoi nt ment
with Hstory (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1994), p. 59.

73] i d.



nmoni tored foreign aid. Over the years Ford becane adept at
grilling mlitary brass and representatives of the State
Departnent alike. Further, “for Ford, it was an opportunity to
find out nore about the conplex relationship among mlitary
spending, foreign aid, and U S. foreign policy.”'* Ford
excelled in this area and by 1956 had truly inpressed his
Denocratic coll eagues. To Texas Denocrat George Mahon, Ford was
a man of “cal mjudgenent and steady hand” who understood wel |
national security issues, including “the intricacies of nuclear
strategic capabilities.” Best of all, Ford “was never partisan
on defense.” According to Cannon, it because of these
attributes that Gerald Ford “was admtted to the inner tenple of
nati onal secrets,” the Intelligence Subconmittee.!”

Thi s subcomm ttee included John Taber and C arence Cannon.
Both of these nen were promnent in Congress and had hel ped Ford
in his advance through the House hierarchy. Also on the
subcomm ttee were two nen who naintai ned nuch | ower profiles,
Denocrat Harry Sheppard and Republican R chard B. W ggl esworth.
The subcommittee had no staff. The group net “in a renote part

of the House conplex,” Ford recalled. “Allen Dulles would bring

Y4 bid., p, 64.

1731 bid., pp. 64-65.



a few of his people in for five or so days every year and we

woul d hol d hearings on the Cl A budget and related intelligence
matters. No transcripts were made. None.” Ford inforned his
bi ographer that the subcommttee “had total access to all the

Cl A people . . . VWhatever they were going to do, we knew about

it.”176

178 pbid., p. 65. Harry Sheppard, a fourteen-term Denocr at
fromCalifornia, had no readily-di scernabl e Establishnent
connections. Before his election in 1936, Sheppard had a varied
career in law, mning, engineering, copper mning, and as an
official wth the Brotherhood of Railway Trai nmen. H s New York
Ti nes obituary portrayed himas a personal and budgetary
skinflint. I n Washi ngton, Sheppard “created a stir when he
deposited $250, 000, nostly in $100, $500, and $1000 bills, in
several savings and loan institutions.” On his role with the
Appropriations Commttee, Sheppard maintained that “there is
not hi ng sacred about a mlitary budget, and | amw lling to stay
here for nonths to find out if and where it can be trimed.” New
York Tines, 29 April 1969. Sheppard' s Wo's Wio wite-up
described himas the “dean of the California Congressiona
Del egation.” Who Was Who in Anerica, Volune 5, s.v. “Sheppard,
Harry R, congressman.” Richard Wggl esworth, on the other hand,
was a Boston Brahmin with a host of Establishnent bona fides,

i ncl uding early-career connections to John J. McC oy and Allen
Dulles. First elected in 1928, Wgglesworth spent thirty years
in the House. H's famly, prom nent in banking, the |law and
textile manufacturing, traced its roots to the original Puritan
m gration. Wgglesworth attended MIton Acadeny and Harvard,
where he was a football Al -Anerican. After receiving his B. A
in 1912, he served briefly in the Philippines as private
secretary to Governor-Ceneral, and Boston investnent banker, W
Cameron Forbes. Returning to the U S., Wgglesworth entered
Harvard Law School. He earned his LL.B. in 1916 and practiced

| aw in Boston before service in France as a field artillery
officer. After the war he went to work in the reparations field
as | egal adviser to the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

W ggl esworth spent the years 1924-1928 in Europe. H's first
post, 1924-1927, was in Berlin, where he served as assistant to
t he Agent - General of Reparations Paynents. From 1927-1928,




Wgglesworth was in Paris as general counsel for the Dawes Pl an.
I n Congress Wgglesworth was identified with nunmerous efforts to
reduce federal expenditures and was critical of “the tragic
errors in judgenent made in Teheran, Yalta, and Potsdam”
Nonet hel ess, he joined the coterie of Republicans that signed on
to the basic paraneters of Anerican policy during Wrld War |
and the Cold War — | arge defense budgets, foreign aid, and

mut ual security. Late in his career he was described as

“chai rman, or the nost influential nenber, of the subconmttees
that fixed budget allocations for the mlitary defense of the
United States and for the collective security of the West.” In
1959 Ei senhower appoi nted W ggl esworth anmbassador to Canada.
Current Bi ography Yearbook, 1959, s.v. “Wgglesworth, Richard
B(owdi tch) April 25, 1891 — United States Anbassador to Canada.”
As a reparations official, Wggleswrth noved in the sane
circles as John J. McCloy and Allen Dulles. In the 1920s the two
future Warren Comm ssioners were in Europe where they handl ed
the | egal work of Anerican banking firnms buying and selling
German bonds. Bird, The Chairman, pp. 70-71, 76-77. During this
period Wggl esworth had close ties to nmen who fell within the
anbits of J.P. Mdirgan and Conpany and the Wall Street law firm
of Paul D. Cravath. During Wgglesworth's stint at the Treasury,
he reported to the Assistant Secretary. This post was hel d by
two awers fromthe Cravath firm Russell C Leffingwell and S
Parker G lbert. Leffingwell was appointed Assistant Secretary by
Wodrow Wlson in 1918. Gl bert succeeded Leffingwell in 1920
and held the job until 1923. In 1924, after a brief return to
the Cravath firm G| bert was naned Agent- General for
Repar ati ons Paynents, a position created by the Dawes Pl an. He
remained in this post until 1930. Gl bert returned to Anerica in
1931 and spent the remainder of his career as a partner with
J.P. Morgan and Conpany. National Cycl opedia of Anmerican

Bi ography, Volune 28, s.v. “Glbert, S[eynour] Parker
financier.” See also Dictionary of Anerican Bi ography,

Suppl enent 2, s.v. “Glbert, Seynour Parker (Oct. 13, 1892-Feb.
23, 1938), lawyer, financier, Treasury Departnent official,
Agent - General for Reparations Paynents.” Recall that John J.

McCl oy joined the Cravath firmin 1924. Bird, The Chairnman, p
62. Allen Dulles also had cl ose connections to this group as a
lawer with Sullivan and Crommel |, a firmheavily involved in
the inter-war European bond market. In addition, his brother,
John Foster Dulles, was special counsel to Charles G Dawes, for
whom t he Dawes Pl an was nanmed. Grose, Gentleman Spy, pp. 91-92.
Ri chard W ggl esworth was the Harvard cl assnate of Joseph P.
Kennedy. A d Joe’s biographer described Wgglesworth as one of




When Gerald Ford first entered the “inner tenple,” Allen
Dulles was at the zenith of his power as Director of the Centra
Intelligence Agency. Dulles had been the chief architect of the
Ameri can national security apparatus and now ran the ClA,
virtually unchecked, as the vanguard of U S. Cold War foreign
policy. Establishnment-friendly Walter |saacson and Evan Thonas
agree that the 1950s found the agency in its “freebooting
heyday.” During this period the ClIA “organi zed the overthrow of
governnents . . . infiltrated refugees to disrupt [the] Soviet-
bloc . . . ran sabotage operations against China . . . [and]

"7 The CI A was controversia

pl otted assassination attenpts.
even anong Establishnment figures. |saacson and Thonmas nmintain
that MO oy crony Robert A Lovett “was disturbed by the
agency’s interventionism” Lovett decried the CIA' s
“freewheeling, well-financed buccaneers” and called for a

conpl ete reapprai sal of covert activities. Utimately,

Ei senhower ignored Lovett’s advice.'’® Wen John F. Kennedy

entered the White House Allen Dulles remai ned at the hel mof the

C A

the “dyed-in-the-wool Republicans” that “gleefully needled the
prom nent New Dealer in their mdst” at the twenty-fifth reunion
of the Class of 1912. Wal en, The Foundi ng Father, pp. 196-197.

177} saacson and Thomas, The Wse Men, p. 574.

178| pi d.



CGerald Ford was privy to the secrets of the CIA during a
period of |ong-acknow edged nefarious activity. In this
situation, however, Ford was sonething nore. He was nenber of a
sel ect panel that gave the Agency only the pretense of
Congressional oversight. Ford and the other nenbers forned what
G ose described as a “little club” that allowed Dulles to build
an extensive and powerful fiefdomw thin the E senhower
Adm nistration. Dulles was a man of | egendary charm who vi ewed
oversight as nere “legislative hassle.” |f support wavered,
Dul l es woul d “massage” the subcommittee “into conpliance by
dropping in after hours, puffing on his pipe, and telling spy

stories.”t’®

%G ose, Gentlenman Spy, pp. 415-416. British author Leonard
Mosl ey noted that Dull es assiduously worked the Washi ngton
cocktail party and dinner circuit. The spymaster’s presence was
“guaranteed to nmake the evening sparkle. He was good in sal ons,
back parlors, and political caucus roonms. He got on well wth
senators and congressnen. The |l egislators were, in fact, al nost
whol ly fond of him” As for oversight, “Congress accepted his
word for it that funds were needed, and passed the
appropriations with a wave of the hand.” Msley, Dulles: A
Bi ography of El eanor, Allen, and John Foster Dulles and Their
Fam |y Network (New York: The Dial Press/Janes Wade, 1978), pp.
6, 323-324. To another British scholar, Dulles viewed the
“conmendabl y di screet” subcommttee as “oversi ght w ndow
dressing” neant to “divert attention fromnore serious reforns.”
Rhodri Jeffries-Jones, The CI A and Anerican Denocracy (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1989), p. 79. Professor Jeffries-
Jones’ s research into the Cl A received assistance fromthe
Cerald Ford Library and funding fromthe Gerald Ford Foundati on.
See p. X.




Wthin this cloak-and-dagger environnment Ford and Dull es
got along well. The two were known for their |ight-hearted
banter in the halls outside the subconmttee hearing roons, with
Ford playing the gullible Mdwestern hayseed and Dul |l es the

smoot h Eastern operator. 8

According to Dulles hinself, the
oversi ght nechani smwas the perfect arrangenent. *“l have
found,” he wote, “that secrets can be kept and the needs of our
| egi slative bodies net. |In fact, | do not know of a single case
of indiscretion that has resulted fromtelling these conmttees
the nost intimate details of CIA activities.”?8!

Gerald Ford' s official connection with Allen Dulles |asted
five years. During this period, the M chigan congressman si gned
off on CIA activity that culmnated with the 1961 Bay of Pigs
and Dull es’ s subsequent ouster by JFK. Kennedy’'s renoval of
Al'l en Dulles was unprecedented in the history of the Central
Intelligence Agency and stood as a stinging rebuke of the man
that epitom zed the urbane Establishnent type. Two years |ater

Lyndon Johnson placed Dulles on the Warren Commi ssion. There,

Ford and Dul | es woul d serve together on the panel entrusted with

180G ose, Gentleman Spy, p. 415.

181Dyl | es, The Craft of Intelligence, p. 241. Dulles credits
future Warren Comm ssioner Richard B. Russell with |leadership in
defeating a 1956 Senate bill that would have created stronger
Congr essi onal oversight. See pp. 260-261.




the investigation of Kennedy’'s nmurder. This is a crucia

devel opnent, given that even such an unabashedly pro-

Est abl i shnent observer as Kai Bird acknow edges the CIA s

wi t hhol di ng of information fromthe Warren Conmi ssion. 82
Simlarly, Peter Gose frankly concludes that to Allen Dulles
“fell the function of managing the Warren Commi ssion’s rel ations
with the CI A of sinultaneously investigating and protecting
governnment secrets.” To Gose, it was “an open question,” as to
“whi ch master, the Warren Comm ssion or the CIA clainmed Allen’s
first allegiance.”'® Thus, the close relationship between
intelligence insiders CGerald Ford and Allen Dulles remains the
nost profound, and disturbing, of all the Warren Comm ssion’s
nyriad connecti ons.

As Allen Dulles fell fromgrace after the Bay of Pigs,
Gerald Ford's star continued to rise. “Ford s standing in the
Washi ngt on def ense and foreign policy comunity began to attract
the attention of the international experts in the field.
Invitations came in fromthe Bil derberg Conference, the

Interparlianmentary Union, [and] the Council on Foreign

182Bj rd, The Chairman, pp. 555-556, 560-562.

183G ose, Gentleman Spy, p. 544.




Rel ati ons. "84

Menbership in these organi zations placed Ford

wi thin the highest strata of the Establishnent. This was
especially true of the Bilderberg Conference. Founded in 1952
by Joseph Petinger and Prince Bernard of the Netherlands, the
Bi | derberg Conference was a “new organi zati on designed to

i nfluence public opinion by bringing together |eading Anerican
and European personalities once a year for free-wheeling

di scussion of their differences.” Petinger and Prince Bernard
were prom nent figures in the United Europe novenent and were

| ong associated with John J. McC oy. The group took its nane
fromits first neeting in 1954, at the Hotel de Bilderberg in
Hol land. Kai Bird offers a rare discussion of the organization
by an Establishnment-friendly source. He characterized the group
as “exclusive and highly confidential.” Bilderberg invitations
were “only sent to inportant and generally respected people”
chosen for “their special know edge or experience, their

personal contacts, and their influence in national and

184Cannon, Tine and Chance, p. 71. As a delegate to the
I nterparlianentary Union, Ford joined future Warren Conm ssi oner
Hal e Boggs. In the 1960s Ford listed the IPUIin his Wo's Wo
wite-up. He attended I PU neetings in Poland (1959) and Bel gi um
(1961). See Wio’'s Wo in America, 1964-1965. None of Cerald
Ford's readily avail able, reference source biographical wite-
ups contain any nention of his nmenbership in the Council on
Foreign Relations. The CFR, however, listed Ford in its 2002
menbership roster. In 2002 Ford was ei ghty-nine years ol d. See
The Council Responds to Terrorism 2002 Annual Report (New York:
Council on Foreign Relations, 2002), p. 114.




international circles.” Menbers were expected to maintain
secrecy and to “help further the ains set by the Bil derbergers.”
Bird did not specify what these ains were beyond a nebul ous
desire to “sketch the boundaries of an Atlantic consensus.”!®
As the Kennedy era unfol ded, Ford found hinself in rarefied
conpany with the cachet of Interparlianmentary Uni on and Counci
of Foreign Relations added to his Establishnent credentials.
Especi al |l y val uabl e was the Bil derberg Conference, described by
Bird as providing a “forumfor cenenting elite friendships.”8®
During this period Ford cane to the attention of a | eading
menber of this elite, Henry A Kissinger. The Harvard
prof essor, “who had no superior in this realmof foreign policy,
invited Ford up to Canbridge fromtime to tine to address and
confer with his gatherings of intellectuals.” Kissinger, nore
than a decade before the two woul d serve together as president
and secretary of state, “was inpressed with the range of Ford’s
knowl edge of national security issues and his sure touch in

n 187

practical politics. There can be no hi gher endorsenent of

Ford’s intellect than an invitation to Kissinger’s Harvard

185Bj r d, The Chairman, pp. 471-472

1861 bhid., p. 479.

187Cannon, Tine and Chance, p. 71.




sem nar. This experience should dispel forever Ford' s
reputation as a dimw tted ex-jock.

Unli ke such figures as J. WIliam Ful bright, Gerald Ford
never allowed the siren song of the elite get in the way of
practical politics. A sure thing at election tinme in Gand
Rapi ds, Ford worked tirelessly to pronote the nodern GOP in the
face of biennial Denocratic Party gains. He also continued his
advance within the House. 1In 1958 Ford noved up to becone the
seni or Republican on the House Appropriations Commttee. Ford,
t hough, was dismayed at the “terrible Iicking” the GOP took
during that year’s canpaign. He blanmed the 1958 recession and
“the old and tired image that the party was projecting.” 1In
1959 Ford, along with fell ow Chowder and Marching O ub nenbers
John Byrnes, denn Davis, and Don Jackson, led the effort to
unseat Mnority Leader Joe Martin in favor of Charles Hall eck.
In 1960 Ford continued his work for the nodern Republicans by
boosti ng Thruston Morton, a veteran of the 1952 draft-E senhower

8

canpai gn, for the vice-presidency.'® The N xon team however,

i nformed Ford that UN Anbassador Henry Cabot Lodge al ready had

the nom nation | ocked up. Ford, “ever the loyalist,” delivered

the seconding speech in Lodge’s behal f.18°

188Eord, A Tine to Heal, p. 72.

189Ter Horst, Gerald R Ford, pp. 73-74.




Richard Nixon’s loss to JFK in the 1960 el ection was a
di sappointnment to Gerald Ford. He was not downhearted, however,
as his appraisal of the political situation indicates. “I knew
Kennedy and his ability so | had no apprehension at all about
the future of the country. And | was in a position in Congress
where | could have sone influence. Every president respects the
Appropriations Commttee, and | thought Kennedy woul d need ne

nmore than | needed him 1%

Soon, during the tunul tuous spring
of 1961, Ford was indeed in a position to provide JFK with

bi partisan cover. As a covert action insider, Ford played a
role in clandesti ne operations that maintained continuity
despite the change of presidential adm nistrations. 1In the
aftermath of the Bay of Pigs, Republican nenbers of Congress
heaped scorn on JFK “for the fiasco, for the stain on the United
States' honor, and for the |aughter that was com ng from Moscow
and Havana.” Ford, knowing full well that the Bay of Pigs was a

Cl A operation hatched during the Ei senhower years, kept a

di screet silence. *°!

199Cannon, Tinme and Chance, p. 69.

91TerHorst, Gerald R_Ford, pp. 76-77. After the Bay of
Pigs Ford wasted no tine further ingratiating hinself with the
Kennedy Adm nistration. TerHorst maintains that “Ford did not
know why the invasion had gone awy but he endorsed Kennedy’s
decision to review Cl A param litary operations and, later, to
name John A. McCone as the new CIA director.” See p. 77.




I n Septenber 1961 Ford assunmed a nore public role in
support of the president during a GOP attenpt to slash JFK' s
foreign aid program Ford |led a group of |iberal Denocrats and
noder at e Republicans to pass a bill allocating $1.6 billion for
foreign mlitary aid. Ford' s bipartisan action was not unusua
initself. 1In the process, however, Ford defied Congressional
protocol in the aid of a Denocratic president. Here “Ford took
t he audaci ous step of challenging a noney bill that had been
approved by the Appropriations Commttee of which he was a
senior nmenber. That made it all the nore unusual, because even
non- menbers sel dom contest bills that enmerge fromthat powerful
panel.” Simlarly, in 1962 Ford voiced approval of JFK s
handl i ng of the Cuban Mssile Crisis.'® Kennedy and the
Denocrats had every reason to be grateful

For Cerald Ford 1961 was a banner year during which his
work in Congress received national attention. Ford s “enhanced
status wthin the power structure of the House of
Representati ves was publicly procl ai mred” when he received the
Congr essi onal Distinguished Service Anard fromthe Anmerican

Political Science Association.®® The APSA bestowed upon Ford

1921 hid., p. 77, 79-80.

199/ bid., p. 78.



the title “Congressman’s Congressman” for “his diligent
application to commttee work and mastery of highly conpl ex
defense matters.” The award citation praised Ford as “a
noderate conservative . . . highly respected by his coll eagues
of both parties.” Ford synbolized the “hard-working, conpetent
| egi sl ator who eschews the nore colorful, publicity-seeking
roles in favor of a solid record of acconplishnment in the rea
wor k of the House: commttee work.” Ford earned additional
praise for maintaining a | eadership role in the Republican Party
whi | e remai ni ng “nonparti san where the defense posture of the
nation i s concerned. %

The American Political Science Association award was a
mlestone in Gerald Ford' s political career. One nust, however,
| ook beyond terHorst’s brief description to discover the
hi storical context, and the true significance, of this episode.

Exam nati on of the New York Tines reveals that the article

announci ng the award devoted the headline, the story' s |ead, and
seven of ten paragraphs to blast GOP criticismof the Kennedy
Adm ni stration, which had been in office just eight nonths and

was under fire for its handling of foreign policy.®

19495ee award text in terHorst, p. 78n.

195New York Tinmes, 9 Septenber 1961.




The article quoted remarks by John M Bail ey, Chairman of the
Denocratic National Commttee, in which Bailey bitterly scored
the GOP. “In place of responsible and accurate criticism and
constructive suggestion, we are treated to the shabby and sordid
spectacle of partisan politics on Berlin, on Cuba, on Laos, and
unbel i evably, even on communism” Bailey accused the
Republ i cans of using “epithet and innuendo and the ballyhoo of
m sinformation” to discredit the Kennedy Administration.!%
Gerald Ford had a front row seat during one of the nost
contentious years in recent American history. |If 1961 was a
banner year for Ford, it was for JFK an unrelenting string of
di sasters that began with the Bay of Pigs. By Septenber, JFK
had been under continuous attack for his handling of affairs in
Cuba, Vienna, Laos, and Berlin. 1In the sumrer JFK was enbroil ed
in a dispute with the Soviets over Laos. G vil war, exacerbated
by an Ei senhower-era Cl A coup and intervention by China and
North Vietnam brought the U S. to the brink of open mlitary
confrontation. To avoid war, Kennedy went along with a proposal
to create a coalition governnent that included the comuni st
guerrilla faction Pathet Lao. Wthin a year the agreenent broke
of f and JFK ordered covert action in Laos. This clandestine war

was a precursor to the w der involvenent in Southeast Asia that

196] pi d.



soon followed. From 31 May to 5 June, Kennedy net with Sovi et
Prem er N kita Khrushchev at a summt in Vienna. There the
Russi an | eader browbeat the younger Kennedy over the future of
Berlin. Wthin weeks the U. S. and the Sovi et Union were | ocked
inthe Berlin Crisis, an episode that brought w despread fear of
nucl ear war. The end result was the construction of the Berlin
VWl |, a synbol of comrunist tyranny that stood for nore than

t hree decades. 9’

Few Republ i cans woul d have been so supportive of a
Denocratic president in circunstances such as these. Ford,

t hough, was friendly to the Kennedy Adm nistration. Ford s own
adm ssion that he was fully informed on all aspects of
intelligence makes it all the nore significant that he received
t he APSA awar d.

The Anmerican Political Science Association gave three other
nmenbers of Congress simlar awards in 1961. They were Senator
Paul H. Douglas of Illinois and Representative Richard Bolling
of M ssouri, both Denocrats; and Republican Senator George D

8

Ai ken of Vernont.!°® These nen were aligned with the |iberal

197For an Establishnment view of Kennedy-era foreign policy,
see M chael R Beschloss, The Crisis Years: Kennedy and
Khrushchev, 1960-1963 (New York: Edward Burlingane Books, 1991).

198New York Times, 9 September 1961.




wi ngs of their respective parties and, |like Ford, were conmtted
to an internationalist foreign policy.?!
In 1962 Gerald Ford continued his rise within the

Republ i can Party even as the GOP continued to | ose ground to the

199The political associations of Aiken, Douglas, and Bolling
further blur the distinctions between Republicans and Denocrats
in twentieth century Anrerica. In 1937 George D. A ken achieved
national attention when he urged the GOP to abandon its “hate-
Roosevel t” policy. Though described as a “states’righter,” Al ken
supported such centralizing entities as the National Resources
Pl anni ng Board and was credited with the idea that resulted in
the federal food stanp program At one point the Daily Wrker
prai sed Ai ken for having “the best |abor record of any GOP
Senator.” Current Biography Yearbook, 1947, s.v. “Aiken, George
D(avid) Aug. 30, 1892 — United States Senator from Vernont.” In
the U S Senate, A ken was a “maverick” and “often chanpi oned
i beral |egislation opposed by his own party.” A nenber of the
Senate Foreign Relations Commttee, Aiken was described as a
“bi partisan internationalist.” See CGeorge D. A ken obituary,
CBY, 1985. Paul Dougl as served twenty-eight years as an
econoni cs professor at the University of Chicago before el ection
to the Senate in 1948. In 1930 Dougl as advocated the
est abli shnment of a separate Labor Party in the U.S. During Wrld
War Il he “stunped Illinois in favor of President Roosevelt’s
foreign policy.” He was described in 1949 as “a liberal in
donestic [affairs] and an internationalist in foreign affairs.
CBY, 1949, s.v. “Douglas, Paul H(oward) Mar. 26, 1892 — United
States Senator fromlIllinois; economst.” Richard Bolling was
el ected to Congress in 1948. Hi s principal canpaign issue was
repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act. Bolling served as M dwestern
director of Anericans for Denocratic Action, a liberal politica
action commttee. Bolling went on record for steep tax
increases. In 1951 he urged Congress to “increase taxes by $10
billion in order to curb inflation.” He was a proponent of “an
active role in international affairs.” CBY, 1960, s.v. “Bolling,
Ri chard (Wal ker) May 17, 1916 — United States Representative
fromMssouri.” Bolling was a football star at the Univeristy of
the South in the late 1930s. Like Ford, Bolling was a nenber of
Sports Illustrated magazine’s Twenty-fifth Anniversary Al -
Anerican football team See Wio Was Who in Anerica, Volume 10,
s.v. “Bolling, R chard, congressman.”




Denocrats. Ford praised JFK's actions in the Cuban Mssile
Crisis, but since the affair erupted in the mdst of the 1962

el ection, Ford and the GOP had little choice but to “rally
‘round the flag” during the October showdown with Russia.?’® The
Republicans | ost twenty of the twenty-one seats they hoped to
gain that year. The election over, Ford once again settled into
a famliar House routine broken only by a “Young Turk” novenent
in which Ford replaced Charl es Hoeven as Chairman of the House
Republ i can Conference. Newly el ected young Republicans,

“di sappoi nted at their poor show ng, frustrated by the

| egi sl ative dregs handed out by the majority Denocrats,” urged
Ford to chal l enge Hoeven for the job. Ford won the ensuing vote
against the A d Guard and had set his sights on taking the job
of Mnority Leader fromincunbent Charles Hall eck when the news
arrived of Kennedy's nurder.?°? “The sl ow pace of the House in
1963 turned out to be a lull before the storm. . . that broke

over the entire nation.”?20?

200Ter Horst, Gerald R Ford, p. 79.

20lCannon, Time and Chance, pp. 73-75. Anpng the young
Republ i cans were future N xon and Ford Admi nistration
Secretaries of Defense, Melvin Laird and Donal d Rumnsfel d.

202Ter Horst, Gerald R Ford, p. 82.




Seven days | ater, Lyndon Johnson named Gerald Ford to the
Warren Conmi ssion. TerHorst maintained, once again, that the
assignnent attested to Ford’ s “rising stature in Congress and

his reputation for fairnindedness.”?2%

Cannon, however, clains
that “Ford s selection by a Denocratic President as the one
Republ i can nenber of the House to serve on the Warren Conmmi ssion
was recognition of [Ford' s] standi ng anong Denocrats.”

According to Cannon, Secretary of Defense Robert S. MNanara
recommended Ford for the Warren Comm ssion. “I know Jerry Ford
wel | from appearing before his conmttee. He is always fair and
reliable. Were national security is concerned, he is always
nonparti san. "2%

Robert McNanmara’'s appearance in Cerald Ford s Warren

Comm ssion scenario is highly significant for three reasons.

First, McNamara had | ongstanding ties to the John J. MC oy

203 pi d.

204Cannon, Time and Chance, p. 76. Ford and LBJ cane into
cl ose association in 1957. Ford's “first intensive encounter
w th Senat or Johnson of Texas” cane when Sam Rayburn appoi nted
Ford to the “biparti san House- Senate Conmttee” that net in the
wake of Russia s success with the Sputnik satellite. Ford and
Johnson worked side-by-side in the creation of NASA and the
comm tnment of billions of dollars to the space program
“Wat chi ng Lyndon,” Ford recalled, “1I knew | was watching a
master in action.” According to Cannon, Ford and LBJ | ater
cl ashed over differences involving the conduct of the Vietnam
War. It was here that Johnson becane the source of Ford' s
reputation as a “dolt and a stunbl ebum”™ See Ibid., pp. 67, 93.




anbit, through the Chairman’s War Departnent alter ego, Robert
A. Lovett. Second, McNamara was the epitone of Kennedy’s

i beral “New Frontier” governnental elite. MNamara’s
endorsenent attests to Ford’s bipartisanship and further
denonstrates the M chigan congressnman’s standing within the
Ameri can Establishnment. Third, McNamara' s endorsenent pl aced
JFK's nurder into the real mof national security. Strikingly
absent was the expressed desire to solve the case and bring the
guilty to justice. Gerald Ford was now a nenber of the Warren
Comm ssi on, chosen not on the basis of his objectivity in the
investigation of a homcide, but for his reputation wthin the

“inner tenple” of national security.?%

205Robert McNanmara had noved within the McCO oy anbit since
Wrld War 11. The president of Ford Mdtor Conpany when he joi ned
t he Kennedy Adm nistration, MNanmara was one of a group of
Har vard busi ness professors brought into the War Departnent to
organi ze aircraft production. He and the other “Whiz Kids”
reported to McCloy's pal, and fellow I np of Satan, Robert A
Lovett. Over the years, Lovett had continued to foll ow
McNamara’ s career and in 1960 recommended McNamara to President -
el ect Kennedy. Deborah Shapl ey, Prom se and Power: The Life and
Ti nes of Robert McNamara (Boston: Little, Brown and Conpany,
1993.) pp. 29-30, 35-36, 82-83. See also Bird, The Chairnman, pp.
497- 500, 523, 526, 530. In his nmenmoir, Ford referred to “Bob
McNanmar a (Defense Secretary under Kennedy and president of the
Worl d Bank) and his wife Margaret” as “old friends of ours from
M chigan.” See Ford, A Tine to Heal, p. 141.







