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by Tibor Machan (Chapman University)
Over the years there has been a debate among supporters of the free market concerning whether so called intellectual property is something to which one may have a private property right. One central element of the case, as advanced by some, is that because intellectual property is intangible, and tangibility makes what is owned rather easy to identify, intellectual "stuff," such as a novel, poem, musical composition, or screenplay cannot be owned. This is not just some abstract exercise without concrete implications and applications.
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            What Is The Mises Wire?
Mises Wire offers contemporary news and opinion through the lens of Austrian economics and libertarian political economy.
Submitting articles to Mises Wire
Reprints, Permissions & Copyrights
The views expressed on Mises Wire and mises.org are not necessarily those of the Mises Institute.
Subscribe to the Mises Wire
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        As the internationally recognized government in Haiti loses its grip on power, the small Caribbean country is descending into violence. The media reports about the situation are quick to, either...
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        For lower income folks the landing is already hard. Chief investment strategist at Charles Schwab Liz Ann Sonders posted on X (and reported by Almost Daily Grant’s ) that the tally of domestic...
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        Since the conclusion of World War II, each biennial session of Congress has ushered in a staggering 4-6 million words of additional legislation. However, amidst this flood of legal text, the State's...
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        “One nice day in 1974 Europe woke up and heard that an army revolt was taking place in Portugal and that a large number of career officers turned out to be Marxists of all colors and stripes. We...
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        According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics' latest price inflation data, CPI inflation in February accelerated for the second month in a row, and price inflation hasn't proven nearly as transitory as...
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        Libertarians were virtually alone in opposing the planned expansions of government power in the wake of 9/11, and then as now, we saw the attacks for what they were: criminal attacks on human persons...
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        David Brat, the economist at Randolph -Macon college who defeated Eric Cantor in that GOP primary in Virginia, said recently that wage increases are only appropriate when a worker's productivity...
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