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            On Societal Ascendance and Collapse An Austrian Challange to Jared Diamonds Explications
by John Brätland (US Department of the Interior)
In his 1997 book, Guns, Germs and Steel, Jared Diamond seeks to explain the ascendancy and triumphs of certain societies -- certain European societies, as examples. For Diamond, geographical and environmental differences are a principal determinant of societal destiny. In his 2005 book, Collapse, Diamond attributes the demise of societies such as Easter Island principally to environmental degradation and destruction. Diamond uses Easter Island as a metaphor in warning of global collapse.
For Diamond, societies are entities that act independent of the actions of individuals. He sees societal ascent or collapse as being contingent upon the extent to which societies embrace a centralized structure and management. But in so doing, he ignores institutions critical to peaceful, prosperous social interaction and the formation of society: (1) private property rights and (2) human action leading to division of labor and emergence of cooperative monetary exchange. With these institutions, individuals are able to avoid conflict and rationally reckon both scarcity and capital. Without these institutions, societies such as the Soviet Union and Easter Island are seen to have a common fate in that scarcity implies conflict, chaos, 'waste' and eventual collapse.
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            What Is The Mises Wire?
Mises Wire offers contemporary news and opinion through the lens of Austrian economics and libertarian political economy.
Submitting articles to Mises Wire
Reprints, Permissions & Copyrights
The views expressed on Mises Wire and mises.org are not necessarily those of the Mises Institute.
Subscribe to the Mises Wire
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        This question has been at the center of a great many conversations I’ve been recently having with clients and friends. The way I like to answer it is with another question: Expensive compared to what...


    

  



  
  
        
          Hair of the Dog — Progressives in Congress Need Another Hit of Low Interest Rates
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        Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, and the Congressional Progressive Caucus recently sent an open letter to the chairman of the Federal Reserve, Jerome Powell, demanding lower interest rates. The...


    

  



  
  
        
          Carl Menger's Overlooked Vital Evolutionary Insights
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        Carl Menger is widely recognized as one of the economists leading the so-called marginalist revolution along with William Stanley Jevons and Léon Walras. There are two other contributions by Menger...
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        Few Americans seem aware of the fact that it was the New England Federalists who plotted to secede from the union a half century before the 1860-61 secession of the Southern states. Their efforts...
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        On April 1, California raised the minimum wage for large fast food restaurant franchises to $20 an hour. This law will threaten seven hundred thousand jobs by destroying the state’s food franchising...
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        Libertarians were virtually alone in opposing the planned expansions of government power in the wake of 9/11, and then as now, we saw the attacks for what they were: criminal attacks on human persons...


    

  



  
  
        
          Chris Matthews: Wages

    

    
      
  06/14/2014


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
         Mises.org
                                  


    
        David Brat, the economist at Randolph -Macon college who defeated Eric Cantor in that GOP primary in Virginia, said recently that wage increases are only appropriate when a worker's productivity...
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            The Mises Institute exists solely on voluntary contributions from readers like you. Support our students and faculty in their work for Austrian economics, freedom, and peace.
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