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            The introduction to this stunning work is by Murray Rothbard, who calls French radical Gustave de Molinari (1819-1912) the great innovator in the market provision of security. Indeed, he might be regarded as the first proponent of what is called anarcho-capitalism.

Molinari was steeped in the old liberal worldview of Bastiat and hence was a dedicated champion of private property and free markets. But Molinari took matters further to argue that markets were also better at providing the service that the state claimed was its monopoly privilege: the provision of security itself.

His singular contribution, then, was to lead us away from the false assumption of Hobbes that somehow the state was necessary to keep society from devolving into chaos. On the contrary, argued Molinari, the voluntary society is the source of order that comes from freedom itself. There is no contradiction or even tension between liberty and security. If free enterprise works well in one sector, it can work well in other sectors too.

Molinari was indeed a radical but in the sense that foreshadowed the development of American libertarian thought: a radical for capitalism in all areas of life, which is another way of saying that he was a consistent champion of the fully free society.

Perhaps there was a time when people could regard the government monopoly on police and courts as benign, part of the "night watchman" state advocated by the old-time classical liberals. But the march of the police state has changed that: we are more likely to understand that the state's "security" services are the gravest threat to liberty we face.

In that sense, Molinari is the man of the hour.
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            Gustave de Molinari was born in Liège on March 3, 1819 and died in Adinkerque on January 28, 1912. He was the leading representative of the Laissez-faire School of classical liberalism in France in the second half of the nineteenth century and was still campaigning against protectionism, statism, militarism, colonialism, and socialism into his 90s on the eve of the First World War.


      



        
    
    
  
  
    
      
      
      
  
  
        
          War and Competition between States

    

    
      
  09/19/2022


        •
    
  Mises Wire

                                                                                                                                                                            •
        Gustave de Molinari
                                


    
        Competition b etween Primitive Communities and Its Results As population began to outgrow the means of subsistence, which mankind had not yet learned to increase by artificial methods, primitive...
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        [ Editor's note: In this selection from The Society of Tomorrow , Gustave de Molinari (1819-1912) discusses how competition in the political and natural worlds differ greatly from competition in the...
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        Molinari's article is the first presentation anywhere in human history of what is now called "anarchocapitalism."
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